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PREFACE, 



IN presenting tiie PuUic With Selet;t PrtMspectr of *a City. 
wbich> viewed in regard to appropriate Bitna1i<m^ arcUtectntal 
beanity;^ and 1:he advantages it derives from a ^ciniCy afibrding 
varied and idmost unparalleled ridmess of scenery^ holdd a 
disfingiliiriiedTaniramongst ^e cities of Europe^ litde -apology, 
it is lioped/ #iil-be found requisite/ Most places of A6te*in 
Sooth Britain^ liave been made the subjects of hmumeraUtf 
delineations by eminent artists^ who have spared no trouble 
nor eiq^ense in bringing them before the Public eye. Views 
of Edinbukoh are only to be found in those small books 
published for the use of the traveller^ and it may be supposed 
not given in the style of excellence calculated to convey any 
adequate idea of a great dty. Those, indeed, which the useful 
and laborious work of Maitland contain, are far from contempt- 
ible 3 but the ponderous sixe and scarcity of the book, renders 
it accessible to few -, and, besides, in an architectural point of 
view, the Metropolis of Scotland (when that author wrote), 
was in its infancy, compared with its present extended 
aspect. 

The lover of antiquity will behold with satisfaction, cor- 
rect representations of the andent residences of the learned 
and the noble, who have long ceased to exist, except in the 
records of their country, and that fond remembrance which 
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tradition never fails to preserve in the hearts of a patriotic 
people; Those who feel no interest in contemplating the 
venerable remains of past ages^ will donbUess be gratified by 
beholding the many new and magnificent structures which 
adorn the Scottish Capital^ affording an interesting picture <^ a 
dty emerging fast from comparative poverty, and advancing 
rapidly to commercial distmction and opnlence. 

The vicinity of Edinburgh offers to the view so many 
striking beauties of scenery, and noble monuments of andent 
and modem architecture, that a selection has been, in some 
d^;ree, difficult ;. it is hoped, however, that its most distin- 
gmshed features will be found fedthfully delineated. 
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HISTORY 



OF 

EDINBURGH, 

PKOM ITS 

EARLIEST STATE TO THE PRESENT TIME. 



PART I. 

ITS CIVIL AND POLITICAL TRANSACTIONS. 

CHAPTER I, 
From the Orig'm of Bdinhurgk to the Battle o/Fiowden. 



l&Dinnvuea, tbe capital of Scotland^ and a dty of Mid Lo- 
thiaoy lies aboat three miles to the south of the Frith of Forth, 
«Dd is sitoated id west long. 3% and north lat. 56*. 

The meaniog of the word Edinborgh, and the origin of the 
city itself, are snlijeets on which there exists ^ among antiqua- 
rians a variety of opinion, and which, notwithstanding all the 
elucidation of them, which both fancy and research have at- 
tempted to furnish, are still foil of uncertainty. It is doubtful 
whether the name be Saxon, PIctish, or Gaelic. Some writers 
derive it from Eth, a long of the Picts ; others suppose it 
to be the Gaelic word for Aidan, one of our kings who began to 
reign in the year 570, or aterm in that language of similar or- 
thogn^l^hy and sound which signifies the face, either of them in 
connectloo with dmm, forming the compound Dum-Edm, i. e. 
Aidsm's'kUl, or tke ^wo/tkekUi', and a third class deduce it 
from Edwin, a Saxon monarch, who in the year 617, overran the 
territories of the Picts^ Of these theories the last seems to be 
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the most plausible. Simeon of Darham, an amieiit and cre- 
dible author, calls the city» now in question, by the name Ed- 
wiHeilfurc/i, the literal translation of which is Edwin*s Castle ; 
and nearly the same designation is given to it iu the charter 
granted by king David I. totiiecauons of Holy rood -house abbey. 
These authorities, however, though they go a great way to de- 
termine the source of the appellation, do not certainly ascertain 
the date of the origin of the castle or city, since we find that the 
expression Casieih MynydAgned, which in the Brititth language 
signifies the fortress of the hill of St. Agnes, was applied to it at 
a still earlier period than the time of Edwin, llie castle miglit 
have been called Edwmesburg, from its having been repaired 
by that king, or from his having occupied it as a temporary 
residence. It is reasonable to suppose, and the Celtic name 
Mai-dyn, by which it was very anciently knonii, converts the 
supposition almost into a certainty, that the natural advantages 
of such a situation, must have been soon considered by the 
inhabitants of that district of the country, as rendering it admi- 
rably adapted for being the site of a fortress, and that it would 
be devoted to this purpose at no very remote age, though in 
successive generations it might frequently change its name and 
appearance, as it was affected by the vicissitudes of war and 
the ravages of time. 

The earliest notices that have been transmitted to us in an 
authentic shape, exclusively respect the castle, which must 
be very ancient. It would appear to be older, at least, than 
the town, both from the silence of history as to the latter, and 
from the pre-eminent importance which is attached to a place 
of defence, in a rude and warlike age. Our information in 
regard to the castle, extends so far back as the year 45V{, when 
it was taken by the Saxons from the Kcts, who had previously 
to that time possessed it. About the year GZS, Edwin the 
king of the Saxons, is said to have erected a fortress on the 
rock where the castle now stands, probably either rebuilding 
the former one, or strengthening by artificial means, a situation 
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wUich had hitherto owed its chief or sole security to nature. 
The Picts retook it in 685. In the year 854 those houses, 
which from the earliest period, it is likely were at different times 
placed near the castle, for the sake of the protection and safety 
which it afforded, had amounted to a small town or village, 
to which the name of the castle might soon be transferred. 
It was in this century that the Picts were a second time dis- 
possessed of Edinburgh. Their conquerors, the Saxon kings of 
Northumberland, retained it till the year 956, when it was 
resigned to Indulph, king of Scotland. He reigning till 961 
held it during that interval. We find it afterwards the pro- 
perty of Eadulpli, a Northumbrian earl, who, however, was 
induced by fear of Malcolm If. and by an agreement which had 
taken place between them, to give up Lothian, and consequently 
Edinburgh, to that king. In 1093, Donald Dane, the usurper, 
made an unsuccessful attack on the castle. In that year also 
died in the castle Margaret, widow of Malcolm Canmore, and 
in commemoration of this event, a chapel was soon after erected 
there, to which Robert I. granted an annual income from the 
revenues of the town, a grant afterwards renewed by Robert II. 
Edgar, the son of Malcolm and Margaret, after a reign remark- 
able neither for duration nor importance, died also in the castle. 
During the reign of Alexauder, who succeeded him, tlie only 
thing related of Edinburgh is, that he held it to be a to\vn of 
the royal demesne. David, his brother, coming to the tlirone, 
ruised the castle to considerable importance, by making it the 
ftcat of royalty r enlarged the town ; built a church and mill in 
its neighbourhood, which were of great advantage to the inha- 
bitants 5 and conferred a charter on the canons of Holyrood. 
in which he granted them very important privileges. From this 
charter, it should seem that Edinburgh was then a borongli, 
though not properly a royal one. It would appear too from 
the charters of those times, that it was usual for the kings to 
reside in the castle of Edinburgh. Malcolm IV. Successor to 
David, made it his frequent abode j Alexander 11. often lodge<l 
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in it ; and it wn oocMiooaUy eoiployed io tbe saae way by 
William, siraamed the Lioa. Id oonsequence of the defeat of 
Wiiliam by Henry II. of England, it was ssrrendered to 
the English in the year 1 174, for the purchaite of the king's 
liberty, be having been taken prisoner. It was restored in 
1186, as a portion with Ermeogard, a ooosin of Henry^s, whom 
William married. In the year 1SI5, Alexander 11. convened 
at Edinburgh the first parliament ever held in Scotland. The 
town was not much afected by the occurrences of this reign. 
Alexander III. held his courts b Edinburgh, and in his reign 
the castle began to be the depository of the records and regalia 
of the nation. 

After the death of Alexander, the castle was surrendered to 
Edward I. In the course of this disastrous period of our national 
history, it underwent various revolutions, sometimee holding 
out against that monarch, and at other times used by him as a 
residence, and for receiving the homage of his ScotHsh vassals. 
It was recovered out of the hands of the English by Randolph, 
nephew of Robert Bruce. The parliaments of Robert Bruce 
met in Holyrood-house, the last of which convening on the 
17th March, 1S37> was distanguisfaed for ratifying the North- 
ampton treaty, which had declared the independence of Scot- 
land, and for admitting ior the first time the representatives of 
boroughs among the estates. The castle was dismantled by 
Robert, that it might not be subservient to thepurpoees of his 
enemies ; but towards the close of his reign he confirmed and 
extended by a charter, the privileges of the inhabitants of the 
town. It appears that tbefar number was at thb time greatly 
reduced by their btestiBe dissentioos, and the extermi- 
nating warfare in which they had been so long engaged 
with England. On the 10th and 12th days of February, 
1333-4, Edward Ballol held in Holyrood-house a mock parlia- 
ment, by which it was resolved that the bdependence of Scot- 
land should be sacrificed to Edward III. of England, and that 
a great portion of the country, including, among other places. 
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the town and CMtle of Edinborgh^ thoald be coded to him. 
Edward accordingly was put in poesessioD of tlM castk. In his 
absence^ howoTer^ on an expedition to another quarter of 
Scotland^ the Scots ^ under the earls of Morray and March, 
and sir William Ramsay, attempted its recapture, and, after a 
desperate encounter with the English on the castle hill, and in 
the streets, obliged them to capitulate. But it would iqppear 
that Edward regained it after his return j for we are informed, 
that he resided here daring the autumn of the year 1335, rebuilt 
the castle which Bruce had demolished, and gave it in charge to 
John de Stryvelin, placing under his command a strong garrison. 
Sir A. Moray, the Guardian of Scotland, laid siege to it in 1337, 
but abandoned it soon after, and from no apparent cause, with- 
out accomplishing his purpose. It was possessed by the English 
during the three following years, but in 1341 they were de- 
prived of it by a singular stratagem. A person of the name of 
Bullock going to the governor, told him that he was a merchant 
who had in a vessel at Leith a cargo of provisions to dispose of f 
they bargaioed, and Bullock promised to convey the articles to 
the castle oo the ensuing day. At the time specified, twelve men, 
accompanied by the Moi-dUami merchant, and in the dress of 
sailors, came to the gate of the castle with the goods. Having 
put to death the porter and centinds, they were, agreeably to a 
previous plan, and at a particular signal, joined by sir William 
Douglas, who rushed in with a number of armed men, took 
possession of the castle, and pot the garrison to the sword. 

During the reign of David II., Edinborgh was considered 
the chief borough of Scotland, and was a common place of 
mintage. Out of its customs David gave a number of pensions. 
When Robert 11. was king, the dnke of Lancaster led an army 
agunst Edinburgh, but forbore to do any injury, on account of 
the hospitable reception which he had received there some time 
before, from the monks of Holyrood^ On this occasion, the 
inhabitants used the precaution of unroofing tbehr honses, whidi 
were covered with straw, and of removing their effects. The 
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town was pretty large and well peopled at tliU time, but 
involved in the disorders and miseries which war never fails to 
bring along with it. A considerable part of it ivas boroed by 
Richard II. about this period, in consequence of which permis- 
sion was given to the inhabitants to build within the limits of the 
castle, in order to be secure from the depredations and cruelty 
of their enemies. In the time of Robert III. Edinbugh castle 
was repeatedly assaulted by Henry IV., but ably defended by 
the duke of Rothsay. Henry was the more lenient, because his 
fither, as we have seen, had been kindly treated while a resi- 
dent in Edinburgh. Various pensions, arising from the public 
funds, were bestowed in this reign on eminent individuals. 

Under the regencies of Albany and his son Murdoch, and 
while James I. wm a prisoner in England, Edinburgh was 
subjected to rapine and wretchedness. It contributed, however, 
50,000 marks for the restoration of James, who, in gratitude 
for this kindness, frequently honoured Edinburgh with his 
presence. Here his queen was delivered of twins, an occasion 
of joy which was soon shaded by the ravages of a pestUence, 
that desolated the country during the following year. When 
James I. was murdered, his son fled to Edinburgh, which was 
deemed the most secure resort. Here he was crowned. The 
government was then settled in Edinbni|^, to continue perma- 
nently there. During the years 1438, 1439, and 1440, Edin- 
burgh was the seat of contention among the rulers of that age, 
who disputed about the possession of the king's person, and 
who endeavoured each to advance himself on the ruin of his 
rival, to the great disturbance, confusion, and hurt of the 
country. Chrichton, the chancellor, having through the crafty 
insinuations of Douglas, the king's favourite, been dismissed 
from office, shut himself up in the castle which he fortified, and 
which he defended so long and successfully against the king and 
Douglas, as to compel them to listen to his terms. It was then 
resigned, and soon after refitted in a splendid manner. In the 
year 1449, the marriage of James with Mary of Guilder, was 
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celebrated in a magoificeiit atyie in tbe capitd. Edinburgh now 
became the seat of parliament in preference to all other towns. 
James was yery liberal to Edinburgh, and in fact it never was 
more indebted to any of onr kings. After his death Henry VI. 
sought refoge in Scotland, and was cordially received and 
kindly entertained by the widowed queen in Edinburgh. 

In 1469, king James III. was married at Edinburgh to 
Margaret of Denmark, In 1475 a pestilence raged in Edin- 
burgh, by which the parliament was prevented from meeting. 
The city in 1478 began to be bfested with those unhappy 
disturbances which embittered the close of this king's reign, 
and brought on a war with England. In an attempt to repel 
his enemies, both Scots and English, his army dispersed, and 
he was brought to Edinburgh castle. Tbe town opened its 
gates to Gloucester, the English leader, who spared it, but 
carried off a large booty, which he obtained under the pretext 
of having the consent of those from whom it was taken. He, 
however, soon retired, and a peace was concluded between the 
two nations. James having been imprisoned in the castle, 
whether voluntary or by constnunt, was now released, and 
reconciled, in i^pearance, to his brother Albany, who had 
taken an active part in the rebellion against him. It had been 
previously agreed that Edward's daughter should be married to 
the son of James, and with this view the kbg of England had 
advanced money for his daughter's portion. The citizens of 
Edinburgh now put it into his power either to prosecnte the 
match, or receive back his money, and on his preferring the 
latter, honourably repaid him. James by grants and enact- 
ments greatly benefited and enriched the town, and for the 
loyalty shown, and the services done him by the inhabitants, 
conferred on them a banner, now called the blue blanket ; to be 
in the keepbg of the convener of the trades, nnder which they 
might afterwards rally in the support of their privileges, and 
in the protection of their king and country. In the year 1482, 
Albany having been made lieutenant-general of the kingdom. 
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and thM beiag pat in possestiou of afanoKt anlimited antbority, 
attempted to teixe the nonarcfa^ bot was frostrated ia his 
achemes by the king retiring into the caatle, which wa« ably 
defended by the loyal exertioat of the citisena. At last, how- 
e¥«r, the lactioaa and rebellioas spirit, which had so long 
threatened the overthrow of the goTemment, and the destnic- 
tion of the long, truunphed in the year 1488 $ for his mijesty 
leaving Edinborgh to encoonter his enemies, and to check their 
insnbordination, was slain at Stirling-field, and the castle, 
with his treasures and jewels, was taken by the victors. 

James IV. dntingnished the capital by the entertainments 
which he frequently gave in it, and the splendid tournaments 
which he held there, and to which the knights of all countries 
resorted. It was here too that he gave the celebrated dinner to 
the French ambassador on Christmas day, whidi,tbough consist- 
ing of coarse Care, cost an immense sum. But these scenes of 
(dissipation were, however, put a stop to by the pfaigue, which 
ecouiged the dty during the year 1513. The evilconsequencesof 
this calamity were aggravated by the dreadlnl catastrophe which 
befell Edinbui^ and the nation, in the defeat of the Scottish 
army at Flowden, and in the death of the king, the flower of his 
nobility, andmany of the principal citizens in Edinburgh. The 
news reached the town on the day after the battle, and filled 
the inhabitants with the greatest grief and dismay. The most 
prudent steps, however, were taken in this desperate crisb. 
All the inhabitants who were qualified to bear arms were com- 
manded to be in readiness } twenty-feur men were appointed a 
permanent guard, and it was enacted that j?600 Scots should 
be raised for defiraying the expenses of purchasing artillery, 
and fortifying the town. But the peace which was made with 
Enfj^and rendered these precautions unnecessary, and reoMived 
the anxiety and apprehensions of ^ inhabitants of Edinburgh, 
who still, however, were harassed with the plague, whkh 
conthiued to rage with great violence. 
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CHAPTER II. 

From the Battle of Fiowden to the Reformation, 

-^-* — 

Xhb death of king James occasioned a change in the gorern- 
ment. The administration of it devolved^ in the first instance^ on 
the queen dowager 5 but as, by afterwards marrying Angus, she 
was considered as having virtually resigned her authority, it was 
transferred to the duke of Albany. On his arrival at Edinburgh 
on the 26th of May, 1515, he was received with great pomp by 
the three estates of the kingdom, and by the queen who met him 
at Holyrood-house. On the 12th of July, the parliament having 
met at Edinburgh, he was inaugurated into the office of protector 
and governor of Scotland, and the three estates took an oath that 
they would be subject to him in that capacity, till the king should 
come of age. Some time after, when on a tour through the 
kingdom, he was informed that the queen designed to escape to 
England with her two infants ; upon receiving this intelligence, 
he hastened to Edinburgh, and demanded them of the queen, 
who refused to give them up. Surprising, however, the castle 
of Stirling, to which they had been conveyed, he got possession 
of them^ and placed them under the care of three noblemen in the 
castle of Edinburgh. In his absence, on a visit to France, the 
queen came to Edinburgh for the purpose of seeing her children ; 
this gratification was refused her by D'Arcy, the lord warden of 
the kingdom, who, after lord Ersklne had conveyed the children 
to Craigmellar Castle, under the pretext that they were 
in danger from the plague, but in reality to gratify the 
queen, ordered him back with them to Edinburgh, and pre- 
cluded all access to them in future by the mother. She conti- 
nued, however, to reside in Edinburgh, attempting, from time 
to time, but without success, to get divorced from Angus. 

The castle at this time was a prison of state, as well as the 
residence of royalty 5 several noblemen^ who had been engaged 

c 
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in broils, having been snccessively incarcerated in it. Nor 
was the town without its share in the evils of that detracted 
period. By the collisions of the Hamiltons and Douglasses, 
whose principal leaders contended for the provostship, it was 
made a frequent scene of riot and disorder. The most remark- 
able affair of this nature that occurred was called cleame tk§ 
causey. Though the regent had published an edict, prohilut- 
ing any person connected with either of the above-mentioned 
parties, from competing for the office of provost, the earl <^ Ar- 
ran presumed to interfere in one of the elections. Being ob* 
noxious to the citi^ns, they shut the gates against him ; a 
scuffle ensued, and the Hamiltons were driven from the town 
with the loss of seventy- two men. This bloody affray took place 
in the year 1520, at the time the parliament was about to as- 
semble. For the purpose of suppressing this turbulent spirit^ 
the town-council tried to augment the power and respectability 
pf the provost, whom they provided for emergencies with four 
men armed with halberts, and paid, in addition to his usual 
salary, the sum of 100 merks Scots ) but such means were 
quite ineffectual for the purpose which was intended to be 
accomplished by them, and the chief magistrate of Edinburgh 
was still unable to cope with the lawless and factious spirits of 
that age. 

The regent returning from France in the following year, 
made a kind of triumphal entry into Edinburgh. He dispkced 
the magistrate who had been put in by Angus. During the year 
1523, after the truce with England, Henry VIII. sent a small 
squadron into the Forth, which, meeting with a firm resistance, 
returned without having accomplished any thing except the 
seizure of some ships. The parliament met at Edinburgh on 
the 18th of July, and at the instance of the king and regent, 
authorized the removal of the former, who was now eleven years 
of age, from Edinburgh to Stirling. Albany, having soon after 
quitted the kingdom for the last time, James, though but thirteen, 
assumed the management of affairs under the superintendence of 
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his motUer. Thenobility were convoked in Holyrood-honse^ and 
•wore allegiance to him. One of the acts of his authority which 
respected Edinburgh, was the issuing of an order, that Francis 
bothwell, then provost, should resign his office, which he ac- 
cordingly did, under a protest at the same time that his conduct 
in this instance might not afterwards form a precedent, nor be 
considered as derogatory or prejudicial to the rights and privi- 
leges of the town. 

About the year 1525, Angus seized the government, and, 
among other acts of despotism, appointed his uncle Archibald 
Douglass provost of Edinburgh, and principal searcher of the 
ports of Scotland : such was the power of this nobleman and 
his party, that under their protection the principal assassins of 
one M'Lellan of Bombie, who was murdered at the door of St. 
Giles's church, walked with impunity about the streets of Edin- 
burgh during the sitting of parliament. Indeed, the influence 
of Angus was so great that the queen herself, before she would 
consent to come to the capital at this period, had to be assured 
by this personage of safety for herself and household while she 
resided there during the sitting of parliament, and for three 
days after its prorogation, — a circumstance that displays the 
general character of barbarity and misrule which pervaded that 
period. 

Frequent attempts had been made, accompanied with blood- 
shed, to deliver James from his confinement in the castle of 
Edinburgh, to which Albany, who had obtained his person, 
subjected him, and which he bore with extreme impatience. 
At lasti in the year 1528, he effected his escape himself, and 
was resorted to by the barons, when they were thus convinced 
that he was capable of acting independentiy. The Douglasses 
in revenge attempted to murder him, having met for that pur- 
pose at St. Leonard's chapel, near Edinburgh, but their designs 
were timeously discovered. In the year after his assumption 
of the government, he put an end to the disturbances which had 
so long afflicted the capital, by inflicting summary punishment 

g2 
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on tbc borderers, to whom chie6y these evils had been owing. 
In 1531, the king s advocate was made provost of Edinborgh, 
and held there a court of parliament. 

The year 1532 is distingnished by one of the most import- 
ant events in the annals of the metropolis. Several endeavours 
had previously to this time been made to give some form and 
stability to the administration of right, which were now con- 
summated in the establishment of a college of justice, — the 
&>undation of the present court of session. A standing jury 
was appointed for settling all matters of law and equity, with a 
president to be their organ. On the 13th of May, the lords of 
the articles laid the proposition for instituting this court before 
the parliament. It runs thus : — '' Item, anent the second ar- 
tickel concerning the order of justice -, because our sovereign 
lord is maist desirous to have an permanent order of justice for 
the universal of all his lieges ; and therefore tendis to institute 
an college of cunning and wise men for doing and administra- 
tion of justice in all civil actions : and therefore thinke to be 
chosen certain persons maist convenient and qualified yair to., 
the number of fifteen persons, half spiritual, half temporal, with 
an president.*' In consequence of this institution, by which 
greater security was afforded to the lives and property of men, 
the town became a place of much greater resort than formerly. 
It was in this year, likewise, that the council offered the kiug 
300 men completely armed, to attend him in his expeditions 
whenever he should require them. 

On the 19th of May 1537> James arrived at Leith with 
Magdalene, eldest daughter of Francis, whom he had espoused 
in France. They were received with every demonstration of 
joy and attachment. She remained at Holyrood-houae till the 
preparations were completed for her entry into Edinburgh, 
which soon after took place, with processions of great magnifi- 
cence, and with every evidence of joy on the part of a loyal peo- 
ple. But these rejoicings speedily gave place to mourning and 
gloom, for only forty days intervened between the queen's nup- 
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tials and her funeral. The king^ howeTer, was married agun 
in the following year. His second wife^ Mary of Onise, en- 
tered Edinburgh in Jaly^ and was welcomed with rich presents 
and glad acclamations. Farces and plays were performed in ho- 
nour of this joyous occurrence. We find, however, that owing 
to those expensive entertainments, 'Uhe city cash had run 
so low at this time as to render it necessary for the council 
to mortgage the northern vault of the Netherbow port, for the 
sum of 100 merks Scots, to repair the said port or gate withal." 
And in the year 1541, the funds of the city seem to have been 
in a similar state of exhaustion : the inhabitants having been 
under the necessity of borrowing from the king 100 merks Scots, 
for the purpose of keeping in repair the king's park wall al 
Holyrood-house, — a duty which was imposed on them, probably 
in consequence of the privilege with which they were favoured 
of taking stones out of that park for paving the streets. 

In 1543 there was a disturbance in the city, which had its 
origin in a dispute between the merchants and craftsmen. The 
power of electing magistrates had for a long time been exclu- 
sively in the hands of the former, which naturaUy excited the 
envy of the latter. On the 12th of August their irritation was 
strengthened and called into action by a law encroaching on 
iAAh rights, which was passed by the magistrates. In the town- 
house the deacons of the trades drew their swords to shew that 
they had been injured, and that they were determined to have 
redress, upon which they were seized by an armed force, 
and imprisoned. The craftsmen then assembled, and drew up 
to rescue and support the deacons ; but when the matter was 
beginning to wear a serious aspect. It was put an end to, and a 
reconciliation effected by the interposition of the regent Arran. 

After the death of the king, which happened in the year 
1542, Henry VIII. entered into anegodation, the object of 
which was to obtain Mary as a wife for his son ; but from the 
want of patience and faith which he manifested, the governor 
and ^own-coundl conceived themselves justifiable in breaking 
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off the treaty. The king of England, however, resolving i9 
accomplish by force what he could not attain by peaceable 
means, sent first the earl of Hertford with a fleet in 1544, and 
afterwards the dnke of Somerset with an army^ which defeated 
the Scots at Pinky. The latter commander, though he (Sun- 
dered Edinburgh after this victory, was more merciful than the 
lormer -, who after landing his troops at Leith, and being in-^ 
formed that the Scottish nation would suffer every disaster be- 
fore they would submit to his ignominious terms, gave up 
Leith and Edinburgh, which made little resistance, to pillage, 
and then to the flames. The surrounding villages and country 
were then laid waste, and a large booty conveyed from them 
into the English ships. Amid the terror, however, which this 
des^^ing army had excited throughout the country, Hertford 
fuddenly re-imbarked part of his troops, and sent the remain- 
der over-land to England. 

A reinforcement in the year 1548 arrived from France, 
whose services were not necessary, as the En^ish had takea 
their dq)arture. If we except the works which they threw up 
at Inveresk, and for the erecUon of which the people of Edin- 
burgh were required to furnish 300 workmen with proper tools 
for six days -, these Frencii soldiers procured no advantage to the 
nation, but were rather injurious to it, by the bloody tumulta 
which their disagreements with the inhabitants of Edinburgh, 
where they lodged for one winter, perpetually occasioned. The 
whole war, in fact, while it was useless to the English, who 
did not, after all, effect the design of it, was most wasteful and 
ruinous to Scotland. 

Notwithstanding the poverty to which the nation had been 
reduced by the war with England, we find that the Spanish am- 
bassador was entertained at Edinbur^^ in the year 1555, at an 
expense of £2b, 17«. l^^. Scots. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Fn»n the Reformation to the Union of the Crowns of England 
and Scotland, 



As the proceedings of the Refonnation come in "with more 
propriety under the head of the ecclesiastical history of Edin- 
burgh^ a few notices of the history of the city during this time, 
are all that are here required. 

In 1556, the town-council increased the allowance of the 
provost to j6lOO Scots, for cloatMng and spicery, with two 
hogsheads of wine 3 and ordered the servants of all the inha- 
bitants to attend him with torches from vespers to his residence. 

Mary was espoused at Paris to Francis, the dauphin of 
France, in 1558. On this occasion the magistrates favoured 
the inhabitants with a theatrical treat. An invasion from Eng- 
land being dreaded, the merchants agreed to raise and maintain 
736 men completely furnished wiUi military accoutrements, and 
nearly the same number was provided by the craftsmen. In 
this year the queen was presented by the magistrates with 
three tons of the best wine, and twenty pounds of wax. The 
particular reason of this gift is not apparent. 

The power of the provost was augmented by the interest 
and patronage of the queen-regent, and was exercised occa- 
sionally in a very despotic manner, especially on those who 
professed their attachment to the reformed religion. He im- 
prisoned at one time two of the magistrates, without assigning 
a reason, — and on another occasion, when he had to leave 
Edinburgh for some time, he gave orders for the commitment 
of certain persons to prison, informing the baileys, whom he 
had appointed to perform this office, of his resolution to inflict 
a similar punishment upon them if they ne^ected his com- 
mands. But, fortunately, he was soon after deprived of his 
authority, as the queen-regent was unable any longer to sup- 
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port her party. About this time, the craftsmen, assisted by 
her influence, aspired to a vote in the town-conndl 3 but owing 
to the opposition made to them by the merchants, they were 
not successful. 

The queen-regent dying, the govemment was left to the 
care of the lords of the congregation, as they were called, who 
were the principal and associated patrons of the Reformation. 
Deputies from France and England met at Edinburgh, and 
agreed to two treaties, which provided for the removal of the 
French troops, that had been employed in the support of the 
old religion, and for a peace between England and France. 
This treaty was proclaimed at Edinburgh on the 6th of July 
1560 3 and partial tranquillity was thus restored to the king- 
dom ', a parliament met at Edinburgh on the 1st of August, the 
usual formalities were dispensed with, and a great part of their 
time was consumed in disputes as to the legality of the meeting. 
The objections on this score, however, having been over-ruled^ 
they proceeded to act on the treaty, and passed various laws 
favourable to the Reformation. They set aside the former 
establishment, formed another, and made a confession of faith 
for its regulation. A deputy was appointed to go to France 
with the intelligence of these transactions, and with a view to 
procure for them the sanction of Francis and Mary. But they, 
in place of approving the proceedings of parliament, heard of 
them with the utmost indignation, and spumed the messenger 
who related them. The Reformation had introduced a spirit 
of improvement in religion and morals -, a practice, therefore, 
which had long been persisted in of holding markets on Sun- 
days, and of engaging in recreations on that day, was now abo- 
lished by an act of council. Markets were fixed for other days 
of the week, and the inhabitants were prohibited from opening 
their shops during the hours of divine service -, women were 
forbidden to keep taverns, a custom which bad promoted licen- 
tiousness ; very wholesome and severe laws were enacted 
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against ykes of this nature. Persons chargeable with them 
were^ for the first faulty carried disgracefally through the town j 
banished the town or branded on the cheek with an ignominious 
mark for the second; and for a third offence punished with 
death. It was to the execution of the ^st of these laws on the 
person of the deacon of die butchers that a great disturbance 
which happened about this time was owing. He was carted 
through the streets^ and then committed to prison* The cor- 
poration, indignant at this aflfront cast upon their order, pro- 
ceeded to the jail, from which they forcibly liberated the pri- 
soner. The magistrates, strengthened by the authority of the 
privy council, procured the incarceration, in the castle, of those 
craftsmen who had been most prominent in the disturbance } 
but the deacons expressing their regret for what had occurred, 
and interceding in behalf of the prisoners, they were^released. 
Here this unpleasant affair ended. 

The magistrates having ordered both protestants and papists 
to attend the reformed church, the latter complied, but attempt- 
ed, at the same time, to seduce the young converts. The ma- 
gistrates on this account made a proclamation, ordering both 
priests and laity of the catholic church to quit the town within the 
space of forty-eight hours, together with all adulterers and forni- 
cators. The queen, provoked at this exerdse of assumed autho- 
rity on the part of the magistrates, and at the disrespect shewn 
to her religion, both by the character and manner of the procla<* 
madon, sent a letter to the council, complaining of their conduct. 
The papists, confiding in the queen, disregarded the order of the 
magistrates ; and the town-council, on the other hand, shewed 
their want of respect for the queen, by renewing their proda- 
matioh, only limiting the time to twenty-four hours, within 
which space all papists were to leave Edinburgh, on pain of 
being carted, burnt on the cheek, and banished the city for 
ever. Mary, still more offended at this outrage upon her pre- 
rogative, gave orders to the council and community to divest 
the magistrates of thdr offices. In domg this, however, they 
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outstepped their commission -, for they not only deposed one 
set of magistrates^ but^ without waiting for further directions 
from the queen^ proceeded to elect others in their room ; but 
they soon appeased her rage on this account^ by offering to 
choose other magistrates more to her liking. 

An insurrection about this time took place among the 
apprentices. On the 11th of April a great number of them> 
tumultuously entering the city with banners flyings assaulted 
the magistrates in the discharge of their duties. But the most 
active of these being apprehended and secured^ a stop was put 
to any further proceedings. In the following months however, 
the city was disgraced by a similar disturbance. The common 
people, when about to engage in their m<iy-^<imef, weredepriyed 
by the magistrates of their swords and ensigns. This gave rise to 
a tumult. The people got possession of the city-gates, but 
on having their ensigns restored to them, they were appeased, 
and were proceeding again with their amusements 3 when the 
magistrates having arrested one Balen for his concern in this 
affray, and erected a gibbet for his execution, a still greater 
tumult was excited. The enraged mob rescued the prisoner, 
and besieging the magistrates in the town-house, would not 
relieve them till they had bound themselves not to prosecute in 
future any who were engaged in such riots. 

In the same month a convention was held at Edinburgh, 
without doing any thing of importance that has come down to 
our knowledge. The magistrates took the precaution on this 
occasion of commanding the citizens to be in arms -, and em- 
ploying a party of horse, for which service each soldier 
received five shillings Scots per day. 

Francis, the husband of Mary, having died, James Stewart, 
prior of St. Andrew* s, was appointed to repair to his sister, the 
queen, and to request her immediate return to Scotland. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 9th of August, 1561, Mary arrived at Leith, 
and was exultingly received. The nobles and tradesmen alike 
testified their joy. Musicians were employed to serenade her. 
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affording melody which she told them she liked well, and de- 
sired might be continued some nights after. On the 31st of 
August, she made her public entry into Edinburgh. Splendid 
preparations had been made. The common council had given 
orders to raise 4000 merks Scots for providing a banquet and 
defraying the expense of a procession. A triumphal car was 
made, a canopy procured for being placed over the head of the 
queen, and velvet and satin dresses provided for the citizens 
who were to attend the procession, aud those streets through 
which the cavalcade was to pass were decorated in a manner 
befitting such a magnificent ceremony. The queen, and her re- 
lations the French princes, were entertained with a dinner in 
the castle, on their leaving which, a boy was let down from a 
cloud, who delivered to the queen a bible, a psalter, the keys 
of the castle, together with some verses, and *^ terrible signifi- 
cations of the vengeance of God upon idolaters." On the 6th 
of September 1661, Mary appointed her privy council, and 
placed lord James Stewart at the head of her administration. 
After thus arranging her government, she set out from Edin- 
burgh to visit the principal towns of Scotland. 

Some months afterwards, the Tolbooth, or Town-house, 
agreeably to an order of the queen obtained by the council, was 
taken down, and a new one built at the western end of St. 
Giles's, in which the college of justice might bold its meetings. 
But so slowly did the erection go forward, that the lords of 
session threatened to remove the court to St. Andrews, if they 
wer^ not speedily accommodated with a place for their meetings. 
In consequence of this threat, greater dispatch was used, and 
the required building soon completed. The expense, in place 
of being defrayed by the public in general, for whose benefit 
the erection was intended, fell wholly on the town, — a circum- 
stance of injustice, which gave great offence to the inhabitants. 
Whether from the discontent thus produced, rather than from 
a scuffle which had taken place in the streets between lord 
Ogilvy and sir John Gordon, or, from both these and some 
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other causes, the privy-coancil dreaded an insarrection. Hav- 
ing imparted their suspicions to the magistrates, the latter, with 
great promptness, took the necessary measures to prevent such 
an occurrence. This had the desired effect, and the magistrates 
were honoured with a 'letter from the queen, in which she ex- 
pressed her warmest thanks to them for having by their pru- 
dent and energetic conduct preserved the tranquillity of the 
capital. 

Such was the antipathy which the Reformation had pro- 
duced in the nunds of the people to every relic of popery, that 
the picture of St. Giles, which had been placed in the town- 
standard, was, by an order of the council, now effaced from it, 
and the thistle substituted . About the same time it was enacted, 
tiiat no person should fill any public or civil office who was not 
a friend to the cause of Reformation, and that those who were 
convicted of the crime of fornication, should undergo a ducking 
operation, in a certain place of the Northloch, where a pillar 
was erected for the purpose. 

In the year 1564, sir James Car vet was apprehended for 
having, contrary to law, celebrated mass, and was punished, 
both before and after his trial, by the inhabitants, who placed 
him on a sort of pillory, and pelted him with rotten eggs. The 
queen was exasperated at this insult upon her religion, and was 
resolved that it should not pass with impunity -, she accordingly 
sent notice to her friends in various parts of the country, re- 
questing them to march with their respective forces to Edin- 
burgh, and reduce its inhabitants to a sense of their duty. In 
these alarming circumstances, the magistrates sent a deputa- 
tion to Stirling to wait upon her, and to give a true statement 
of the affair. This having the effect of vindicating the magis- 
trates, and being corroborated by her own advocate, whom 
she had employed to inquire into the circumstance, she was 
pleased to countermand the march of the troops to Edinburgh ; 
but soon after ordered the provost to be degraded from his si- 
tuation> and another person to be electa in his room. 
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On the 98th of July 1565, Darnley was proclaimed kbg at 
the market cross of Edinburgh, and on the following day be 
was married to the qneen, notwithstanding the opposition which 
had been made to it by Murray, the assembly of the kirk, and 
by the town of Edinburgh, in which an insurrection broke out 
against it. This event occasioned a rupture between Mary and 
the friends of Reformation, some of whom were banished to 
France^ and others went to England. After the parliament^ 
however^ which met in March IS66, Murray and his ad- 
herents returned to Edinburgh, and offered themselves for trial. 
It was abont this time that Rizzio, the secretary of Mary^ was 
murdered in Holy-rood house. Mary, soon after this event, 
retired with Darnley to Dunbar, whence she immediately re- 
turned to Edinburgh, with a considerable force, and took pos- 
session of the city, expelling the assassins, and pardoning 
Murray and his friends. On the 19th of June 1566, she was 
delivered of her son, James, in the castle. This glad event 
was celebrated by illuminations. 

The next remarkable event, by which the metropolis was 
affected, was the murder of Darnley. It was in consequence 
of this that the association called the solemn league and cove- 
nant was formed, the object of which was to revenge the king*8 
murder, and to secure the person of the prince from the designs 
of Bothwell, the reputed murderer. To this association the 
council of Edinburgh attached themselves ; and, in pursuance 
of its object, as well as for their own safety, ordered the 
town -wall to be repaired and mounted with artillery, com* 
^ manded the citizens to provide themselves with arms in caae 
of an attack, and entered into a contract with the governor for 
their mutual defence. Troops assembled at Edinburgh, and 
proceeded to Musselburgh, to oppose the queen and Bothwell; 
but the former, entering into a treaty with the associated lords, 
was brought back to Edinburgh, where she was treated with 
every mark of insult by the populace. She was conducted to 
tiie provost's house, whence the craftsmen, sympathizing in 
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her misfortunes, proposed to rescue her, but they were pt»i- 
suaded by the associated nobles not to make the attempt. Slie 
was afterwards carried to Locldeven castle, where she signed 
a resignation of her sceptre. James was crowned king of 
Scotland in a few days after her resignation. Three of the 
town-council represented the city at the coronation. On the 
15th December 15G7, the three estates assembled at Edinburgh 
in the town-hall. By an act passed at this time the resignation 
of Mary was legalized, and the coronation of her son recog- 
nized as constitutional. 

The escape of Mary on the 2nd of May 1568, produced a 
change of affairs. The regent prepared to meet her in battle. 
The magistrates of Edinburgh put the city in a state of de- 
fence, and placed over it a guard. But the battle of Langside 
decided against the queen, and she was obliged to fly to Eliza- 
beth for protection. A parliament was called for the purpose 
of punishing by fine those who had taken arms against the 
regent, and the deacons of Edinburgh were ordered by the 
magistrates to assemble their respective trades, in order to 
ascertain by oath to which side they belonged. During the 
meeting of parliament, the city was in arms to prevent any bad 
consequences from the inflamed passions of angry senators. 
A pestilence, which at this period raged within the city, com- 
bined with the discords of faction to make the metropolis a 
scene of great confusion and misery. 

By the unexpected assassination of the regent, which was 
perpetrated by Hamilton, of Bothwelhaugh, at Linlithgow^ 
on the 21st of January 1569-70, Edinburgh was thrown into 
great perturbation. A strong guard was ordered to be kept 
night and day. Alarmed by this event, the senators of the 
college of justice proposed leaving the capital. This, however^ 
seems to have been prevented by the importunity of the town- 
council, who sent a deputation of their members to request the 
lord chancellor to use his influence in hindering their depar- 
ture, promising, as an inducement to them to remain, their 
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Utmost assistance ia the king's affairs, and speedily to revenge 
the murder of the regent. 

The queen's party having marched from Linlithgow to 
Edinburgh, and Kirkaldy the governor of the castle and pro- 
vost of the town, of Edinburgh, having obtained their admis- 
sion within the walls, a civil war commenced. In May 1571 
two parliaments were held at Edinburgh ; the king's in the 
Canongate, and the queen's in the Tolbooth. Forfeitures were 
made against each other within, while the adherents of the 
opposite parties engaged in scuffles without. The castle was 
held for the queen by the able exertions of the governor,' and 
Lennox occupied Holy-rood house for the king. The city be- 
longed alternately to the one party and to the other, the inha- 
bitants being thus subjected to a twofold calamity. In 1570, 
an army of 1000 foot and SOO horse, under the command of 
sir William Drury, arrived from England, and summoned the 
castle to surrender. For two ye^rs a predatory warfare was 
carried on, which was succeeded by a truce. In this interval, 
the earl of Morton, then r^ent, built two bulwarks across 
the High-street, near the Tolbooth, with the design of de- 
fending the town by them from the fire of the castle. At the 
expiration of the truce, the governor commenced a cannonade, 
by which several people were killed, and others dangerously 
wounded, and some houses burnt to the ground. A treaty was 
agreed upon by the leaders of the opposite parties, to which 
Kirkaldy refused to accede. The regent having procured 1500 
foot, and a traui of artillery from Elizabeth, sir W. Drury, 
their commander, summoned Kirkaldy to surrender, but was 
answered only by signs of defiance. Five batteries were then 
raised against the castle, and the siege vigorously carried on. 
The fort was defended with the utmost determination and gal- 
lantry} but, after a noble defence of thirty-three days, the 
garrison would no longer hold out, and Kirkaldy was reluct- 
antly compelled to capitulate, having first been assured by the 
English general of safety to himself and friends. But Morton, 
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whose castle had been demolished by Kirkaldy^ could not for- 
give him for that action^ and ordered him to be hanged on the 
5d of August, at the cross of Edinburgh. 

The trades of Leith having taken it upon them to choose 
deacons for themselves, the latter, for this usurpation of inde- 
pendence in an unfree town, were summoned to appear before 
the common council of Edinburgh to answer for their conduct. 
They obeyed the summons, and were committed to pris<m, 
where they were required to remain until they should relinquish 
all pretensions to the titles and privileges which they had as- 
sumed to themselves. Alarmed at these proceedings, the inha- 
bitants of Leith appointed a deputy to wait upon the council^ 
and to intimate their willingness entirely to submit to its autho- 
rity. A decree was then passed, defining the power of the 
citizens over their neighbours of Leith, and declaring it incom- 
petent for the latter to lay daim to the appellations and offices 
•of the former. 

Morton was now established in the regency } but the deeds 
of cruelty and rapacity by which his administration was mark- 
ed, rendered him an object of detestation and odium to the 
nation ; and the united influence of popular opinion, and of the 
hatred felt for him by the nobles, compelled him to resign his 
authority. James, himself, then began to manage the public 
affairs. At the commencement of his reign, he honoured the 
inhabitants of Edinburgh with special tokens of his favour and 
gratitude, in return for their performance of services, which 
had indicated their attachment to his person, and their loyalty 
to his government. After the resignation of Morton, the cas- 
tle of Edinburgh, which was held for him by his brother, was 
called upon to surrender 3 but that person resolved to sustain 
a siege before he would submit. A slight engagement in con- 
sequence took place. Some of his party, whom he had dis- 
patched for the purpose of buying provisions, were intercepted 
on their return j the articles which they were carrying taken 
from them, and some of the soldiers wounded. But Morton 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF EDINBURGH. 25 

haTing soon after receiTed a pardon, the castle was yielded up 
by the governor. With this state of things, however, the am- 
bitious mind of Morton was not to be satisfied. Coming un- 
expectedly on the garrison at Stirling, he took possession of 
it^ and obtained the custody of the king's person. 

The king disliked very much the thraldom to which he 
was subjected. Attempts were made to rescue him. Se- 
veral noblemen with this design collected a considerable 
force ; but they failed to procure the concurrence of the inha«- 
bttants of Edinburgh, whom they twice in vain ordered to 
come to their assistance. This firm and resolute spirit was 
evinced by the citizens on another occasion likewise; for, 
when at the instigation of Morton, a command was issued by 
the king, requiring them to elect particular magistrates of his 
nomination, they indignantly spumed the proposal. 

Becoming very impatient under his confinement, the king 
complained to the chancellor, and requested him to use means 
for his release. As tlie information with respect to his majes- 
ty's situation reached Edinburgh about the same time that an 
ambassador from England arrived, the citizens began to suspect 
that their sovereign was in perilous' circumstances, and betook 
themselves to arms^ raising the cry that Morton had sold them 
to the En^ish, and that he was to deliver up the king to Elir 
zabeth. A herald sent by Morton brought orders soon after 
in the king's name to apprehend those who had taken arms. 
In these conflicting circumstances, the provost was uncertain 
how to act, and repaired to Stirling for more determinate com- 
mands. For this journey he was rewarded with imprisonment 
in the castle of Down. An accommodation, however, spee- 
dily followed, and the provost was set at liberty. 

The king issued a requisition for a parliament to convene 
at Edinburgh in October 1 579, and removed from Sterling to 
the capital for the purpose of attending it. On his entrance 
into the city, he was received with a splendid welcome by its 
joyful inhabitants, who had for the occasion put on their best at- 

E 
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tire, and decorated the streets with tapestry and arras -work. 
On his reaching the land-gate, the townsmen met him in arms, 
ahd the gons of the castle were fired. He then passed on to 
Holyrood-honse, accompanied by 200 horse.. Great rejoidngs 
ensued in the city, and the parliament was held in the Tol- 
booth, where it continued to sit for some weeks. 

Morton had, in the mean time, been sinking in the esti- 
mation of the king. In December 1580, he was arraigned 
before the privy-council for the murder of Damley. In case 
he might, as the last resource of a revengeful and despairing 
spirit, make an attempt upon the life of the king, the latter 
applied to the town-council for a guard to protect his person. 
Accordingly, a hundred hackbutters were appointed to attend 
him within the palace of Holyrood, and an equal number of 
the citizens was added for guarding his residence by night. 
Two hundred hackbutters were also raised to convey Morton 
from Edinburgh castle to that of Dumbarton, where he was 
condemned to lose his head. Subsequently, the king had a 
permanent guard of thirty persons, who were inhabitants of 
Edinburgh, and paid by the town. 

Such, in those times, was the inefficiency of the law, that 
the king could not go abroad without being exposed to attempts 
upon him by his nobles, in whose power it sometimes was, 
when they had, any particular ends to serve, to seize him as 
their property. An instance was afforded about this time in 
the detention of James by the earl of Gowry and other noble- 
men, when his majesty was on a visit to the former at his cas- 
tle of Ruthven. They committed him to dose confinement, 
prevailed upon him to expel from his presence the duke of 
Lennox, and affected to assume the regulation of the kingdom. 
Lennox, coming to Edinburgh, made known the condition of 
the king to the magistrates, and requested that they would 
join with him in endeavouring to procure the assistance of the 
barons for his enlargement. To this application they made 
answer, that they could not with propriety write to the barons ^ 
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bot that if he did so> they would beg of them to bring only their 
domestics to Edinburgh ; and that it was their resolution^ on 
their being more fnUy assured of the fact of their king*s im- 
prisonment, to spare no expense, and to shrink from no dan- 
ger, by which his deliverance might be effected. A letter was 
soon after received from his majesty, in which, making no re- 
ference to any thing extraordinary in regard to himself, he 
merely enjoined upon them the preservation of tranquillity, 
exhorted them not to take arms at the instigation of any person, 
and recommended to guard well the town for fear of a foreign 
assault. The magistrates, in reply, having imparted to him 
the information which they had received from Lennox, were 
assured, in a second letter from the king, that he was at per- 
fect liberty, and that it was his intentbn to pay an early visit 
to the metropolis. About the same time, they were applied 
to by Gowry and his coadjutors to put into the magistracy cer- 
tain persons whom they mentioned. To their honour, how- 
ever, be it recorded, that, low as the spirit of liberty and 
independence had sunk, the council were determined to pre- 
serve sacred the sootall portion which yet remained 3 and, 
alarmed at the prospect of the renewed surrender of their 
rights to the arbitration of every faction that might arise, they 
refused to accede to the degrading proposal. They declared, 
that choosing whomsoever they pleased for their provost, he 
should be one who would consult the interests of the city, 
and one for whose conduct they would pledge themselves to be 
responsible. This spirited answer not satisfying the king, he 
sent them two letters, the purport of which was, that they 
should continue their provost in office, and elect for baillies 
such as were attached to his person, and those who were 
named in a list which he transmitted to them. 

The cmkspirators now carried the king to Edinburgh. The 

ministers came out to meet him, and, as the procession 
moved along the streets a psalm was sung, expressive of the 

joy of the multitude at the dangers escaped, and the advan- 
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tages possessed, in the captivity of the king. The extraor- 
dinary event of regal bondage soon spread over all Europe. 
The feelings of Mary were mnch afflicted by the intelligence. 
The French court, sympathizing with James, sent an ambas- 
sador to attempt his emancipation. This ambassador was ill 
received by the clergy and nobility. For such treatment, the 
king was desirous of compensating, and requested the magis- 
trates to give him an entertainment. A day accordingly was 
appointed for this entertainment, but the clergy, on their part^ 
announced a fast, and censured, in a series of addresses from 
the pulpit, the conduct of the magistrates and nobles. Notwith- 
standing this opposition, the banquet took place at the appoint- 
ed time, and cost £iGZ: 10: 9 Scots. 

On the 2^thof June 1583, the king emancipated himself from 
slavery. Gowry was then pardoned, but afterwards suffered 
death at Stirling, for having a second time involved himself in 
a conspiracy against his sovereign. The city of Edinburgh rose 
in defence of the king. Several insurrections occurred, but they 
were quelled, without having produced any serious effects. 

In the opinion of James, the power of the clergy had now 
overstepped its limits, and he was determined to curb it. With 
this view, he called a parliament on the ^d of May I5S4. 
A guard of forty gentlemen, well mounted, whose duty it 
was to wait on the king, and who were to receive for their 
services an annuity of £200 each, was now set on foot. The 
governor, too, of the castle, had a handsome salary allowed 
him ; and to give greater respectability to the provost, it was 
decreed by the town-coui)cil that he should henceforth, during 
the sitting of parliament, be attended to and from the Tolbooth 
and Holyrood house by twenty of the principal citizens. There 
were passed at this meeting of parliament various acts, which 
went to establish the king's power over all estates and sub- 
jects ', to prohibit all conventions or jurisdictions from taking 
place without the king's permission ; to disqualify dergymeti 
to be senators of the college of justice, advocates, or notaries; . 
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and to provide suitable punishment for slanders agunst the 
king, his family, or his goTernment. These proceedings giv- 
ing great offence to the clergy, some of their number, during 
their progress, attempted to get admission into the parliaments- 
house, the doors of whidi were shut against them. They pro- 
tested, however, against the enactments, when they were 
proclaimed at the cross; but apjHrehensive that their lives 
were in jeopardy, they soon after retired to Berwick, from 
which place they ever and anon transmitted letters to the ma- 
gigtracy. James still continued to interfere at elections, but 
his influence was much diminished, and his authority frequently 
disregarded. 

But dictation at elections was not the only evil which the 
tyranny of James inflicted on the inhabitants. There was 
another spedes of oppression to which they were subjected, 
consisting in their being obliged, whenever the king required 
it, which was very often, to give costly entertainments to am- 
bassadors from foreign countries. Now, the French ambassa- 
dor is treated with a dinner, and, then, their graces of Navarre, 
Holland, &c. On occasion of the king's marriage to Anne of 
Denmark, the dtizens were ordered to support her and her 
retinue in a magnificent style tiU Holyrood-house should be 
fitted up for her reception. At one time, when called upon to 
entertain the two sisters of the duke of Lennox, just arrived 
from France, they rather demurred ; and, in excuse, pleaded 
the exhausted state of their finances, occasioned by their ex- 
penditure for the behoof of the royal aflairs. This, however/ 
had no effect 5 and after the rejection of a proposal which 
they had made, to advance a certain sum of money in place of 
the required support, they had to give in to the wishes of the 
king. 

On the king's reaching his majority, a parliament was con- 
vened on the 29th of July 1587> at which the acts formerly 
made were confirmed, and various new ones relating to do- 
mestic economy passed. About this time, James gave a royal 
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banquet in Holyrood-hooae. Wishing to reconcile to eac^ 
other the contendons nobles^ he caosed them to walk hand in 
hand in a procession whidi he ^;>pointed for ^e occasion -, and 
with the same condliatcny views the magistrates entertained 
the kmg and noUes at the market cross. 

In the following year, the Spanish armada made its appear- 
ance off the Scottish coast, an occurrence which occasioned 
considerable alarm. Preparations, however, were made for 
opposing it. The citizens were ordered to provide themsdvet 
with arms, and 300 men besides were raised lor the defence 
of the town. 

The marriage of the Idng was a source of inti^^ue to i3i- 
2abeth, who wished, by gaining over the ministers, to procore 
its frostration. As a counterpoise to this influence, Janes 
secretly attached to his mde the individuals who were at the 
head of the trades, and incited them to insult the chancellor and 
other counsellors. The consequence oi this was, that the 
latter had to dispatch commissi<mers to Denmark to negotiate 
the match. In the mean time, the king gave peremptory or- 
ders to the magistrates to make suitable preparations ibr the 
reception of the bride ; and after learning that she had been 
driven back by a storm, he obliged them to supply him with a 
ship, in whidi he himsdf sailed to Denmark, and transported 
his queen to Scotland^ They arrived at Ldth on the Ist of 
May 1590. The mimsters objected to her ONronaticNi, on the 
ground that the rite of unction was not proper -, but the king 
overpowered these objections, by threatening to get the cere- 
mony performed by a bishop, and, accordingly, the queen was 
solemnly crowned on the 7 th of May, with the accustomed 
rites, in the abbey church of Holyrood. She made her public 
entry into Edinburgh on the 19th, and the marriage was a second 
time sdemnized in St. Giles's church. On this occasion, she 
was presented by the magutrates with a rich jewel, which the 
king had deposited with them as a security for a considerable 
sum that he owed them, and they thus generously took the 
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royal promise as a sufficient pledge of payment. Great feasting 
Mid rejoicings fi^owed^ wliidi continued for a month, when 
the strangers departed, loaded with ridi presents. Oppressive 
as the enormous expenses thus contracted were to the dtaz^w 
of Edinburgh, and liberal as their conduct had been on this 
occasion, the king appears neither to have sympathized in the 
one, nor to have been grat^dl for the other ; for, he shortly 
after compelled them to take from him the sum of £40,000, 
Scottish money, which was part of his queen's portion, and 
to pay for it double the rate of interest, at which, from the ex- 
cellence of their credit, they could have borrowed money in any 
other quarter. 

A daring attempt on the life of the king was made on the 
37th of Deceihber in the same year. The earl of Bothwell 
broke into the palace at the hour of supper, and tried to sel 
fire to the king's i^artments ; but a number of armed citizens 
rqMuring to the palace, he was compelled to flee, not, how- 
ever, till he had killed some of the king's domestics. Eight of 
his accomplices were executed on the following day. He, him- 
self, lived to be forfeited by parliament in 1593, and to be the 
cause of much disturbance to the state. 

In 1593, the king b^an again to interfere in the politics 
of the city of Edinburgh, nominating what persons should be 
ele)cted to the magistracy. This officious conduct was partially 
resisted ; but James having published a list of those whom he 
wished to be elected, under pain of rebdMon, and having de- 
clared null those acts of parliament whidi stood in the way of 
his purpose, the citizens seem to have yidded to his wishes. 
He did not, however, stop here 3 but encouraged by their sub- 
missive spirit, issued an order that no person should repair to 
Edinburgh without his special permission, — an act of arbitrary 
and ci^ridous authority, wluch occasioned great grief to his 
subjects, who, it appears, had not spirit enough to be aff9cted 
in a d^rent way. 

On the birth of prince Henry in February 1594, the town- 
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conncil presented the king with ten tons of wine for the chris* 
tening of his heir^ and sent to Stirling a hundred of the citi- 
xens ridily accoutred to be present on that occasion. To a 
ceremony of the same kind, which took place about two years 
after^ the magistrates were invited ; and their hearts having, 
it would appear, been warmed by this expression of conde- 
scending attention, they engaged to give the princess j^iO,000 
merks on her wedding-day, — an engagement whidi they honour- 
ably fulfilled^ adding 5,000 merks to the sum which they had 
promised. 

The imbecility of the government about this period was 
evinced by tumults, which it was in the power of the earl of 
Bothwell, with impunity, repeatedly to exdte. Against the 
violence of this person, the king had to be protected by a 
guard of fifty citizens, which was furnished him by the town- 
council. Even the boys of the high school appear to have been 
sensible of the feebleness of the administration, having had 
the audacity to engage in a rebellion, in which one of the ma- 
gistrates was shot from the school-house. 

The time which elapsed between this period, and the acces- 
sion of James, to the Eng^sh throne, was chiefly occupied in 
ecclesiastical matters, which shall be considered in another 
place. The only occurrences worthy of being named were 
the conspiracy of Go wry, and the change of the year from the 
25th of March to the Ist of January. This alteration in the 
commencement of the year took place in direct opposition to 
the recommendation of Ovid^ in these words : 



frigoribns quare novus incipit annus. 



Qui melius per ver incipiendus erat ? 

When intelligence of the other event referred to reached Edin- 
burgh, a sermon was preached at the cross, and the people, 
on their knees, gave thanks to God for the king's deliverance. 
The lung arriving soon after, publicly confirmed the droum- 
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Stances of the affair -, but the clergy would not believe that any 
such thing had happened } and were rewarded for their incre- 
dulity by being banbhed from the city^ and prohibited from 
preaching or approaching within ten miles of the king's resi- 
dence on pain of death. Four of these ministers » however, 
afterwards declared their conviction of the truth of the con- 
spiracy, and were pardoned. The other one^ Mr. Robert 
Bruce^ continuing sceptical^ was banished from Scotland, and 
went to France. The dead bodies of the earl of Gowry and 
his brother were conveyed from Perth to Edinburgh, where 
they were hung up at the market-cross as traitors. James now 
enjoyed some years of tranquillity till the death of Elizabeth, 
which ha|>pened on the 24th of March^ 1603, and hi conse- 
quence of which he was on the following day proclaimed king 
of England. This event was made known in Edinburgh by 
various messengers, and produced a tumult of emotion in the 
mind of James, under which he behaved with great propriety. 
On the 31st of March the news was proclaimed at the cross 
by the secretary Elphinstone, and re-echoed by sir David 
Lindsay, the lion king, to the assembled nobility. Before 
leaving Scotland, the king delivered a speech to a numerous 
congregation in St. Giles's, in whidi he promised to defend the 
faith, and revisit his native country every three years. He 
took his departure for England on the 5th of April 1603. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

From the Union of the Crown$ to the Revolution. 



The accession of James to the throne of England did not 
make him forget his native country and city. Anxious to pre- 
vent his nobles from intermeddling with burgh politics^ he, in 
September 1606, by letter, reminded the magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, that, in the election of a provost, they were precluded 
by a particular law from choosing any person who was not a 
citizen. Nor was he inattentive to less important matters 
which respected them ; for he gave orders that, henceforth, a 
sword should be carried before the provost, and that the ma- 
gistrates should be provided with gowns, drcumstances of ex- 
ternal shew which had not before his time been attended to. 
At last, to complete bis gracious attentions, he honoured them 
with a visit, arriving on the 16th of May, 1616, at the West 
Port, where he was received by the magistrates and by some 
of the citizens, the former in their gowns, and the latter in 
their velvet habits. The town-clerk was appointed to address 
him, which he did in a highly complimentary strain. " This,*' 
he said, '^ is that happy day of our new birth, ever to be re- 
tained in fresh memory, acknowledged with admiration, ad- 
mired with love, and loved with joy 5 wherein our eyes behold 
the greatest lyiman felicity our hearts could wish 3 which is to 
feed upon the royal countenance of our true phoenix, the bright 
star of our northern firmament, the ornament of our age, 
wherein we are refreshed, yea, revived with the heat and 
beams of our sun (the powerful adamant of our wealth), by 
whose removing from our hemisphere we were darkened, deep 
sorrow and fear possessed our hearts 3 without envying your 
majesty* s happiness and felidty, our places of solace, ever 
giving new heat to the fever of the languishing remembrance 
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of our happiness : the Tery hills and groves^ accustomed be- 
fore to be refreshed with the dew of your majesty's presence, 
not putting on their wonted apparel^ but, with pale looks, 
representing their misery for the departure of their royal king/' 
The orator then goes on ^' to beseech, on the very knees of his 
heart, that his obedience to his superior's command may be 
a sacrifice acceptable to expiate his presumption on taking 
upon him to address his sacred majesty, to acknowledge the 
infinite blessings plenteously flowing to the ddzens from the 
paradise of his majesty's unspotted goodness and virtue," and 
'' to wish that his majesty's eyes might pierce into their very 
hearts, there to behold the excessivejoy inwardly conceived, 
&c." After this brilliant speech, a banquet was served up, 
and 10,000 merks were presented to him in a silver basin. 
The king at this time held his two-and-twentieth parliament, 
at which acts were passed *' for the election of archbishops and 
bishops," and ''for the restitution of chapters)" commission- 
ers appointed '' for the plantation of kirks ;" and several sta- 
tutes enacted on the subject of domestic economy. 

Being at Edinburgh, the king, in order to shew his learn- 
ing, invited to Stirling castle the members of the college to a 
disputation upon some given subjects. The names of the dis- 
putants were John Adamson, James Fairlie, Patrick Sands, 
Andrew Young, James Reid, and William King 5 and the 
monardi's wit may be discovered in the following versification 
of his remarks upon their merits, which was composed by his 
command : — 

As Adam was the first man, whence all beginning tak; 
So Adam's son was president, and first man in this act. 
The thesis Furlie did defend, which thogh they lies contidn. 
Yet were Fair-lies, and he the same right fsurly did maintain : 
The field, first enter'd master Sands, and there he made me see 
That not all Sands are barren Sands, but that some fertile be^ 
Then master Young, most subtilie the thesis did impugne. 
And kythed old in Aristotle, althogh his name was Young. 

F 2 
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To him succeeded master Reid^ who, thogh Reid be his i 
Need neithier for his dispute, blush, nor of his speech think shame : 
Last enter'd master King the lists, and dispute like a king. 
How reason, reigning like a queen, should anger under bring. 
To their deserved prdse have I, thus play*d upon ihm names. 
And wills their colledge hence be call'd the colledge of king Ja 



The king returned to London on the 15th of September 
1617- Edinburgh seems to have enjoyed uninterrupted tran- 
quility during the remaining period of the reign of James. 
When he cBed, in 16^S, the ministers of Edinburgh eulogized 
him as the most '^ religious and peaceable prince that ever 
was in this unworthy world.*' After the accession of Charles 
to the throne, which was prodaimed at the market crots 
by the officers of state, a convention was held at iBdin- 
burgh, the proceedings of which are now involved in obscu* 
rity. At the commencement of this reign, certain ships of 
war being wanted, and forts for securing the ooasts^ of the 
kingdom, the king wrote to the convention of boroughs to 
know what they were willing to contribute for these pur- 
poses. The common council of Edinblugh, we are inform- 
ed, entered zealously into the measure^ and not only agreed 
to advance their assessment, both ordinary and extraor- 
dinary, when called upon 5 but also offered to contribute, 
along with the states of the kingdom, a proportional part 
towards the maintenance of ten thousand men, and to as- 
sist in the erection of forts in their neighbourhood. Some 
time afterwards, also, a subsidy for four years having, agree- 
ably to the king's wish, been granted by parirament, the in- 
habitants of Edinburgh generously advanced at once their 
quota, amounting to j^40,000 Scots. For these acts of kind- 
ness, his majesty by letter expressed suitable gratitude, and 
by sending a sword and gown to be worn by the provost in the 
manner appointed by his father. In pursuance of this design, 
the common council gave orders that the lord provost and bail- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTOBY OF BDINBUBOH. 37 

lies should wear scarlet gowns on particular occasions^ and 
appointed a sword-bearer. Like bis £atber, Cbarles^ too> re- 
solved to visit bis native country; and^ tbongfa prevented for 
some years from fulfilling bis intention^ he at last accomplished 
it in the year 1633. Having been duly apprized of the honour 
designed them, the inhabitants of Edinburgh prepared to give 
him a splendid reception. The celebrated Dhimmond, of Haw- 
thomden, was appointed to address him ^n his arrival, whidi 
he did in all the profusion of pompous diction and poetical 
embellishment, which were characteristic of the times^ though 
with considerable more genius than his late predecessor in that 
office. The following is the exordium :— ^' Sir, if Nature could 
suffsr rocks to move, and abandon their natural places, . this 
town, foufided on the strength of rocks (now by the cheering 
rays oi your majesty's presence, taking not only motion but 
life), had, with her castle, temples, and houses, moved to- 
wards yon, and besought you to acknowledge her your's, and 
her indwellers your most humble and affectionate subjects; 
and to believe how many souls are within her circuits, so many 
lives are devoted to your sacred person and crown.*' He then 
proceeds to say of the town, that ** she offered by him, to the 
altar of her glory, whole hecatombs of most happy desires, 
praying, that his kingdom might flourish abroad with bays, 
and at home with olives, presenting him, who was the strong 
key of this little worid of Great Britain, with those keys 
which cast the gates of her affection, and designing him power 
to open all the springs of the hearts of these her most loyal 
dtisens." In another part, he says, that '' as the rose at the 
Mr appearing as the morning sun, disj^yeth and spreadeth 
her purples, so that the noise of your happy return to this 
your native country, their hearts; (if they could have shined 
through their breasts) were with joy and fair hopes made spa- 
cious : nor did they ever in all parts feel a more oomfortaUe 
keat than the glory of your presence at this time darteth upon 
them." Even the old are sud to ^' forget their age> and look 
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fresh and young*' on the occasion « and ** all have more joys 
than tongues.'* He conclndes with pledging a continuance <tf 
their attadunent to the king, *' so long as these rocks are 
shadowed with buildings^ these buildings inhabited by men^ 
and while men are either endued with counsel or courage, or 
•njoy any piece of reason, sense, or life/* 

After hearing this flattering oration, of whidi the choicest 
parts have been culled, and presented in this extract, the king 
approached the West-port, where was displayed a magnificent 
pageant^ on which a view of Edinburgh was depicted. A veS . 
being then drawn aside, the nymph Edinse, attended by beau- 
tiful damsels, made her appearance ; and^ welcoming the king 
in a short speech^ delivered to him the keys of the castle. 
The king^ after this ceremony, entered the gate, and was 
received by the lord provost, who delivered a congratulatory 
speech "} by the rest of the magistrates in their scarlet robes ; 
by the other members of the common council in blade gowns 
faced with velvet ; and by 360 young dtizens dressed in white 
satin doublets, black vdvet breeches, and white silk stockings, 
and carrying different kinds of alms. The streets, through 
which the cavalcade passed, were hung with tapestry, carpets, 
&c. lined on both sides by the train-bands, and crowded with 
a vast number of spectators. The king's visit to Edinbui|^ 
was honoured by other ceremonies. Three triumphal arches 
were constructed in different parts of the dty. One in the 
Over-bow Street exhibited a representation of the country <tf 
Caledonia, with the lady Caledonia richly dressed in ancient 
costume, and delivering a speech in verse. Another was placed 
at the west end of the Tolbooth in the High Street, and dis- 
played portraits of the Scottish kings, one of whom, Fergus, 
b represented as conducted by Mercury, and in the act of ad- 
dressing some advices to his successor. The third arch, on 
wUch the constellations were drawn, and the planets disco- 
vered making poetical orations, stood at the Netherbow Gate. 
At the Trone, a huge mount was raised, intended as a minia- 
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tore of the Parnassian^ and coTered with vegetables and rocks. 
In the middle oi it rose a very high pyramid^ from the top of 
which a stream of pure water> denoting that of Hippocrene^ 
was made to issue. A band of musicians occupied the cavity 
of the mount, and^ on the king*s approach performed^ in fine 
style^ a piece^ to which the name Caledonia was given. On 
the north side stood the nine muses splendidly attired^ with 
Apollo, who, on the cessation of the music, presented his 
majesty with a book of poems and panegyrics composed for the 
occasion by members of the college. All these absurd exhi* 
bitions, together with the present and banquet which the do- 
zens gave the king, cost them a sum upwards of j^41,000 
Scottish money. On the day after his arrival, the king repaired 
from Holyrood-house to the castle, and^ remaining there a 
night, returned to the palace. 

On the 18th of June he was crowned with new and splencHd 
ceremonies, in the abbey church of Holyrood. He convened 
on the 10th, in the Tolbooth, his first Scottish parliament, by 
which former acts respecting religion were confirmed, the pri-* 
vileges of the royal boroughs ratified, and a general enactment 
made in favour of the rights of the whole people. Notwith- 
standing, however, the apparent tranquillity of that period^ 
discontents existed among the people, which soon after the de- 
parture of the king began to display themselves in murmurings 
and complaints. 

Upon the town-council applying about this time to the 
king for a charter to empower the inhabitants to form them- 
selves into companies, he, suspicious, it would appear, of their 
intentions, desired them preidously to form their companies. 
His distrust, however, seems to have been removed, as we 
find lum in 1636 conferring on the dty of Edinburgh a charter^ 
in which all the privileges granted by his predecessors were 
confirmed. It appears, too, that companies of miHtia existed 
in the year 1645, the town being divided into as many parts as 
there were companies. 
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The attempt of Charies to introduce the episcopaiiio form 
of church government into Scotland, gave rise in that country 
to a course of civil disturbances, whidi seem to have been 
chiefly concentred in Edinburgh. The privy council and the 
court of session removed from that city to Linlithgow. The 
magistrates, in concurrence with the covenanters, who were 
making vigorous preparations Cor war, gave orders to the citi- 
aens to'make similar arrangements. The castle was attempt- 
ed by the covenanters, and the town-council aided in the affair 
^th a supply of 500 men, and a vote of j^50,000 Scots for 
the purpose of maintaining them. After a slight assault, the 
fortress surrendered. The covenanters afterwards took the 
king*s house at Dalkeith, and carried the regalia whidi they 
found there to Edinburgh castle, emf^oying at the same time, 
for the uses of war, a great quantity of ammunition and arms, 
of which they possessed themselves. Expecting an armament 
from England, they proceeded to construct fortifications at 
Leith, — a work in which persons of all ranks, and even ladies^ 
animated by a pious zeal, volunteered their services. But, in 
consequence of the pacification whidi took place between the 
opposing parties at Berwick, these fortifications were demo- 
lished, and the arms and ammunition belonging to them carried 
to the castle, which had been delivered up into the hands of 
the marquis of Hamilton, the king's commissioner. In con- 
sequence of this adjustment of matters, a public thanksgiving 
was made at Edinburgh, but complete repose was by no 
means established. A proclamation made at the cross, for- 
bidding the use of fire-arms on the pain of death, was not 
regarded ; and the parliament, which sat in December 16S9, 
rose with the feeling entertained by either party, that the 
proceedings of the other had been unconstitutional. In the 
beginning of the year 1640, the hostile spirit, which had been 
but partially smothered, burst out afresh in active preparations 
fpr another war. The magistrates raised fortifications to pro- 
tect the town from the assaults of the castle, placed a guard, 
and disciplined the citizens. Ruthen^ the governor^ fired upon 
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the town. Les^e having mustered his army at Leith^ invest- 
ed the castle^ which held out for some thne^ but at length 
capitulated from the want of provisions. These hosUUties were 
terminated by the treaty of Rippon on the 2d of September 
1640^ without having been marked by skill or vigour on tiie 
part of the king's troops, and attended with no advantage to 
his cause. 

Charles visited Edinburgh a second time on the 14tfa of 
August, 1641. His declared object was f' to perfect what he 
had promised, and to quiet distraction ^or the peo];de*s satisfac- 
tion." A parliament met on the 15th of July, the result of 
whose proceedings was an entire change in the government, 
Charles retaining only the name of king, and the kingdom 
only the appearance of monardiy. He agreed to an act <rf 
obUvion, by which his opponents were pardoned. This, 
however, was at the expense of his friends, whom he punished 
at the same time that be conferred honours and favours on 
those who had been his determined opposers. After receivbg 
an entertainment from the magistrates, he left Edinboigh on 
the 17th of November, having entrusted the diarge of his 
Scottish affiurs to a committee of the estates. 

On his return to England, he was quickly involved in a war 
with his pariiament, and was at first so successful against them 
as to induce his opponents to make application for assistance to 
Uiose who had espoused their cause in Scotland. The king, 
in order to defeat this measure, sent a letter to the magistrates 
full of tender r^^ard and flattering promises^ in which he 
attempted to secure their interest in his favour, by reminding 
them of their engagements and obligations, and by assurances 
of future kindness to them. Of this proffer of royal favour, 
however, they did not choose to avail themselves, any furtiier 
than to intercede with him in behalf of his English subjects in 
arms against him 5 but the latter were not satisfied with the 
terms {uropounded to them, and the Scots were rather disposed 
to distrust the promises of the king. The inhabitants of 
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Edinbnrgb^ therefore^ complied with the request of their 
southern friends^ fulfilling their part of the treaty between the > 
two pariiaments^ by which^ that of Scotland had pledged them- 
adves to furnish the English parliament with 18^000 foot^ 
9000 horse^ and 1000 dragoons^ all eflfective men, with a 
suitable train of artillery. Every male person in Edinboigh 
was ordered to present himself in a state of military pre- 
paration. A new covenant was framed in the name of all 
ranks in the country, by which the subscribers bound them- 
selves to effect the extirpation of popery and prelacy^ to 
reform the English churchy and to unite for these purposes 
as well as for that of mutual safety against every species of 
imposition to which they might be exposed. An army under 
the command of the earl of Leven thereafter entered England. 
A plague with which the Scottish capital was scourged, 
raged at this time with destructive fury. A physician of 
the name of Joannes Politious, was engaged by the com- 
mon council to visit the infected ; and by their order, also, 
together with the consent of the creditors, all debtors wbre set 
at liberty in consequence of this awful visitation of the Al- 
mighty. It was in this disastrous crisis, that intelligence was 
received of the defeat of the parliamentary army, by that under 
the marquis of Montrose. In this dilemma the town-council 
acted with great caution. They ordered proclamation to be 
made that none of the inhabitants might leave the town, without 
the permission of the magistrates, under a penalty of the 
forfeiture of their property, the loss of their freedom, and a 
fine of jflOOO. At the same time all burgesses who were out 
of town were required to return within forty-eight hours^ 
otherwise they should become liable to the same penalty. All 
householders too were commanded, on pain of a similar treat- 
ment, to give in an account of the names and quality of their 
lodgers. A strong party of the truned bands was appointed 
to guard the city from eight at night till six in the following 
morning; aad orders were issued for repairing the town-wall^ 
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in which two additional ports or gates were to be oonstrocted ; 
bat notwithstanding these preparations^ the town was still 
quite miable to defend itself, the plague having left only sixty 
men who oonld be of any service in case of an attack. Urged 
by this unhappy conflnence of necessitous and miserable dr- 
eumstanoes, the citizens complied with the proposal of Montrose^ 
who had promised them impunity on condition that they 
surrendered those royalists whom they had in custody. 

In the same year there was hdd a parliament, of which the 
earl of Lauderdale was president, and by whidi a tax was put 
on almost every necessary article. At these proceedings the 
citizens murmured, and meeting vnth no mercy from the 
magistrates^ sought redress from the dei^ 5 but the latter, in 
place of taking the part of the oppressed people, rather per- 
suaded them that the burden laid upon them would contribute 
to their ultimate advantage. 

Charles^ now reduced to the greatest extremities, threw 
himself into the hands of the Scottish army, relying upon their 
generosity. The baseness of the chiefs of that army in selling 
him to the English, and his subsequent execution, affected Edin- 
burgh with a portion of the disgrace which attached to these 
transactions, for though both the committee of the estates and 
the assembly of the Kirk protested agunst the cruel result to 
which the surrender of the king afterwards led, yet their efforts 
for preventing his death did not display much of the honesty 
and zeal of persons who were eager and sincere in the pro- 
secution of their object. 

The inhabitants of Edinburgh entered very warmly about 
this time into what was called the national agreement, the 
ohj/tct of which was to support the royal cause against the 
Engfish sectaries. Their quota of the army intended to be 
levied was to have been 1200 men, a number which their 
drained population could not well afford. They, therefore^ 
proposed to give in place of them^ a sum of money to the amount 
of jf40,OpO. On the defeat^ however^ some time afterwards 
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of the duke of Hamilton^ the original stipnlatioii was reqidred 
to be fulfilled 3 and thus both men and money appear to have 
been furnished. The latter was a loan which the town-coQiiGil 
had procured from individuals^ and which they refused afterwards 
to pay^ denying altogether the engagement, and resolying to 
defend themselves against all suits that might be brought 
against them on its account. In this conduct tiiey procured 
the acquiescence of the general assembly, who, when consulted, 
gave it as their judgement, ** that the magistrates should not 
in conscience pay any part of the aforesaid sum, nor interpose 
their authority for paying of the same.'* They were, however, 
afterwards obliged to fulfil the contract, by a sentence of 
the English judges in December 165^. 

Charles 11. was prodaimed king at tiie Cross of Edinburgli, 
on the 15th of July 1650 5 but as he did not consent to ihe 
conditions on which the crown was ofiered him, the marquis of 
Montrose made an attempt to place him on the throne on more 
agreeabb terms. Having been appointed by Charles captain 
general in Sco^and, he landed in the north vnth about 500 
foreigners, but was completely overthrown, and broughl a 
prisoner to Edinburgh. He viras met at the Watergate by the 
magistrates, the city-guard, and the executioner, and carried 
along ou a cart, the other prisoners walking two and two 
bef<H% him, and the hangman preceding him in his livery coat 
and bonnet. Two days after, he was brought before the 
parliament, and received from the diancellor sentence of 
death, which was carried into effect under drcurastances 
wfaidi shewed at once Ids fortitude, and the brutality of his 
enemies. 

The English parliament anticipating an accommodation 
between Charles and the Scots, sent Cromwell into Scotland 
with an army, and at the same time puUished adedaration, in 
wldch they charged the Soots with a violation of their engage^ 
Bients, and urged that nation to renounce their treaty witii 
the king. Cromw^^s army then^ to the number of 16^000^ 
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crossed the Tweedy and marched through Lothian^ encamping 
near the Fentland Hills, in Jnly 1650. Lesley commanded 
the Scots, who were at first drawn np at Corstorphine, bat 
afterwards entrenched in a fortified camp between JSdinbargh 
and Leith. The magistrates abont this period were applied to 
by the lord dianoellor Loudon, who was with the Scottish 
army, for provisions, which they seem to have fomished. In 
this situation Cromwell attempted to bring them to an engage- 
ment, but finding this impracticable, and that he was daily 
losing by the irregular warfare to which he was exposed, 
retreated to Dunbar. The king had now agreed to subscribe 
the ooyenant, as it was the only method by which he could 
obtain his kingdom } and, accordingly, on hb arrival on the 
coast of Scotland, adeputation of the clergy widted onhim, when 
he subscribed the national, and also the solemn league and 
covenant. He was afterwards obUged to subscribe a dedara- 
tion firamed by the commission of the general assembly, in 
which he had to confess the sins of his past life, and to profess 
that to the end of his life he would adhere to all that he had 
promised. In other respects, Charles was treated really as a 
prisoner, though he had all the exterior respect and attendance 
of a monarch. From Dunbar, Cromwell, pressed by difficulties, 
designed to transport Us troops into England) but at the 
moment this resolution was about to be fulfiUed, Lesley, in 
opposition to his own opinion, was prevailed upon by his 
officers and the clergy to give battie to the English. The con- 
sequence was the destruction of the Scottish army. By this 
event the capital was deprived of a regular government, the 
magistrates having together with the ministers and principal 
inhabitants deserted the town. In this dilemma, the remaining 
citizens assembled, and chose a committee of thirty to manage 
thedty, and treat mth Cromwell. These duties they dis- 
charged with such wisdom and skill for a period of fifteen 
months, as to be honoured urith the thanks of the subsequent 
town*council, and with the ratification of all the acts which 
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they had passed. On the 7th of September^ Cromwell poa- 
aesaed himself of Edinbargh and Lidth, and after a sic^ of 
three months took the castle. The inhabitants were now 
anxious to secure the favour of this powerful person^ and sent 
him an address with that view. It appears from a letter of 
thanks which they vm>te to him« that they had accomplished 
this object, and that he had conferred some particular favour 
upon them > but as there are no vestiges of the letter or address, 
it can now only be conjectured that this favour consisted in his 
imposing a doty of a plack on every pint of beer or ale, and 
probably too in his restoring to them the town of Leith, '' for 
which they gave him a bond of £5000 sterling, to take care 
of his military magazine over their Weigh House, in that 
place." 

When the English commissioners, for the settlement of the 
affairs of the nation, had arrived at the town of Dalkeith, a 
committee, consisting of three merchants and three tradesmen, 
was appointed to wait upon them, and to request their attend- 
ance at Edinburgh for the purpose of electing magistrates. 
Having been furnished at their desire with the original grants, 
empowering the inhabitants of Edinburgh to dioose their magis- 
trates, they gave orders that the election should forthwith take 
place. Two commissioners were then mentioned by the pre- 
ceding council, it having been dedded, that it was more 
convenient that they should be nominated by the council than 
elected by the whole people. These commissioners proceeded 
to Dalkeith, and returned with two papers, entitled The Town* 9 
Protection, and The Charter for Electing of Magiitraiei. It 
was now to be decided whether the magistrates should be 
elected by the citizens in general, or, according to the ancient 
usage and the meaning of the charter, by the previous coundl. 
After objections had been made to the latter plan, and a 
proposal to entrust the power of election to the commissioners 
had been made and rejected, the assembly proceeded to fill up 
the number of the council which had been deficient, owing to 
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the absence of some, and tbe dissentient opinion of others. On 
the 5th of Mard), this conncil concnrred in the choice of those 
deacons and connsellors who had been previously nominated^ 
and on the 9th of the month made choice of the magistrates for 
the renuuning part of the year. These haying accepted of the 
office, took the oath in presence of the judge advocate, who 
was deputed for that purpose by the commissioners. 

About this period a number of English families were settled 
by Cromwell at Leith. Fmding their situation not agree- 
able, owing to the oppressive treatment of their superiors, as 
the inhabitants of Edinburgh were called, they remonstrated, 
through general Monk, to the Protector. Monk pleaded the 
hardships of their case, and the great loss that the common- 
wealth and the army would sustun by their removal. CromweH 
referred the matter to Monk and two of the Scottish judges. 
The latter, however, had not time to determine it, and it 
devolved on the coundl of state, to whom the inhabitants of 
Leith gave in a statement of their grievances. A long and 
expensive litigation between the two towns ensued, till at last 
commissioners appomted by Monk to appear before a council 
having been heard on both sides, a decision was given in 
favour of Edinburgh, in consequence of which its inhabitants, 
according to agreement, had to pay JPSOOO sterling for the 
erection of a citadel in Lieith, designed for the good of the 
commerce and privileges of the capital. 

Edinburgh was at this time in great pecuniary distress. 
Three persons were made choice of to represent the city in 
parliament, who might procure assistance from government. 
Cromwell gave them a grant, by which they were enabled to 
keep up their credit for some time. StiU, however, they were 
above £50,000 sterling in debt, and their creditors were 
importunate. In these circumstances the town-council and the 
barons of exchequer satisfied their creditors by paying the 
interest, and obtaining exemption from advancing the prindpal 
tin it was convenient. As a small emolument, too, they were 
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allowed to oontiniie the tax on malt liquor 5 and an application 
which general Monk made in their fEiTonr seems to have broiij^t 
them some farther assistance firom Cromwell. 

Monk, after receiving the thanks of the magistrates for his 
kind attention and services during the time he was in Scotland^ 
and after meeting with the commissioners of the counties whom 
he had summoned to Edinburgh in order to give them instruc- 
tions for the benefit of their constituents^ returned to Enf^d^ 
with tiie design^ it was believed^ of rest<»ing the monardiy. 
On the 11th May^ 1660^ the magistrates sent the town-derk 
to the king, who was at Breda, expressing tiieir concurrenoe 
in his meditated restoration (already agreed to by both houses 
of paiiiament in England), and their joy at the prospect of sudi 
an event. Their messenger '' had a most gracious acceptance^*' 
and in the name of the boroughs presented '' a poor myte of 
£1000, which he did gradously accept as though it had been 
a greats business." The feelings of delight which the arrivid 
of the king in England excited in Edinburgh, were expressed 
in the customary mode of costiy feasting, a sumptuous banquet 
having been served up by the town-coundl at the Market-cross. 
The king, pleased it should seem by the attachment of the 
citizens, of which this circumstance had afforded a proofs 
granted them a. ratification of the tribute on wine, ale, and 
beer 5 and, after some disputes, this was now settled at one 
third of a penny on the pint of ale, and twopence on the same 
quantity of wine. He also promised at some future period to 
bestow upon them a more particular confirmation of th^r former 
charters, rights, and privileges, an engagement which he 
performed on the 9Sd of August, 1660, by abolishing the 
English tribunals in Scotiand, under which indeed justice had 
been well administered^ by restoring the ancient offic^^ and 
offices of state, and by appointing a parliament to meet at 
Edinburgh, by wlddi an act of indemnity was to be prepared. 
This parliament met accordingly on the 1st of January, 1661, 
lord Middleton presiding as king*s commissioner. Among its 
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other iniquitovs proceedings^ it rescinded all tbe acts of those 
parliaments which had sat between the years 1640 and 1646^ 
alleging as a reason for snch a daring violation of law and 
pcindple^ that all the miseries of the preceding three and 
twenty years^ were the necessary consequences of the invasions 
which had been made under the pretext of reformations^ on the 
royal anthority. By this parliament^ too, the charter of con- 
firmation granted to Edinburgh was ratified, and its power of 
regality over the Canongate confirmed. The people, who had 
long been destitute of regular employment, were now provided 
with work in consequence of several new statutes relating to 
domestic economy ; and the king had settkd on him for life a 
revenue, which wad designed for the maintenance of his Scottish 
affiedrs, and of which a sixth part was contributed by the county 
and city of Edinburgh. At a subsquent meeting of parliament, 
which took place on the 8th of May, 1662, acts were passed of 
revocation, as to those laws which had been made, and of 
oblivion;, with respect to those crimes that had been committed 
during the mmority of the king. Episcopacy, too, was re- 
established, and a declaration of fidelity prescribed to all 
persons in public trust. 

The estaUishment of the ^iscopal religion was in opposi- 
tion to every obligation both of honour and the oath by which 
the king was engaged. It was not surprising, therefore, that 
the Scottish people, so attached to presbyterianism, were 
indignant at the conduct of the king, and that they gave 
utterance to thar feelings of anger, in that freedom of expostu- 
lation and censure, winch the free state of the press at that 
time permitted. But the mind of the public was still more exas- 
perated^ when the liberty of speaking their sentiments in this 
way was greatly abridged, if not altogether taken away. The 
lord advocate and the lord provost were employed to collect 
all puUications of a seditious tendency, and no person was 
fuftred to retain in his possession works of that character. 
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Under the penalty of fifty and sometimes one hnndred guineas 
for each copy^ besides the liability to be treated as the author. 
Even women were to be banished to Shetland if convicted of 
this offence 5 and such utras the cbnstrnction put upon the 
law^ that a translation of Buchanan, De Jure re^rni apmd 
Scotos, was considered among the offensive productions. An 
^ct, bcisides^ was published^ requiting those who had stran- 
gers lodging With them to give up a list of their names. So 
strictly were the laws enforced, with regard to the possession of 
fire-arms, that nothing less than a warrant firom the privy- 
Council^ could entitle any gentleman to keep a fowling piece for 
his private amusement. The privy-coundl, also^ arrogated to 
themselves the right of bamshing to the West Indies, persons 
who might be concerned in riots, or in other kinds of public 
mischief; and an instance of this arbitrary assumption of power 
is recorded to have occurred about this time. The shopkeepers 
entered into a combination to keep their shops shut, in whidi 
they persisted for two days, producing great confusion, and 
tiolent riots. In consequence of an order from the privy- 
douticil, which demanded of the magistrates the adoption of 
forcible measures for the breaking open of the shops, should 
the merchants not hearken to peaceable ones^ quiet was 
restored -, those who had been most actively concerned wore 
Committed to prison^ and some of them even banished, the king 
having assigned this prerogative to his ministers. Religious 
persecution was now carried to its utmost lengthy people were 
demed the liberty of worshipping God according to their con- 
sciences, the half of the clergy were deposed for not conformii^ 
to the episcopalian form of worship, large fines were exacted from 
those who did not attend the churches of the establishment, and 
there were instances even of the imprisonment of gentlemen for 
five years, on the mere ground of suspected disaffection. 

The people were provoked to opposition 5 those of the 
western shires in partictdar having taken up arms^ and disarmed 
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the king's troops at Dumfries^ proceeded to Edinburgh. Mea- 
sures were taken by the privy-coundl for putting a stop to 
their progress^ and the city of Edinburgh was fortified against 
them ; no egress was permitted except to those who had 
passports. The gentlemen residing in the vicinity^ were called 
in to the assistance of the inhabitants. A company from the 
coll^ of justice^ provided with arms by the lord Lyon« 
was formed in behalf of the king, and those persons in the 
town who had horses, were required under the marquis of 
Montrose to join general Daiziel^ who had been previously 
sent from England to oppose the covenanters. The horrible 
cruelties which ensued upon the defeat of the latter, are too 
numerous to be even mentioned in this limited work. The 
attempt, however^ upon the life of archbishop Sharp in the 
streets of Edinburgh, led that prelate to advise somewhat milder 
measures^ which the easy disposition of the king, and other cir«> 
emnstances, induced the government to adopt. 

Two disturbances happened about this period in the capital. 
It had been the subject of controversy, whether there could be 
an appeal from the court of session to the king and his estates. 
Charles, alter investigating the matter, was of opinion, that no 
appeal should be made to him, and required the advocates, who 
had originated the discussion, to acquiesce in that decision, or 
be prevented from exercising their profession. A majority of 
the members of the bar, refused to submit to the sentence of 
the king, and were banished twelve miles from Edinburgh, so 
long as they continued refractory. It appears that both law 
and precedent were in favour of the independent authority of 
the court -, but, certainly the conduct of the advocates, proceed- 
ing as it must have done from sincerity and conviction^ 
discovered a manly and an independent spirit. 

During the year 1679, the duke of York, brother to the 
king^ visited Edinburgh, where he was magnificently entertained^ 
and where he made himself odious by attempting the revival 
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of the drama, and by eiicoDrag^ other amusements^ to whidi 
the people were extremely averse. It was this visit wfaidi 
occasioned all the disturbances to which allnsion has been 
made. The students of the university wishing to express their 
£slike to the popbh rdigion, which they knew that the dike 
professed, prepared a procession, with an intention to b«m the 
effigy of the pope -, bnt they had scarcely time for acocHnplid^ 
bg the latter, when the magistrates interfered and sent a party 
of soldiers, who secnred seven of the students, and lodged 
them in prison. From this place they were liberated in a few 
days, bnt lond threats testified that they were reserved to be 
revenged on the magistrates. The lord provost's home aft 
Priestfield, accordingly, was burnt. This act of videnoe wae 
imputed to the students, and, in consequence, the college gate* 
were shut, and the collegians were ordered to remove to the 
distance of fifteen miles from the city. But their friends 
having become answerable for their future good behaviour, 
they were restored to the enjoyment of their privileges. 

The duke of York held a parliament in Edinburgh in July, 
1681, when the laws relating to the security of the protestant 
religion were omfirmed, the right of succession to the throne 
firamed so as not to exclude a papist, and the tost act passed, by 
which it became necessary for those holding any office under 
government, to swear adherence to the protestant religion. By 
this act, unlimited submission to the king, both in civil and 
ecclesiastical matters was required. Besides, the parties so 
holding any office were compelled to subscribe to a confessioa 
of faith, in which the part of the oath that favoured the 
complete supremacy of the king in church and state was ex- 
pressly condemned. But many individuals were justly offended 
at this, and a great number of clergymen and persons in civil 
offices, refusing to take the oath, were banished $ and others 
left the country to evade the persecution to which non- 
conformity sul^ected them. The marquis of Argyle consented 
ho¥7ever to subscribe the test, on condition that he was allowed 
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to gite hifl own exphtBation of it^ wMdi was granted him. 
Bat be was afterwards broi^Bt to account for tbts yery cir- 
cimistance^ and at a still later period^ it contribnted to his 
edndemnation and execution. 

The city became now the barracks of a standing' army^ 
which^ though it produced a forced tranquillity^ £d not prevent 
frequ^t assassinations ; nun^)ers were martyred to satisfy the 
fury of a persecvting religion and of a tyrannical government. 
The duke of York had made himself so popular with the 
king's party^ that they offered hfan a sup][dy of seven mont&a 
auessment to sup^rt his sueeession to the crown^ tiiey also 
eviitted tikefe aittaehment Uy liie royal cause^ by dectiag Uios» 
magistMte^ whom the king had recommended $ and by jMg* 
ing their eseertions lo suppress eonventides and vagrant preaeh^* 
ers, whotti they called the pests of a kingdom ; and by ol&er* 
wise courting the notice and favour of his mqesty by means 
the most servile and unworthy. 

The extortions of which the ihinisters of Charles were 
giskty, must not be passed over in silence. Pretences the 
most ridieuloudy false were fikewise employed for the pur- 
pose of raising money^ «ad it was believed that greater seve- 
rity was used against the covenanters^ widi the very design 
tlhat Ihey might be indted to a rebellion, by which their pro«> 
perty woidd be confiscated} in these matters Lauderdale 
had a prindpal share ^ the convention of royal boroughs paid 
hia a pension in return for his influence. One instance of hit 
avarice and injustice may be statad : he procured from the 
king a grant, according to which the dtadd of Ldth was 
erected into a burgh of regality, under die name of Charleston ^ 
foreseeing that the magistrates would have to purchase the 
bopcmgh from him at any sum he might dioose to mentioBh 
They accordingly found themsdves imder the neoesdty of 
coming to an agreement with him, giving the extravagant 
pike of £6000 for the favour of this minister, who, at 
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£hat time in particular^ had it in his power to oppress them by 
the refiisal of certain grants which were necessary to enable 
them to liquidate thenr heavy debts. They had also to advance 
a moiety of £5000^ in consideration of the right to exact 
dnties tm wine and spirits^ which he had obtained for them. 
When intelligence of the demise of Charles II. which hap- 
pened in Febmary 168B, was received in Edinburgh^ the 
chancellor and the officers of state> the nobility^ the privy* 
oonndl^ the lords of session^ and the magistrates of the dty^ 
with the Lion king at arms and his heralds^ assembled ; a theatre 
having been previously erected^ and the militia drawn out. The 
cbmcdlor, who carried his own pnrse^ then with tears {hxh 
daimed James dnke of York to be the lawful king of Britain^ 
and all who were present swore fealty «ad allegiance to 1dm, 
the derk-r^ster reading the words of the oath. In honour of 
this events the castle guns were fired, an act of indemnity was 
published, and a sermon delivered, in which the preacher, Mr. 
John Robert, endeavoured to omsole his hearers for the loss of 
tiieir late king by descanting on the virtues of his successor. 
The magistrates presented an address on this occasion to the 
king, congratulating him on his accession to the throne, which 
he was pleased favourably to receive and thankfully to a<^ow- 
ledge I a proclamation, too, was issued, continuing all official 
persons in their places. In April at the meeting of parliament 
an act was passed for the confirmalion of the protestant religion, 
and the test was enforced by a new law 5 but the king soon 
made it appear that his favour to the reformed faith was but 
pretended, and that he could dispense with the test whenever 
he pleased. It was not long before he openly avowed the 
object whidi had been doaked under his hypocritical pretences. 
In his attempts to introduce pq^ery, attempts founded on a 
most absurd mistake, as to the facility of OMnpliance, in his 
Scottish subjects, he had recourse to an arbitrary exerdse of 
authority, which but ill comported with his previous lenity and 
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lundness^ and was in direct opposition as well to the laws of 
his country as to his own parliamentary enactments. No books 
that reflected on popery were permitted to be sold -, the public 
offices were filled with papists ; a papist was made printer to 
the king in place of the printer who had a grant to that situa- 
tion ) and the king took upon himself the privilege of nomi- 
nating the provosts of the several boroughs. 

But this tyrannical tendency on the part of the crown was 
met by a spirit of bigotry and persecution on the part of the 
people. When some persons of rank were returning from the 
popish diapd^ they were insulted by a number of apprentices 
and others who had collected. A baker who was engaged in 
the riot having been whipped by order of the privy-counciI> the 
populace rescued him, and chastised the executioner. Soldiers 
were ordered to attend, who fired on the mob, by which three 
persons lost their lives : some of the rioters were tried and 
convicted; but the privy-coundl were afraid of inflicting 
punishment, except in the cases of two individuals, one of 
whom was hanged and the other shot *, the former had used 
some reproachful language, which he himself declared was 
meant for the mob and not for the papists; the latter had 
drunk confusion to the catholics and health to the king in the 
same bumper, and yet notwithstanding these severe measures, 
we find the magistrates, in a letter of thanks to the king for 
restoring the summer session of the law courts, speaking of 
'' their hearty devotion to his service, and of his princely 
goodness and care," professions which, arising from a momen- 
tary impulse, were consequentiy soon fedsifted. 

The fSsU of the Stuarts was now approaching m the fate of 
their last representative. In the months of September and 
October 1688, an invasion from Holland was anticipated, 
and preparations were made for resisting it, an order was 
issued for the raising of militia, and for the erection of 
beacons on the the coast. It was onfly two days before 
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the landiiig of the prince of Orange^ Uiat the Scottish 
biih£^ seat an address to the king, in wludi, reCarring 
to the threatened invasion, they expressed thor confidence in 
him for the protection of their chnrdi and religion^ and their 
earnest desires, '' that God wodd give him the hearts of his 
sntjects and the nedLS of his enemies." 
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CHAPTER V. 

From the Revolution to the Rebellion in 1745. 



Thb arrival of the prince of Orange being announced at Edin- 
burgh^ maltitades of presbyterians immediately flocked thither. 
The earl of Perth, who was chancellor, took a hasty leave of 
the city, and a mob of people assembled for the purpose of 
burning the popish chapel at Holyrood- house. They were 
here opposed by a band of one hundred men, who hred upon 
them, killing twelve, and wounding more. The defenders, 
however^ were at last overpowered, and the furniture and 
ornaments of the chapel wiere devoted to destruction. Other 
ravages were committed on the property of catholics, and the 
students paraded with the college mace carried before them, 
and with music, to the cross, where they burnt the effigy of 
the pope. Owing, however, to the guards who were station- 
ed tliroughout the town and in the neighbourhood, and to the 
prudence of the duke of Gordon in not firing jfrom the castle, 
nothing further of a serious nature occurred. The town-coun- 
cil, who had but lately been so fulsome in their flatteries to the 
late king, were now equally subservient to his successor, offer- 
ing him their services, begging his protection to their persons, 
the city, and its privileges, and expressing their readiness to 
concur with him in the preservation of the religion, laws, and 
liberties of the country. 

By those Scottish nobility and gentry who were in London, 
the prince of Orange was authorized to assume the government 
of Scotland until a meeting of the estates should be called. 
This meeting, accordingly, was held at Edinburgh. The 
bishop of Edinburgh prayed on the occasion for the welfare 
and restoration of king James. A letter from James, and 
another from the prince, were then read. To the former the 
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only answer which they condescended to give, was a passport 
to its bearer. After declaring themselves a free and lawful 
meeting, and taking care that the military forces of the coontry 
were collected, the estates came to the decision, that James 
by not having at hb coronation taken the oath required by law, 
and by endeavouring to subvert the constitution, had forfeited 
his right to the crown, and vacated the throne. William and 
Mary were then declared to be king and qaeen of England, 
and OB the 11th of April they were produmed at the cross 
king and queen of Scotland, the regal power, however, being 
confined to the former. A list of grievaaoefl was then pre- 
sented for redress $ the previont elections of magistrates hav- 
ing been irregular, new elections were appobted to take place 
in the royal borooghs ; several nunisteri in Edinburgh were 
deprived of their churches for not praymg for the newly-ap- 
pointed sovereigns ; the meeting of the estates was by autho- 
rity of the king converted into a parliament, and the presby- 
terian mode of religion was substituted for prelacy. 

This new state of things, however, was not effected with- 
out some interruption. The castle, under the duke of Gordon, 
still held out for James, and he had some adherents among die 
higher orders. Lord Dundee on leaving the city, where he 
dreaded assassination for his attachment to the former long, 
climbed the castle rock, and had an interview with the duke of 
Gordon. This circumstance gave rise to a rumour that an 
insurrection was intended by Dundee, and a dreadful alarm was 
produced. The drums beat to arms, and the troops, which the 
duke of Hamilton had quartered in the city, were brought out; 
but no serious consequences followed. The greater part of 
the friends of the banished monarch now either relinquished his 
cause, or left the city; and the castle, the only place of 
strength in his interest, being almost destitute of provisions^ 
ci^itulated on the ISth of June, 1690. 

The members of the college of justice were deprived of all 
their arms except their swords, owing to the suspicion diat 
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they were attached to the old goTermnent ; others^ who had 
also ittcorred suspicion, were committed to prison in great 
nvmbers, and the lords Balcarras and Kilsyth were immured 
in dmigeons : some, according to Amot, were tortured to giye 
evidence. Such severity of treatment, however, if it did 
exist to the degree alleged^ was contrary to law, and to the 
wishes of the government -, and may feirly be attributed to the 
excesses which underlings of every administration are apt to 
indulge in while executing the orders of their superiors: 

In the year 1695, the Darien expedition was undertaken, 
which so nearly concerned and so intimately affected our north- 
em metropolis. An act of parliament having been procured, 
a company was formed, and jf 400,000 sterling was subscribed 
by Scotsmen residing in Scotland, for fitting out ships to trade 
with Africa and the Indies. These ships, six in number, and 
loaded with commodities <d different kinds, set sail from the 
Forth. When intelligence of the settlement of the company on 
the isthmus of Darien, in 1699, reached Edinburgh, the greatest 
joy was manifested. Thanks were offered in all the churches, and 
the pnuses of the undertaking were sounded from the pulpits. 
News arriving of the defeat of the Spaniards in their attempts 
to destroy the settlement, the mob, in an extacy of joy, com- 
piled the inhabitants to illuminate their windows, threatening 
destruction in cases where their wishes were not complied with, 
which threats they, in some instances, carried into effect. But 
their feelings proceeded to a still more extravagant pitch, for, 
securing the avenues of the dty, they burnt the doors of the 
prison, and liberated two persons who had been confined f^ 
printing publications obnoxious to government. The ferment 
became still more violent, though of a different complexion, 
when, by the failure of the expedition, their rejoicings were 
turned into vexation and fury. Such, indeed, was the state 
of popular commotion, that the commissioner and officers of 
state were induced to leave the scene for some days, in order 
to escape the vengeance of an infuriated multitude. 

I 2 
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On the death of William, queen Anne took the toFonatioH 
oath required by the Scottish statute, and sent a letter to the privy 
council in Edinburgh, empowering them to act in her name, and 
containing assurances of her resolution to maintain the govern- 
ment, both ecclesiastical and civil. She was therefore proclaimed 
queen of Scotland. ^ The officers of state were continued in 
power till further advice should be received. By order of her 
majesty, the parliament, which had sat during the last reign, 
was convened on the 9th of June, 1702, the duke of Queens- 
berry actmg as the queen's commissioner. The duke of Hamil- 
ton, with seventy-nine of the members, withdrew from the 
assembly, on the ground that it was irregular 5 and in favour 
of this opinion a vote was passed by the faculty of advocates, 
who, on this account, were reprimanded by the pai^ament. 
At this meeting, the estates recognized the authority of the 
queen, passed a law securing the protestant religion and the 
presbyterian form of it, and declared the meeting to be lawful 
and constitutional, to impugn whose proceedings was to be 
regarded as treason. 

Shortly after this period, the chancellor had nearly lost his 
life in a disturbance, which had its origin in the following dr- 
cumstance. A ship, the property of the African company, 
had been seized in the Thames by the English, who would not 
resign their prize, notwithstanding tlie repeated applications 
of the Scots. In return for this act of injustice, the latter took 
a ship belonging to the East-India company, which had sailed 
into the Forth. The crew of this vessel unguardedly disclosed 
some information respecting a Scottish ship in the East Indies 
which they had plundered, and for this confession they were 
brought to trial and condemned. The evidence, however, 
having been inconclusive, applications were made for their 
pardon. The day of execution had arrived, and the magis- 
trates were uncertain whether to carry in force the sentence of 
the law, when a great number of people assembled around 
the prison and in the parliament square, demanding revenge 
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for the wrongs which their conntrymen had suffered. This 
determined the magistrates to give up some of the criminals to 
punishment) bat> as the lord chancellor was going in his 
carriage from the privy council, some person cried out that the 
prisoners had been reprieved. Upon this, the chancellor's 
coach was stopped at the Tron church, the glasses broken, 
and himself pulled from the carriage. He was rescued by some 
friends, but it was found necessary to sacrifice the seamen to 
the resentment of the populace. 

In the parliament, of which the duke of Ai^le was com- 
missioner, and which met in June 1705, something was done 
with a view to an union between the two kingdoms, in imita- 
tion of the example which had previously been set them by the 
English parliament, into which a bill had been brought, en- 
abling the queen to appoint commissioners to treat of an union. 
On the 16th of April, 1706, negociators from the two king- 
doms met, and on the ^d of July the articles of union were 
finally adjusted and signed. 

Several circumstances, however, concurred to prevent the 
union from being hailed with universal approbation. The con- 
tiguity, indeed, of the two kingdoms, formed a reason for their 
coalescence ; but that very thing had also given rise to many 
jealousies, antipathies, and strifes, which were calculated to 
embitter any junction that might be made. The massacre at 
Glencoe, the establishment of the African company, and the 
execution of Green the pirate, were occurrences that operated 
against the union in the minds of persons of all ranks, sects, and 
parties, which, conspiring with the removal from Edinburgh of all 
its ancient appendages of royalty, were fitted in a peculiar man- 
ner to displease the inhabitants of that city. No sooner, there* 
fore, were the articles of union made public than the most 
violent symptoms of dissatisfaction were exhibited. A great 
concourse of people filled the square and outer department of 
the parliament house, venting their displeasure at those who 
favoured the union, and, on the other hand, loudly testifying 
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their approbation of its opposen. On the 23d of October 
they assaulted the mansion of their late prorost and repre- 
sentative in parliament^ sir Patrick Johnston^ who hiid advo- 
cated the cause of wnion^ and who^ on this occasion, narrowly 
escaped falling a sacrifice to popular fbry. They then pro- 
ceeded in a disorderly manner through the streets, receiving 
ccmtinnal accessions to their number ; and, by nine at night, 
the dty was wholly in their power. To prevent their blocking 
up the ports, as they had threatened, a party of soldiers was 
ordered to the Netherbow, and a battalion of foot guards se- 
cured the parliament square and the lanes of the city. These 
measures restored tranquillity : but it was thought proper t» 
retain the military ; and three regiments remained in the city, 
while a party of guards took ehaige of the abbey, and another 
attended the commissioner. An army, besides, was posted in 
the neighbourhood of the metropolis for the purpose of sup- 
porting the parliament. The members under this protection 
met on the 3d of October, 1706, and subsequently ratified the 
articles of union« In the English parliament the same measure 
was readily and cordially carried, and thus was effected the 
very important matter of an union between Scotland and Eng- 
land. At first, those advantages that had been expected from 
it, and which have since been fully realized, were not ex- 
perienced by the inhabitants of North Britain, owing probaUy 
to the sudden change of affairs, and to Uie want of those re- 
sources which were requisite for turning such a transition to 
good account. 

In pursuance of the union, and Uie law which was enacted 
for the cdlection of the revenue in Scotland, an immense 
number of English tax-gatherers overran Scotland. '' Dressed 
in a little brief authority,'* they had assumed an importance, 
and exercised a severity, to which the spirit of Scotsmen could 
not submit. The discontent occasioned by this and other 
circumstanees, was improved by the Jacobites for the further- 
ance of their views, the Pretender was invited, and soon ar- 
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rived with a French fleet in the Forth> for the purpose of making 
an attempt upon the crown. InteDigence of this event was spee- 
dily forwarded to the lord provt^t by the earl of Leven^ who 
commanded a smdl body of <fisafiected troops. The magis- 
trates, withoit deky, transmitted an address to her majesty, 
which assured her of t^ir most hearty and resolute intention 
to oppose the invader, and desired the interposition of her 
authority in certain measures which they were about to adopt. 
This address was received in the most gracious manner, and 
procured the thanks of the queen, together with assurances of 
her continued protection and favour. Nor were the professions 
of the inhabitants of Edinburgh unsubstantiated. Thirty men 
were added to the town's company of fnsileers, and the dty 
was put in a defensive posture : but happily these preparations 
were superseded by the success of sir George Byng in driving 
the French fleet from our shores, — a service for which he re- 
ceived an elegant entertainment, and the freedom of the dty, 
from the magistrates. 

But the calm whidi now seemed to pervade Scotland was 
of short duration. The violent measures of the government 
aroused a spirit which had slumbered, but not expired, and 
which ultimately led to the rebellion in 1715. Edinburgh ad- 
hered to the cause of royalty; and '' its council provided for 
the security of the town, and the support of government, by 
ordering the dty walls and gates to be repaired and fortified 3 
the sluice upon the north loch to be dammed up, and trenches 
to be made 3 the town-guard to be augmented; the trained 
bands to be armed 3 400 men to be raised and maintained at 
the dty's expense ; and vessels to be fitted out, to assist the 
king's ships in preventing the rebel army from crossing the 
Forth.** The rebels commenced hostilities, by endeavouring 
to surprise^ the castle, in Which attempt they failed. Fifteen 
hundred men, headed by brigadier Mcintosh, having crossed 
the Forth, dexterously duding the vessels which cruized along 
the coast, possessed themsdves of Seaton house in East Lo- 
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thian. From this they shaped their course in the direction of 
Edinburgh* but finding it well prepared for a siege, they were 
induced to make a diversion to Leith, the citadel of which they 
held for some days. The duke of Argyle could not^ in the 
first instance^ for want of artillery^ dispossess them of it ; 
but, on his return with a supply of cannon, they left him mas- 
ter of the place. They were afterwards attacked and defeated 
on their march to the south. For these exploits . the duke of 
Argyle received the acknowledgments of the town-coundl. 
This feeble rebellion was soon after extinguished upon the 
arrival of six thousand Dutch troops. The inhabitants of 
Edinburgh entertained these foreigners with great kindness, 
for which they were honoured with the commendations and 
thanks of the duke of Argyle. 

In the year 1718, Scotland was threatened with a new 
Spanish invasion, a hundred and thirty years from the date 
of the former, and Edinburgh was fortified for resbting any 
attack. It was about this period that the provost received a 
regular salary of j£300 a year to defiray his expenses. Pre- 
viously, he had been remunerated by various perquisites, ari- 
sing out of the money which was paid for the enjoyment of 
lucrative offices, and from other unworthy sources. For the 
trouble and expense which attached to his office as their re- 
presentative in parliament, the town-council had before this 
time granted the same person an allowance of the annual sum 

of jesoo. 

. A petition had been presented to her majesty in the month 
of April 1710, with the view of obtaining her permission and 
assistance to build wet and dry docks in Leith. This petition 
had met with the approbation of the queen and the privy coun- 
cil. The orders, however, to raise money for the object in 
contemplation having been neglected by the treasury, the 
matter was revived about this time. The government, in- 
stead of furnishing the money as they had promised, prevailed 
upon the inhabitants to undertake the work on their own 
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•oooimt, by offering tliem an act of parliament for a prolong- 
ation of nineteen years to a former grant of twopence Scots 
on every pint of ale and beer sold within the dty and liberties. 
The purchase of this act of parliament, which cost £lWO 
sterling, and the partial execution of the plan, occasioned, 
within the peridd of seven years, an augmentation of the debts 
to nearly double their previous amount. 

The omspiracy against the government, which was managed 
in favour of the Pretender by the bishop of Rochester, was 
oflkially made known to the citizens of Edinburgh, and.called 
forth from them an address replete with their own, and the 
praises of the government. Their peaceable deportment at 
the period of the Scottish malt tax, when the city of Glasgow 
was so excited, elicited from his majesty the most flattering 
testimonies of satisfaction, which they, of course, were not 
slow in amply admowledging ) and it was not long before they 
had another of^rtunity of testifying their good wishes to the 
state by congratulating the accession of George H. to the 
throne. A dreadful fire took place in the same year, by which 
a great part of the Lawnmarket was ocmsumed, and much pro- 
perty destroyed. For the relief of the numerous su£ferers, a 
sum of j^938: 15 { 8 was raised by subscription, under the 
superintendaooe of the magistrates, who, together with lord Mil- 
town, wcDB employed to distribute the money : and though they 
devoted A great portion of it to its proper design, yet we find 
them lavishing the remainder on objects in no way connected 
with the purpose for which it waif collected j a gentieman, who 
was afterwards member of parliament for the city, having re- 
ceived jCl24: 4, and another, who subsequendy filled the 
office of brd provost, having been presented with nearly dou- 
ble that sum. 

We now come to an event of an almost unprecedented na- 
ture, and which excited a considerable ferment throughout the 
two kingdoms. The Scots were not altogether reconciled to 
the Qniouj «|d various causes had contributed to increase the 
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mortification their national pride had reoeiTed : and an nndue 
exercise of power^ on the part of the constituted anthorities 
taking place at this jonctofie^ stirred up the latent animosities 
of the people. A mob being assemUed to witness an execution, 
some boys, according to the cnatorn in those days^ having 
thrown stones at the execntiqner^ John Porteous^ ci4;>tain at 
the city-guard^ was provoked to fire twice on the people, by 
which six persons lost their lives, and eleven were dangerously 
hurt. For this he was brought to trial and condemned, but 
received a reprieve firbin the queen regent. The people, ex<* 
asperated to the highest degree by this lenient treatment of aa 
act so cruel and precipitate, were resolved to be themselves 
the executioners of his sentence, and with a secrecy and skill 
which set subsequent detection at defiance, and whidi, com* 
bined with other circumstances, made it probable that they 
were persons of no vulgar diaracter, they proceeded to accom- 
plish their designs. In the first place, the town-guard watf 
disarmed,^ and the city gates secured ; the Tolbooth gate waa 
then assuled with hammers $ these proving ineffectual, it wm 
set on fire and soon destroyed ; the mob then liberated all the 
prisoners excepting the miserable, object of their vengeanoe^ 
Attempts were unsuccessfully made by the magistrates and the 
members of parliament to allay the commotion, but genml 
Moyle would not consent to take out any of his troops, having 
no written mandate from tiie magistrates authorizing sudi a 
measure. When the ringleaders of the affray had reached the 
Grassmarket by tordilight, they bought a coil of rope in a 
shop which they fordUy opened, and having indulged their 
prisoner with a few moments to dispose of the money whidi ho 
had on his person, they suspended him on a neighbouring.poal 
near the place where the deed for which he suffered had be^ 
perpetrated : they then peaceably repaired to their respective 
homes. 

This outrage could not be passed over with impunity by 
the government, to which it was such an indignity. Infer* 
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mafiotk Having been sent by express to bis mi^jesty iben at 
Hanover, a reward of £W0 was offered for eacb person wbo 
sbonld be convicted of baving taken a part in tbe fool transac** 
tion, and immnnity from pnnisbm^it was prodaitned to tbose 
#bo would give evidence against tbeir associates in guilt. Tbe 
lord provost^ after an imprisonment of tbree weeks, was or- 
dered to attend in tbe bonse of lords, witb tbe baillies and 
tiiree of tbe lords of jnstidary. Wbetber tbe latter sbould be 
received on tbe woolsacks, at tbb table » or at tbe bar, was a 
question tbat bad not been contemplated in tbe articles of 
union, and gave rise to considerable discussion, wbicb ended 
in tbe agreement tbat theii^ lordsbips sbould appear at tbe bar 
id liieir robes of office. Tbe justice of tbe sentence against 
Porteous was tben investigated. Some of tbe members cen« 
sured tbe conduct botb of tbe judges and jury, and a motion 
was made for finding the judgment of tbe court to bave been 
illegal and improper 3 but tbe sentence baving been clearly 
vindicated this motion Was witbdrawn. 

In the bppse of lords a bill was passed, embracing in it? 
object tbe deposition fr6m bis office, and tbe imprisonment of 
the lord prpvOst, tbe demobtipn of tbe. gates at tbe Netberbo^ 
port, and tbe dissolution of tbe city-guard. Only one Scots- 
man bad Opposed it in tbe upper house, And it was favoure4 
by only one in the lower, where it passed through such an 
ordeal of resistance, |is essentially to change its character : 
the imposition on the city of a fine of, .fgOQOCor the benefit of 
Porteous's widow having been substituted for those parts which 
required the incarceration of the provost, the abolition of the 
guards, and the pulling dovyn of the gates. The bill was carr 
ried only by the casting vote, and would have been lost had 
two Scottish members been indulged with the liberty of retiring 
from an appeal which they were attending in the house of lords, 
or bad the churman of the committee voted, as was usual in 
bis drcumstances^ on the side of mercy. The city of Edin- 

K 3 
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borgh was thus encambered. widi an expeaie wbicb it bad 
done notbing to merit, and was obliged to exinate a crime to 
wbich it bad not been accessary, and for whicb, as tbe prq>er 
means for tbe discovery of tbe offenders bad been nsed, it 
ongbt not in jastice to bave been responsible. Bnt one good 
efibct flowed from this severe measure. It was adopted as a 
tegnlation in cases of future disturbances, tbat tbe magistrates 
and counca should^ witbout waiting for any notice, convene 
in the conndl-diamber, and tbat the beads of tbe different 
corporations should, under a penalty of £lOO Scots eadi, be 
at hand to perform such services for the suppression of in- 
surrections as the magistrates might prescribe. 

The year 1740 commenced with such a severe frost as to 
stop the mills throughout the country, and thus occasion a 
great scardty of provisions -, and a great' fall of snow at the 
same time made the conveyance of coals to tbe city almost im- 
practicable, so that some persons died of cold. In alleviatioB 
of these heavy calamities, great exertions, both publidy and 
in private, were made by the magistrates, and generous indi- 
viduals. But owing to the bad harvest that Mowed, and the 
consequent rise in the price of provisions, the populace were 
excite to acts of disorder and pillage, which required the 
fordble aid of the military to check. After an interval of a 
year, the same riotous disposition was indulged by the pec^le, 
when they burnt (he houses of certain persons who were con- 
ceived to have been concerned in robbing tbe receptacles of the 
dead. Though the individuals who had been convicted of 
raising dead bodies were brought to condign punishment by the 
magistrates, still the exasperated multitude gave utterance to 
their feelings in several wanton acts of mischief. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
Fnm ike Rebeliiomm 1745^ to tkepraeni Time. 



IwroBMATioN having been reodTed by bis majesty of the pro- 
posed inrasion by the pretender's son, one of the secretaries of 
state immediately transmitted intelligence of the drcumstanoe 
to the magistrates, who answered the commonication yoL a 
dntifiil and loyal address to the throne. The city waflLmuch 
agitated by a subsequent notice that Charles had landed in 
Lodiaber, and Ae most eftectiye measures were adopted for 
its defence at thb alarming crisis. The town's guard was 
re-inforoed with a company of the trained bands *, the dty walls 
were repaired ; thirty^men were added to the town's company 
of fnsifeers/ and the number increased in a short time to one 
hundred and twenty-six ; a thousand men were raised to be 
under the command of the lord proTost and council, and to be 
maintuned by subscription ; the constables and innkeepers 
were ordered to keep lists of the strangers who should visit 
the town ; and a meeting of the most respectable dtizens was 
hdd, in order to obtain the benefit of their assodi^ted wisdom. 
When intelligence was received of the approach of the 
Highland army, which had crossed the Forth above Stirling, 
the trained bands mounted guard in the parliament house, the 
vdunteers in the exdiequer chamber, and the Edinburgh regi- 
ment in the justidary hall. There were also in readiness the 
lusileers, about two hundred men from Mid-Lothian, and three 
companies of seceders, or dissenters,- from the church of Scot- 
land, vrith thdr minister, the Rev. Adam Gibb, at their 
head. The cash belongmg to the banks, and the most va- 
luable eflfects of private dtiaens, were secured in the castle. 
The king's forces and the town-guard proceeded to Corster- 
plain^ where they awaited the approach of the rebebj but 
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owing to the cowardice of two regiments of Irish dragoons^ 
the resistance which they offered was bat feeble. By thar 
flighty and the desertion of the town by most of the princi{Md 
inhabitants^ a dreadful feeling of terror was spread through 
the city. Those citizens, however, who oontmned firmly at 
their post, held a meeting, at which it was agreed that they 
shoidd treat with the enemy.' Cdtnmissionet^ tot this ptnpos^ 
met with some of the Highlahd chieft. Whether at tMs meeN 
ing it was agreed that the rebels sho^d be admitted krto the 
town does not appear, but at atteyents nevt mornings the 
gates being opened to let ont a coteh, the HigUanders Hirst; 
in, secnred the gates, m«le prisoners oTdie sildiers who wm 
on gnard, and possessed 'IheinsdVes 'of the arms and indMi- 
nition belonging to the' dty. Th^ castie, however, was'stW 
held on the side of royalty by -general ChiesI, who dlsf^yed 
the flag, and fired some cannon, in order to wari thoM wher 
had delivered up the city not to come near him. The heralds 
were ordered to announce at 'tiie manket cross the couNnission' 
of regency which the prince bad received ^irom his father> to* 
gether with a promise of pardon for aD .crimes previevisly aw- 
mitted by thos^ who might accede to his party, and a pledge 
for their enjoyment of ctvil and religicMtfs privileges. The ahny 
then repaired to the kmg*8 park,* and 'the prince took np Idi^ 
residence in Holyrood-honse, where he was visited by great 
numbers, to whom he was most aiihble and oUlglng. Froni 
this place he issued an order, demanding of the fadiabiiants df 
Edinburgh and the surrounding country tiie delivery of the 
arms and ammttnitibn which they had in their pOSsesstott^v^and 
about the same time he exacted of the dty a contribution <MP a 
great variety of utensUs for the use of his army, which ^lO 
people, compelled by the penalty of military execution Uial 
was threatened against them, proceeded to famish, by laying 
a rate of two shilBngs and sixpence steriing in the pound on all 
lands and tenements within the dty and liberties of Edinbuigli. 
The inhabitants, notwithstanding, were expoised to tiie lawless 
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pOlage of tbe soldiery, till an edict was issued against ijt by the 
prince. 

The Highlanders, now amply supplied by the dtizens, 
mardied to Preeten-Pans, where they defeated the king's forces. 
On-.theirretani to the qty, the.^oiw&iMi^regei^t intima^djo 
tbeministers his permission for t;heir oontinning to administer 
t)ie ordiB«w3es <^ religion aa befm, wiUi the limit^on, that, j^ 
the prayers for the royal family no names shon^ be specified. 
Most of the d^ii^yi^en, Jioweyer, ,4p6erted their dmrch^^ and 
the only ^three wh^jrea^ained, of whom were Messrs. Niel, M^ 
YiCKC, and Pitcaini of the if est dinrch, persisted in pra^** 
10^ fcHT Oe {lanoverjEMiiily without the slightest laterrBpfi^ 
fix>m the rebels, ;mipiy of whom went to hear them. At th» 
siime txmd, the j^yalier, who acted <^ the wvie idei^ ,th^ 
moderation was ^ most likely means of success, albwed^tlMi 
llM>ney betonging to the banks to be restored, and the bnsiioas 
to go on as usual. 

On the95ih pf September an alarm, whidi wasexdM by 
aosne noise near .die qiMrtle, and whUi it was .suiq;K>sed had 
been owing to ma fitteippl i» the part of the jrc^bels to seine i|poii 
the fortress, ga^e occasion to an order to fire upon theguard* 
hpuse at the .wtst port, an act which made the jrqgent predude 
all intercourse between the castle wd the dty. This mensitfe 
gl^ve great oSfeoce to the governor, who, not wishing that aipiy 
lives should be .wai^tonly lost, informed the lord proved tb^ 
he should be ujider the necessity of $ripg ux>on the rebds if the 
communication was A<^ renewed. Some time'after, however^ 
certain persons, while in the act of carrying provisions to the 
castle, were fired at by the eentineb of the Highland guard, 
in consequence of which tbe garrison pointed their cannon 
against the town, wounding a few individuals, and injuring 
some of the houses. The communication was a second tipe 
intercepted by the rebeb, and a second cannonade from the 
caivtle took place. Anyfiiitherdaiiiege, hpweyer, wasfparedi 
byapiodamationof theregeot, in wbifih be faid, thatthpugh 
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he bad it in hit power to make reprisals on the ettatet of thofo 
who were opposing him, for the present he declined inflkting 
the merited pnnishment, and lor the sake of hnman lives, had 
withdrawn the blockade of the castk. The chevalier going 
shortly after to England had no further connection with Edin- 
hnrgfa, and therefore we shall not be justified in following him 
tiiroogh 'a series of adventnres, to which onrsnlgect has no 
imme^te relation. 

After the suppression of this insurrection, the lord provost^ 
BIr. Stewart, was called to account for not having defended 
Ae city against the. rebels. The result of a course of legal 
proceedings, the longest which the annals of justiciary record, 
was a verdict of not guilty. In honour c^ his acquittal, and 
to testiiy their high opinion of the past services <^ Mr. Stew« 
art, some of the most respectaUe inhabitants <^ the iown 
wished to call a public meeting, and intimated this intention 
b the newspapers ; but, as the lord justice Clerk and some 
othfTs, who had consulted together on the subject, conceived 
that sudi a meeting would not be expedient, and as the new 
lori provost expressed his opposition to it, the design was 
noteflbcted. 

An election <^ magistrates was to have taken place about 
the time when the Pretender had got possession of the town ; 
hut the council was afiraid to proceed in it, and Edinburgh 
remained destitute of regular government firom Michaelmas 
1745 till October 1746, when the citizens made appUcrtion to 
the king for a power to elect their magistrates as before. In 
pursuance of the royal mandate, the corporations m^ in No- 
vember, and made choice <^ their magistrates and coundL 
The persons i^pointed to superintend the election reported it 
to government, by which it was confirmed on the 17th of 
December. An address was then prepared by those who had 
been chosen, and presented to the king, in which they thanked 
him for restoring the right and freedom of election, and jdedged 
their fidelity to him» and to the trust committed to th^: they 
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tJse voted tbe freedom of tbe city to the duke of Cimibeikiid^ 

in return for his important services, and conveyed the charter 

for this honourable privilege in a gold box, which had the dty 

arms finely embossed on the ontside of its lid, with the dnke's 

arms, and an inscription to the following effect within it : 

S. P. Q. E. 

Gnlielmnm 

Georgii Flliam, 

Cnmbriae Dncem, 

Snb cnjas Anspidis, 

Magistratibns Anctoritas, 

Senatni Majestas, 

Reip. Pax reddita, 

Civitate donavit : 

Civis Civitate 

Decos et Tntamen 

PrsBstitit : 

Civitas Civi 

Obseqninm et Fldem 

Pollioetnr. 

The box, accompanied with a very landatory epistle, was 
Mnt to the dnke at that time abroad, who was pleased in a 
gradons manner to recdve, and gratefully to acknowledge the 
favour. 

The dedsive battle of CuUoden entirely extirpated the 
remuns of rebellion in Scotland. On that occasion, the dnke 
of Cumberland put a deep and politic stigma on the pretender's 
cause, by ordering fourteen of the rebel standards which he 
bad taken, to be burned at the public cross at Edinburgh. The 
pretender's standard was particularly disgraced, bdng carried 
by the common executioner, the others were borne by chimney 
sweepers, and the heralds proclaimed the names of the com- 
manders to whom they had belonged, as they were thrown into 
the fire. 
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Tbi BfibeBkni was foUowied tor ••«• ymn by tefaotf 
tmb and •l|«iiidec»« ia4byperpelii«l|NnMC»jUitioMoiithepait 
of^tlie rebli<H>8 of lliose wlio b^d bem ooaoemtd in k, of 
daima to tbe property wbieh bad beea forfeited $ but beaidea 
pnnisluag^or tbe paat, gov€nime»l tboqgbt it naoasaary to adapt 
preyentivea for tbe fbtore^ aad for (bis purpose to deprive tbe 
bigblanders of their peculiar dress, whidi, it was conceived^ 
bad a tendency to perpetrate tbe feudal spirit and character. 
In January 1749, accordtagl^, puUic notice was given by the 
sheriff, that all persona found withaa the county of Edinburgh 
wearing the highlafid dress, thmUi be prosecuted. Imprison- 
ment was the consequMoe to aiany who disregarded this 
mandate. 

In the year 1750, oertai* persons who had promoted an 
act for the encouragement of lisfaarits, were honoured with the 
freedom of the dty for their markovions exertions. Several 
ships were fitted out by advenlarafis individuals for the Cireen- 
land trade, which owing to a tedious outward passage of forty 
days, and to the intermptioaa (Of the ice, returned without 
accomplishing the intended oliject. Of those that were sent 
out on another occasion some were lost, while tbe remainder 
were unsaoeessfel. The projectors, howeper, not beiag dis- 
eouri^ad by these disasters, a third attempt wm attended 
fdth better remits. At the aaggeation of tha Fme BtHUk 
Fishing Society, subscriptions were made about this tine fer 
erecting a fishing chamber. 

In 1751, tbe Weigb-house men or pwtera^ having aaaiatid 
in carrying snuiggkd goods into tbe city, were disehaigod horn 
acting in that oapaeity; and three of them were renderad 
incapable of ever after enjoying the puUic trust, or any feeedoM 
or privilege in tbe city. 

A subterranean obamber fourteen feet square, was in 17M 
tfsoovered in tbe Castle-rbill. There were found in it an image 
of white stone with a crown on its head« supposed to be a 
representation of the Virgin Mary ; two brass candlesticha i 
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about a AEnsenr of anciort SisotiMb or Freneh coins 3 and sotto 
trittkets miuod widk the rabbiBh. Tkis, in all probability, had 
boon part of m honae, which in some dSstorbance of l3ie dty 
had been domoMshed by the gansf of the castle. Daring l^o 
stttto year, a great aamber of rotoeriea took place in £<&i» 
Iwgh. 

la 1756, thii dd Cross was pnUed down, some ei tbe 
citizens having the night before this d*Mit met lo <Mnk its 
dli^. A leandfal' pfltar wluch stood on die middle of it« 
consisting of mi oelagoiteJ' stone^bove 9p feet high, and IS 
iildios in diamoter, and sj^anglodr with gilded thistles, fell imd 
Mtm broken, one of the pnlHes having given way while lowering 
if to the gMttnd. In this ywt the pressing of seahnen A^ 
the witf , whick was th«n eommendng, was very mittir otl« 
contfagedby^magistrati^s^ a riot took place m conshjpMnce,- 
whidk-requined the assistance of the military, bnt it produced" 
no* smioiis effeels. A reward was offered by the #9Wii<-coandl' 
fbi* the dfiaeov«ry ^ tiie rioters, and they gate orders that 
none but searaeii ^ald be pressed. We find, howlsver, 
in the following year, that landmen were equally indnded 
in did pt^ss. In the conrse of l3ie year 1756, a great dciarth 
was ek|)erieBced' throo^at Hie country, in coABeqnence of 
m^iioh tho dty snff^r^ gvealiyi bttt effisctive and jttdlciona^ 
mettemts in thcise cirtmmstaiioea were adopted t6r Hht refief of 
Ae lowor orden of th^ cJomittnnity. 

The ^ploits and charadiier df* die celebrated Frederick of 
Fmssia, fiDed tSie c(Mmtt*y with admiration in the year 1758^ 
which waa shewn by die manner in which his birthday was ce-^ 
lebrated in Scotland and £iq;land. In Edinburgh, three or fSoaf 
hundred of the Revolution dob met in honour of diat day. if 
had been proposed and advettised on this occasion, that sonMi 
anthems should be sung widi the songs which had been selected, 
but the opposition w^ich diis unseemly association rcfceived 
frdtt' several mettibets oA the* e^ning' of the meedng, oecia- 
iioned the sacred omsic to be withdrawn. 6n this ^euing, dio 
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company of hunters were to have had a ball in Holyrood-honse, 
but their amnsements were suspended fcnr that time^ by the 
death of the duke of Hamilton^ keeper of the palace^ and the 
articles which had been provided for the entertainment^ were 
sold off for the benefit of the poor. Various acts were this 
year passed with a laudable view to the cleanliness of the city^ 
and collections were made for several persons who had suffered 
at different times by fire. 

The i^pearance of captain Thurot*s squadron off the coast 
of Islay^ gave occasion in 1759 for various measures for the 
establishment of a national militia for Scotland. A meeting 
was held in Edinburgh on the 30th of November, of those 
who were firiendly to that project^ and a committee was 
appointed to firame the plan of an act, by which the laws 
relating to that matter in England, might be adopted, with such 
alterations as the peculiarities of Scotland might require. A plan 
was prepared, which proposed six thousand as the number 
for SootUnd, and copies of it were circulated through the 
country. In February of the year 1760, the town-council 
came to several resolutions, authorixing and requesting their 
representative in parliament, to advocate the cause of a bill 
for promoting the object ; and much about the same time, the 
convention of the royal boroughs directed their president to 
send a letter to every royal borough recommending a similar 
measure. The lord provost, acocordingly, wrote a letter, into 
which he introduced the following resolution : *' During the 
greatest part of last summer, all the boroughs situated upon 
the sea-coast of Scotland, continued under the justest appre- 
hensions of being insulted or even destroyed by captun Thurot's 
squadron ', we are now informed he is on the coast of Islay, 
and the enemy must always have it in his power, by an 
inconsiderable force, to distress and alarm the inhabitants of 
this country, while they remain unarmed and undisciplined. 
The annual committee are therefore persuaded, that the royal 
boroughs of Scotland will shew a becoming zeal in a matter 
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which 80 nearly concerns the well-being of the state, and the 
preservation of the happy government under which we live, 
and will immediately send proper instructions to their mem* 
bers in parliament in favour of this national measure." The 
answers, which were returned by many of the boroughs, 
conveyed their hearty approbation of the plan, and intimated 
that they had recommended it strongly to the attention of their 
representatives in parliament. At a meeting of freeholders 
and other gentlemen, which was held at Edinburgh on the 
4th of May, it was resolved that each should use his influence 
for procuring a meeting of gentlemen in the county to which he 
belonged, in order that the different members of parliament 
belonging to Scotland, might be instructed to endeavour, by 
every means in their power, to procure the enactment of a 
law for the establishment of a militia in Scotland, on the same 
footing as in England. The result of those various exertions 
was, that after some debate on the 12th of the following 
March, a bill was ordered in by the Commons, for establishing 
a militia in Scotland, by a majority of 91 to 43. 

A singular disturbance took place in the theatre on the 
I6th of January, 1760. The farce of Hi^h Life below Stairs, 
in which servants are represented as having been discovered 
in the act of aping their superiors, had been acted to the great 
offence of the footmen. It had been announced for this 
evening 3 but at the hour when it should have commenced, Mr. 
Love, one of the managers, came forward and read a letter, the 
purport of which was, that seventy persons had pledged 
themselves to oppose the obnoxious farce, though at the 
expenceof fame, honour, and interest. The^ audience, how- 
ever, called out for the play : it was proceeding, when the 
footmen in the gallery endeavoured to interrupt it by raising a 
noise. The people in the pit threatened to turn them out, 
should they not be silent. This having no effect, they were for- 
cibly expelled, the managers receiving orders never to admit 
them again into the gallery. Anonymous letters, however, con* 
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tiniBf tobvsent to dMiMugere, Hie coi^MKBy of Inwterv 
offered a rewwd of twenty gviseas for the discoveiyof the 
alfao r s . 

Kesohitions, begon by gentleme* in Abeitleeiishire agaiatt 
the perakioua practiDe of Vales^ or ghriag drink money t» 
servanta^ were now very generaUy adopted throoghoat the 
eitmntry. The grand lodge of Scotland, the select society m 
Sdiabnrgb, the adraeatei and clerks ta the Signet, and thv 
Seats hnnters, of whom there were fifty, both aobtemen smI 
gendemen, that signed the rea<Jiitiotts, fMkij expieaaed 
tfienr disapprobatkm of Vales; asd tlu^agh iiair inflnencs, 
in eonnectbn witlh that of most of the eauattea, the rtwMoat 
of this custom was happily effected! 

On the 17th of September of the same year, a ateettng" 
of the parish schoolmasters ifr Scotland haring'been held, it 
wan reserved to fbrm a plan for ninng a Aiad» «a be apfAed 
is the support of their widows and orphans; and whidi is nww 
Ittown by the name of the Widows' I^md. Tliey ordered 
the design to be notified fa aH their br^diren by a dreniar 
letter, and appointed a committee of twdre of their namber, to 
meet on this affiiir al E^bargfa, in November, March, and 
May. 

The melancholy news of the khig*s death was brought to 
Edinbnrgh on Tnesd^, October the 9BQk, by a private 
gentleman, and by severtd expresses arriving after him. On 
the evening of the same day, a Idng's mesaei^g^ broie^ht the 
order of tiie privy-tfouncU fbr proclaiming a snocessor, with 
copies of the prodamaldon, bot& addressed to tiie lord advo* 
cate, who, wHhoat delay, comnranicated die information to 
die lord provost of the dty, the. hi^^ sheriff of the oonnty, 
and to all the sheriS^ in Scotland, accompanied vridi copies 
of the prodamadon, and with orders for the immediate 
annoanoement of the priaee of Wales as die new kin^. A ftrw 
of a detadiment of light dragoons, which had been ordered by 
die commander in chief of dm forces in Soodand to take itk 
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sUtknaiBthesiOMirbfieftbecity^ pAtr^lfed tbe fltreets thraigh 
tbe nigbt, two and two togotW oa honeback, with dnivs 
fiwords ; but tbere was not tbe digbtest disturbance. Oa 
tbe followiog moniiig, tbe Caatle flag was hoisted balf np tbe 
flag-staff^ and minnte-gnns began to fire at one o*dock» 
mitinviag till the nomber 6red aqvaUad tbe king's age. 
Lamantationa for tbe late mooapcb were now converted into 
^Rigratalationa and r^oldngs for bis anooMsor. He flag wna 
msed fnll np, and the iparriaon laanchod witbont the gate 
to reoeive tbe proeessioii, and to assist iK ifae prodamatioa* 
Tbe lord provost had sent measa^es to all the nobbnen and 
g^ndeven in tbe ndgbbovhood, to the officers of the amy and 
«f the reveMie> and to the principal eiliBeiia, ke. reqiesdng their 
attendanoe on this oocasioo. At three o'ctock, faia lordahlp^and 
tbeW^aheriffof theconnty, piteeded by the heralds, pur- 
saivants, md honsehold trmpets, with the dty sword and 
Bwee, andacoQDipanied by the magistrates, by the pritteipal law 
•fieers, and p^!i093 in high dvil stationa, by noUemen and 
pnO^MM of the country, and by the diief dtizena, walked in 
procession, throngh two rows of dragoons, from the Par&BWt 
House to the Exdiaage. Having moanted tbe balcony, the 
prinoe of Wales was proclaimed king with the tide of Geoi^ 
the Third by one of the heralds, the brdprovoat and the 
high sheriff, acftarately reading the proclamation to Ae herald. , 
Fcom the Exchange they proceeded to the Castle-gate and to 
tke gate of Hoiyniod*ho««e, repeating at boA {rfaces the 
pmdamatioB with the same oertmonies. Eadi proclamatioa 
was m^ wiA aownd of tnuapet, and mMknr a dtschai^ of 
tbe artillery in thecaatle, mA of the anall arms <^ the troops. 
After going throng the same eeremonica at Leith, the lord 
provost and a nomber of others retBraed to the dty, and went 
to the assembly hall, where they signed the proclamation, and 
drank the health of his majesty, and of all the royal femily, 
wider a dMcfaarge of tiie smaM arms of the dty-guard. The 
«ight eonehded with bonbes, iUnmiMtioBS, and other deinov- 
strations of joy. 
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On the 12th of November, an address was presented to 
tiie dirone, congratnlating his majesty on his accession. It 
was delivered by George Dmmmond, esq. late provost : and 
the university was not slow to express its loyalty on this 
interesting occasion. 

The arrival of the princess of Mecklenbnrgh in 1761, was 
celebrated at Edinburgh on Saturday evening, September the 
19di, by firing a round of great guns from the Castle, with 
vollies of small arms, which were answered by the Ranger, a 
war-sloop in Leith roads. The beUs, too, were rung, and the 
public feeling of gladness was manifested in a variety of ways. 
The S2nd of the month, the day of the coronation of their 
miyesties, was also celebrated in an appropriate manner, guns 
were fired from the Castle and war-ships, and the magis- 
trates, accompanied by a number of noblemen and gentlemen, 
walked from the Council-chamber to the Parliament-house, 
and drank the healths of their majesties, and the royal 
family, under discharges from the dty-guard. There was 
an assembly in the evening, and the dty was splendidly 
iUiyninated. 

At an earlier period of the year, the city was thrown into 
a ferment by the report that '' twenty-two members <^ the 
town-council had subscribed and addressed a letter to a great 
personage, agreeing to elect to a certain office, any one he 
might be pleased to nominate, and thai he had proposed a 
Mr. Forrester, who had no connection with Scotland.*' In- 
numerable publications were issued on this subject, and re- 
presentations against the measure were presented by the in- 
corporations of the city. The following letter was drculated 
among the inhabitants, folded and sealed like a funeral 
letter, and written on black-edged paper : 

''Sir, 

'' The liberty of Edinbuigh, my 
native dty, died some days ago, by a poisoned letter, and 
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is to be boned in Argyle Sqoare^ the 10th instant. The 
favour of your presence to accompany her funeral from the 
council-chamber to the place of interment^ is earnestly en* 
treated by, 

'' Sir, 
^' Your very humble servant, 

'A. C." 
" Edinburgh, April 1, 1761. 

In 1763, it was proposed to improve the act of the Borough. 
It had been the practice for each incorporation to give in a 
list of six persons, of whom the council were to strike out 
three, and to return the other three to the incorporation, who 
were to elect a deacon from among them. It was thus in the 
power of the council to preclude three persons, although deemed 
eligible by their feUow citizens, from ever holding the office of 
deacon. On the ^th of June, the incorporations separately 
met, in order to get an act passed by the council, and approved 
by the convention of boroughs, at which the object should be 
to obtain for each society the power of electing its own deacons 
without any previous prescriptions on the part of the magis- 
trates. This plan, however, was frustrated by the opposition 
of the council itself, most of whose members absented them* 
selves, that there might not be a quorum at the times when 
the act was to have been passed. 

The election of magistrates in September 1763, gave rise 
to several disputes, and protests were entered against those 
who had been elected, although unqualified to fill the situation 
of magistrate in consequence of their holding particular offices un- 
der the crown, and having discontinued mercantile employments. 
Some disturbances took place in November, occasioned by the 
scarcity of meal. Various outrages were perpetrated, and an 
anonymous letter of an abusive and threatening kind was sent 
to the town-coundl. The magistrates used the most effective 
measures to supply the necessities of the poor, and to bring the 

M 
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nnraly to pnnisbment. The justices of the peace held a meet- 
ing, at which they agreed to give orders to the farmers in the 
connty, to thrash oot so much of their oats as might meet the 
demands of the city, and to bring it to Edinbai^h, where they 
would receive the current price, not exceeding 9d. per peck. 
Upon investigation at a subsequent meeting, it was found that 
the requisition had been very generally complied with, and at 
this meeting it was agreed to dispense with the fixed price, 
which had been designed only for a temporary expedient. A 
scarcity of meal appearing again ia the following year, the 
lord provost ordered as much of that commodity as could be 
procured, to be brought to the public market and sold ; and it 
was enacted, '' that none who buy victual to sell again, keep 
Biore than f<Nr maintenance of his family till new com, but the 
victual be presented U> markets, and sold at current price ; that 
none keep old stacks in their yard longer than Christmas, both 
under penalty of Escheat to the king -, and that it be lawful for 
all the Keges to deal in buybg and selling of victual/* About a 
year after, however, a riotous dispoafitibn displayed itself again, 
which was so far beneficial, as to lead to certain enactments 
fevourable to the importation of grain and meal into the city. 

The following advertisement, which appeared in the Edin- 
burgh Courant of date August 30th, may be inserted in this 
place, as having been a very uucommon circumstance, and as 
exhibiting the first, and, it is probable, the last instance whidi 
ever occurred in Scothmd of the horrid traffic in human flesh. 
'^ To be disposed of, a negro woman named Peggy, about 
nineteen years of age, bom and brought up in Charlestown, 
in the provmce of South Carolina ; speaks good English ', an 
exceeding good honse-wench, and washer and dresser ; and is 
very tender and carefal of children. She has a young child, a 
negro boy, about a yearold, ifrhichwiH be disposed of with 
the mother. For particulars inquire of the publisher of this 
paper." The newspapers of that period contain also an account 
of a disturbance wWdi took pUkce in the theatre, in consequence 
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of some misiinderstaadiiig sabmsting between the managers and 
one of the players. ** This indiFidoal was for particolar reasons 
prohibited by thraai £rom perfomiog. Some gentlemen, how* 
erer, having patronized him, rqieatedly insisted that he 
shoidd :be engaged. This the managers refased, and a riot 
ensned, whidv pnt a period to the enterta],nn^at for the night» 
The managers i^ length were indnced to promise compliance \ 
which, however, they afterwards thought fit publicly to retract, 
and to handbiUs which were drcnlated by them and the rest of 
the players, endeatoored to defend their conduct. Their 
arguments, however, were unavwling : a number of gentlemen 
had ibeen offended at thdr behaviour, and on Saturday eve^iag, 
ijBsitfted that one of the players, in name of the rest, should beg 
pafdoa of the audience, for some reflections contained in their 
publiCAtions. This satisfaction, however, being refu8e4> the 
gentlemen became so exasperated, tbat^afiter begging the ladies 
to retire, they tore up the benches in Uie pit, and having laid 
tban by way of temporary bridges acroas the orchestra, got 
UfH^ the 8tage» cut to pieces the scenes, broke the looking- 
£^ass0s, beat down the fronts of the side-boxes and galleries^ 
and demolished the thentre in such a manner, as to render it 
i/pipossiMe to perform tbere for some time. The dty-guard 
^^re sent to the place» but were repulsed. The magistrates 
then demanded the assistance of the military from the castle, 
but the disturbance was over before they arrived.*' 

J^r. WUkes> though so popular in Ef^lsnd, was by no 
means admired by the people of Sootiand \ for in July, 1768, 
tli^y carried him through the dty, hanged and burnt him in 
eftgy. 

On the^th of February, 1769^ the great Douglas cause 
W9S decided io the house of lords. The process was begun at 
t))e end of the year 1762, and the question had been determined 
in favour pf the duke of Hamilton, in the court of session, by 
the president's casting vote. Several anonymous letters couched 
in the most violent, scurrilous, and ill-spelt langui^, were ^ 
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sent on this occasion to the president^ the right honourable sir 
Robert Dundas, threatening him with the fate of captain 
Porteous, if he did not vote in the house of lords in favour of 
Mr. Douglas. These letters excited universal indignatioii ; 
rewards to a great amount were offered by the magistrates^ by 
government, and by the parties in the law suit, for the appre- 
hension of the miscreant who had written them : but to return 
to the cause itself, the decision of the court of session, after a 
variety of long and eloquent pleadings, was reversed by the 
house of lords. The different litigations, both on the continent 
and at home, cost, as was conjectured, the prodigious sum of 
«£100,000. The news of the result was received in Edinburgh 
with every mark of tumultuous approbation. Illuminations 
took place, but the mob breaking the windows that were not 
lighted, and committing other disorders, made it impossible to 
discriminate between those expressions of joy which were 
voluntary, and those which were compulsatory. To put an end 
to those scenes, a party of the military was brought into the 
city, and for two nights troops of dragoons patrcJled the streets, 
in various parts of which guards also were stationed. A hand- 
bill by the magistrates, advised the citizens to use every means 
to restrain the unruly proceedings of the people, offering a 
reward of £50, for the discovery of certain persons who had 
abused the judges, and an additional j^50 for the detection of 
any of the actors in the riots. The rejoicings on account of 
the success of Douglas, were not confined to the metropolis, 
but pervaded the whole of Scotland. 

The theatre was opened m the winter of 1770 by Foote, he 
having made an arrangement for this purpose with the Patentee, 
who returned to one of the London theatres. The play an- 
nounced for the 24th of November was the Minor, this, as 
the play bills stated, was fixed on at the desire of a person 
of distinction. In justice to the lord president, however, who 
was the gentleman referred to, it may be mentioned that he had 
only ordered the entertainment without specifying the (^ay. 
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mad, that, when he understood the Minor was to be performed, 
he requested that the Indicroos and profane epilogue in ridicule 
of Mr .Whitfield, under the character of Dr. Squintum, might be 
omitted. Some of the audience, however, were determined to 
have it recited ; and, accordingly, placing themselves in the pit, 
called out for Dr. Squintum. After pausing to see if the noise 
would subside, and then sending to know the sentiments of the 
auditory, Poote himself at last made his appearance, dressed 
for the character of major Sturgeon, and requested that the 
epilogue might be dispensed with, on the ground of the adage, 
'* De mortuis nil nisi bonum.** But after much altercation among 
the audience, in the end Foote was obliged to speak the epilo|^e. 
This being Saturday evening, Mr. Robert Walker, one of the 
ministers of the High Church, next day in presence of the lords 
of session, barons of exchequer, and the magistrates, expressed 
himself from the pulpit in the following manner. '' I cannot 
read this verse, (^ Cor. chap. v. ver. 17, on which he was 
lecturing), without expressing the just indignation I felt upon 
hearing that last night, a profieuie piece of buffoonery was 
publicly acted, in which, unless, it hath undergone very mate- 
rial alterations, this sacred doctrine, and some others connected 
with it, are introduced to the stage for no other purpose, than 
to gratify the impiety and excite the laughter of thoughtless, 
miserable, dying sinners. 1 had occasion some years ago, to 
deliver very fully from this place my opinion of theatrical 
entertainments in general ^ an opinion then supported by the 
laws of my country. And as my sentiments in that matter were 
not formed upon such fluctuating things, as the humours, 
maxims, or decrees of men, it is impossible that any variation 
in those can alter them: though perhaps 1 should not have 
thought it necessary to remind you of them at present, had not 
so gross an outrage upon the very passage that occurs this day 
in my course of lecturing challenged me to do it. When I say 
this, I do not mean to make apy sort of apology for using my 
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Bndoobted privilege to walk with perfect freedom in the Kiii^*s 
highway, I mean the highway of the King of Kings. If any 
jostle me in that road, they, and not I, must answer for the 
cons^Mpienoes. I here speak npon oath) I am bound to (tedare 
the whole counsel of God; and wo u to me if I preach not tkm 
gospel. If men are bold enough to act impiety, surely a 
nunister of Christ may* at least, be equally bohl in reproving it ; 
he hath a potmu for doing so, more valid and authoritative than 
any theatre can possess, or any power on earth can give* Let 
every soul then in this assembly listen with due attention and 
reverence, while I again read these words of the Apostle : * If 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature : old things are 
passed a^nray ^ behold all tUngt are hecoo^ new/ ** Mr. Baiae, 
a relief clergyman, published a sermon on this occasion, lyhich 
he dedicated to Foote, and in which he exposed the Ucentious- 
ness of the theatre. The first edition of this sermon was vAA 
off in a few days, Foote afterwards made a reply to it. 

On the death of the duke of Aiigyle, it became necessary to 
elect a peer in his room to sit in parliament. This election 
excited great interest, as it was understood, that oppobition 
was to be made by some of the lords, to the corrupt practice 
which had for some time prevailed, of electing those whom the 
minister had recommended. The earl of Dysart was th^^rst 
so proposed, but was set aside because he had no property in 
Scotknd. Lord Stair wa^ next mentioned by the eari of 
Sandwich. On the morning of the day of election, a pamphlet 
addressed to the peers, and exhorting them to pursue an inde- 
pendent course, was circulated, and eagerly perused. The 
election took place on the 2nd of January, 1770; and there 
were present twenty-eight peers. The earl of Sta- r was chosen 
in preference to the earl of Breadalbane. The opposition made 
to the former was conducted with the most perfect decorum and 
politeness, each of the noblemen paying some compliment to 
his personal merits, though they conceived him disqualiied by 



Digitized by 



Google 



mSTOBT or feDIKStTROH. 9f 

the poMtioal inflaeace used in his behalf to represent them* 
The duke of Buccleogh on tfab occasion acted very nobly; for, 
though Qsaally on the side of the minister^ he asserted his right 
to think and act independently in this case, which he considered 
» involving the honour and privileges of his country. The 
earl of Selkirk entered a protest against the proceedings. 

On the *15(h (A November, 1773, the members of the Re- 
vi^ntion Club bad a meeting, when several constitutional and 
patriotic toasts Were given. It was proposed by hi» excellency 
sir Adolphos Onghton, diat to preserve in the minds of the 
people a sense of the importance of the revolution, and to 
inspire proper ideas of liberty, and a hatred of tyranny, the 
members, of die dub should for the future, on the 15th of 
November, walk in procession to church and hear a sermon, 
before the club entered in their hall. The proposal was unani* 
monsly acceded to, and the dergy who were present, offered to 
preach the sermon in their turn. 

The parliament having been dissolved, the election of a 
representative for Edinburgh came on in the month of October, 
1774. Tht magistrates and town-council, after having dined 
together, supped in the evening with the lord provost. At 
this meeting, a letter which had previously been prepared, was 
produced in order to be signed by the company. It ran as 
follows : *^ To sir Lawrence Dundas, Sir, We take the earliest 
opportnuty, after our election, to express our entire approba- 
tion of your conduct as representative in parliament for this 
dty, and to desire that you will stand candidate at the ensuing 
general dection, in which you shall be supported by our votes 
and interest.*' This letter was signed by all present, except 
two. Th^ measure was loudly decried in public; and the 
incorporations having met to give their opinions on the 
propriety of signing the letter, some of them agreed to approve, 
and others to censure the conduct of thdr respective repre-* 
seatatives. Soon after this, a merchant of the name of Loch 
offered' himself as a candidate; and Mr. Erskine, one of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



88 HI8TOBY or BDIMBUBOB. 

Mar fiamily^ wishing as he expressed himself, to rescae the 
capital of Scotland from the degradation of being under the 
control of the agents of sir Lawrence Dundas, aspired to the 
same honour. On the day of election, the baronet having been 
named^ a protest was entered against him by three of the 
deacons^ for the reason that he had been guilty of cormptioa 
and bribery, of which a proof was produced in a letter that 
he had written to one of his agents. This occasioned some 
embarrassment and delay, till advice could be procured; but 
in the end sir Lawrence was returned. 

In 1778 an unpleasant occurrence took place at Leith. 
A regiment under the command of the earl of Seaforth, which 
had been stationed in the castle and suburbs of Edinburgh, was 
ordered to embark in transports for Guernsey, on the 2Snd of 
September. A difference, however, having subsisted for some 
time between the officers and si^diers, on the ground as asserted 
by the latter, that they had not received their full pay, and had 
been otherwise ill-treated, about one half of the men refused to 
sail, and, after some confusion and disturbance, betook them- 
selves to Arthur's seat, where they were liberally supplied with 
provisions, and freely visited by many of the inhabitants of 
Edinburgh, particularly those of the lower ranks. Several 
parties of troops were ordered to town. A report was raised, 
that the highlanders meant to march through the town, and 
that the troops would oppose them, which report induced the 
magistrates to issue an order, requiring the inhabitants to 
repair to their houses at a particular signal. But no disturb- 
ance happened ; and the men being promised pardon, their pay, 
and the liberty of remaining at home, a reconciliation was 
effected. They were marched down the hill by the earl of 
Dunmore, and were met at the foot of it by general Skene, 
whom they saluted with three cheers $ and then forming a 
hollow square, they had the articles of agreement read to them, 
with an address from the general, who exhorted them to a 
becoming behaviour, and informed them, that every indiiddual 
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might have justice done him, by application to the court of 
inquiry which was to be held on the conduct of the officers'. 
They were then billetted in quarters previously to embarking. 

The next remarkable event by which the history of Edin- 
burgh is marked, was the riot in 1779, occasioned by a bill which 
was proposed to be brought into parliament, for the repeal of 
the statutes agiunst Roman Catholics. This measure produced 
general alarm over Scotland. In Edinburgh, the friends of the 
Protestant interest presented a petition to the town-council, on 
the 6th of Jahnary, requesting them to oppose the bill. This 
petition was ordered to lie on the table, till the voice of the 
incorporations should be collected ; and, in the mean time, the 
dty-solicitor in London was desired to procure a copy of the 
bill when it should be brought in. At the next meeting of 
council, resolutions were presented by a great majority of the 
incoiporations against the bill. A committee was then ap- 
pointed to consult with the lord advocate ^ and to report, which 
they did on the next council-day, stating, that the lord advocate 
had informed them, that there was a bill similar to the English 
one framed for Scotland, and conveying also their wbh that 
the council should oppose it. The report was approved of by 
tiie council, who ordered copies of the resolution to be sent by 
express to the representatives of the city and county of Edin- 
burgh, and requested them to take every proper step for 
preventing the bill from being brought in and passed. In 
addition to these measures, petitions by the Protestant-interest 
society were prepared, and signed by a great number of persons 
who belonged to nine of the corporations. This society 
publicly announced, that counsel had been engaged to plead 
against the passing of the bill, and that if it did, petitions 
should be sent to the king to desire him to withhold his assent. 
The town-council, likewise, obtauned the signature of the 
provost to petitions in name of the community, praying to be 
heard by counsel against the bill. 

But time was not given by the people for the foil operation* 
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of these salutary and temperate measares. Copies of a letter 
of an iaiammatory tendency were stadioiisly dropped through the 
dty. A copy^ which had been fonnd by one <^ the committee 
of the friends to the protestant interests, was brought by him 
to their derfc, through whom it found its way to the dean of 
Guild. The town-councU, in consequence, recommended a 
meeting of ^e different incorporations, for the purpose of 
giving orders to servants not to take a part in any riotous pro- 
ceedings. The following paragraph appeared in the newspa- 
pers : ** There has been a report spread through tUs place, that 
an insurrection was intended against the Roman Catholics; and 
particidarly that their diapel here was to be destroyed by 
a mob. As no friend to the protestant interest could ever have 
any such intention^ it is no difficult matter to guess who are the 
authors of these incendiary letters which have been drculaled 
to that purpose. The papists have often been detected \m 
going even farther than reports, in order to irritate the eivil 
government against the protestantS) and there is no doubt 
that they are at the bottom of the present project." 

On the evening of the 9nd of February, a large number of 
people assembled at the foot of the Trunk Close, and set fire to 
a house, which they conceived to be a popbh chapel, but 
which was only the residence of the bishop. This was com- 
pletely consumed, notwithstanding the exertions made by a 
company of fencibles, and by the city-guard, to save it. On 
the following day, the mob plundered of its furniture, books, 
&c. a bouse in Blackfriars Wynd, belonging to another popirii 
clergyman. They next broke into some shops, which were 
occupied by Catholics, and destroyed their contents. It was 
thought that they also meditated an attack upon pnudpal 
Robertson's house at night; but this was prevented by the 
arrival of some troops of dragoons and the fendbles, who put a 
stop to any further mischief by patrolling the streets. The 
magistrates, besides requiring all masters to keep in their 
servants and apprentices^ issued a proclamation^ desiring all 
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those ^ho had in their possession property belonging to the 
nnfortnnate peo]4e who had been robbed^ to bring it to the 
oonncil-chamber on a particniar day. An assurance w^s 
afterward received from government that no soch bill as was 
dreaded was to be introduced into parliament^ and no farther 
disturbance occurred. 

The war with America having broken 0Qt> and France and 
Spain dedarin^ against Great Britain^ meetings were hcU in 
various parts of Scotland for the support of government. At 
a meeting for the above purpose, assembled ^ die comty <^ 
I^nbnrgh, an the 7th of June, tibe lord advocate, after shewing 
that a speedy supply of seamen was wanted, said, that instead 
of addressing the throne, he hoped g^tleaen wonld do some- 
thing that was efficacious; he had hastily drawn up Some 
noolutions, which he would humbly submit to ^e ooasideratiofi 
and correction of the meeting: if approved, he should movb 
^kat they be immediately published in the newspapers, and he 
dottbted not that they would have a good eHeet in tlie difierent 
oomties, to the sheriffs of which he had sent letters, at the 
denie of the secretary of state. The resolutions were then r^ad, 
tad unanimoariy approved. Lord Hope, who had beeli called 
to the chair, next moved, that instead of ah address, as had 
been proposed, a copy of the resolutions should be sent to the 
secretary of stale, as a testimony of the loyalty of this county ; 
wluch was likewise agreed to. They were to this effect, Ist^ 
'* That the nobOity, gentry, heritors, jiisti<:es of the peace, and 
commissioners of supply of the ooonty of Edinburgh ita their 
4Ufferent situations, will give every assistance to the wives aM 
families of sudi seamen as may be called to Hie service of their 
country in the present emergency. Snd, In their public capa* 
dties they wfll give every assistance in their power to the 
impress s^rice, so that those seamen who do not voluntarily 
oier themselves, may be compelled to give their service for 
the protection of the state and annoyance of the enemy. Srd, 
TbeyenjoataQ constables and other peace officers in tiie county 
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to grve information of all seamen lurking therein^ and to aMist 
in secoring them." The lords of the admiralty signified their 
lugh sense of the seal of the county and of the ScoU in general, 
in promoting the service of manning the fleet. 

Abont this time a mutiny broke out amongst a west high- 
land fencible regiment^ quartered in Edinburgh castle ; among 
ot^er complunts, they ofcjccted to the siie of ^eir cartoudi 
boxes, and that it was not a part of the highland accoutrement. 
In order to check this spirit of insubordination, they were 
marched from the Castle to Leith Links, as on a common field 
day, where to their surprise they found a regiment of dragoons 
properly drawn up ; cartoudi boxes were presented to the fai- 
dbles, and. they were ordered to put them on $ six of the men 
who first reodved them reused to obey the order, and they 
were instantly tried by a court martial, and four of diem 
punished in presence of the regiment, the other two being 
pardoned ; the rest of the party then complied, as resistance 
would have been useless, they having neither powder nor shot, 
and the dragoons weoe well provided with both. A small 
number of the fendbles who had been left at Edinburgh, bearing 
of what was doing at Leith, drew up the bridge and took 
possession of the Castle, which they held all die forenoon ; but 
upon the appearance of the dragoons the bridge was let down, 
and they inarched in without opposition. Two of the mutineers 
upon this occasion were tried, one of them was condemned to 
bje shot, and the /other to receive 1000lash.es > they were, how- 
ever, pardoned, on condition of serving his majesty beyond the 
seas. 

In the b^^mning of December, 1779, a letter was received 
by the lord provost of Echnburgh from the lords of the Admiralty, 
acqnidnting him that their lordships had appointed three armed 
ships for regularly conveying the trade from the Nore to Leith 
Road, and thence to the bay of Aberdeen ) and then south in 
the same manner, and the commanders of the vessels were to 
advise with the lord provost as to the time of sailing and 
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ntorning. On the 15th of Marcfa^ 1780^ the town-conndl 
voted the freedom of the city to admiral sir George Bridges 
Rodney, to be presented in an elegant box, as a testimony of 
their grateful sense of the signal services performed by him for 
his country. 

Tlie city of Edinburgh was much agitated this year by a 
contested election. On the 8th of September, the sheriff 
received the writ for electing members to represent the county 
and city of Edinbnrgh in parliament : sir Lawrence Dnndas had 
represented the city in the last two parliaments; bot having 
offended many of his constituents by voting with the opposi- 
tion, a formidable party oljected to his re-election, and William 
Miller, esq. was nominated as a proper candidate. 

After an almost nnprecedented course of prooeedipgs, during 
which the lord provost, Hamilton's, capacity for business was 
called in question, because he had been some time confined 
tiaiough indisposition, sir Lawrence was elected by one party, 
and Mr. Miller by another. On this occasion sir Lawrence 
addressed the lord provost, the magistrates, and members of 
tiie council, as follows '. *' It gives me infinite pleasure to 
embrace this public opportunity of making my warmest acknow- 
ledgements to yon. By a most respectable majority of the legal 
electors, and by a council acting under legal forms, I find 
Bvyself elected a third time to represent the principal city in 
Scotland. The honour is very conspicuous, and my gratitude 
is in proportion. The pecuUarities of this election, while they 
reflect a lustre upon your integrity and fortitude, enhance your 
kindness to me in a very distinguished manner. I abstain 
from any enumeration of the arts which have been employed to 
overthrow me; they are to be disregarded : with respect to my 
conduct in parliament, I shall observe the line which I have 
maintained nearly twenty years : I shall support to the best of 
my abilities and power the principles of our excellent constitu- 
tion, and the rights and privileges of this city. Independent 
of any ministry, and unconnected with any fiictious oppositioD, 
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k ahall be my constant ambition to advance those measm^ 
which shall appear to me most eondnciTe to the gcaend 
weUsre of the British empire.*' 

Sobseqnratly to this address^ Mr. Dondas^ dark to the 
council of Edinburgh, reported that he had made oat an 
indentvre between htm, as returning officer, and the sheriff; 
retaraing sir Lawrence, as dected, on the 7th of Octoberj ta 
represent the dty in the ensaing parliament $ and had tendered 
the indenture to the sheriff, requiring him to enter into, and 
eaecate the saaw, which he had refused to do| and had 
rstamed Mr. Miller instead of sir Lawrence. Upon tfiis, 6m 
lawn-coaadl agreed to present a petition to the Hoase of 
Commons in fiitoar of the latter. When the affiur cams 
before the parliament, it a|^[>eared from the evidence : diat a 
part of tiie council, consisting of a leg;al quorum, with th^ loc4 
proTOSt presiding, and possessed of the sherds precept, did 
elect sir Lawrence Duadas^ and that aaother part of the 
coaacil, not consistii^ of a l^gal quorum, widiout authority of 
tiie lotd provost, as presiding officer, and upon a n^torimi e$pff 
of the sheriff's precept, dected Mr. Miller. After a full in- 
vestigatioB, the election of Mr. Miller was declared irregular, 
and he vacated las seat.' 

In the year 1781^ the acquittal of lord George Gordon 
excited mm^ interest at Edinbuigh \ the news was receive by 
edqyress on the morning of the 9th of February, and in the 
evening the dty and suburbs were illuminated. 

In February, 178^, agreat fall of snow occurred in the dty, 
which coming down from the roo£s of the houses in great masses, 
vtndered the streets almost impassable. About this time an act 
was passed preventing the slaaghter of cattle within the dty, and 
lor removii^ naisances therefrom; by this act it was provided, 
tlail no bntdier should kill, <Nr dress, any beast, within the 
dty and royalty, or within the distance of three quartos of aa 
BagKsh male, to be eompnied from the Tron Church. 

Oa the Ml of Aafuil, this year, a smeting wi» held at 
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Ediabargh> consistiiig of noblemen and gentlemen from difierent 
parte of Scotland ; when It was resolved that the establishment 
of a national defence was necessary for the safety and honour of 
the country; that the meeting onght^ without loss of time, to 
inform themselves of the present state of the laws upon this 
Important 8ul]()ectj that the matter should be referred to a 
oommittee, and a bill prepared for ^e oliject of raising a 
militia of 25>000 men> by ballot, consisting of persons between 
the ages of sixteen and fifty-six, in the different parishes; the 
privates to serve one year, and the officers two: the men to be 
exercised at such times as shall least interfere with their usual 
time of labour; the expence viras estimated at £6O,Q00. 
Another meeting upon the suli^t toolc place in December 
following, when it was resdved, ^at the measure ought to be 
insisted on, agunst every q^osition which it was likely to 
receive. 

Owing to the high price of grain about this time, the porte 
of Scotland were opened for the importation of com, upon pay- 
ing the low duties; and the lord provost received a letter from 
sir William Forbes, J. Hunter, esq. & Co. bankers, signifying 
that as his lordship and the town-council have it in view at 
this time of threatened scarcity, to procure a supply of com for 
the advantage of the poorer sort of tht community, and as they 
have it much at heart, in their character of bankers, to facilitate 
so useful a [dan, they beg leave to oflbr a credit with their 
house, to the extent of £2000 sterling, tree of mterest for six 
months ; £500 was likewise offered by Mr. J. Mosmim, and a 
subscription made at Goldsmilli's Hidl to the amount of £ISOO, 
for the purpose of sdBng meal at reduced prices. 

In consequence of a memorial presented to the lord advo- 
cate by the society of Scoto Antiquaries, they received a charter 
on the 29th of March, 1783, erecting them mto a body politic 
and corporate ; on this occasion they informed the pubtic, that 
tke numerous and valuable donations which they had dready 
reoeived would not be allowed to perish, but be perpttiaUy 
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preserved mkler the patronage of the soyerdgn, and the pro- 
tection of the laws of the country^ and at the same time solicited 
further donations. 

A serioQS distnrbance took place this year at Edinburgh^ 
in consequence of a report that Messrs. Haig*s> at Canonmills, 
were in the habit of distilling from oats, oatmeal, peas, beans^ 
and potatoes ) a mob assembled with the intention of destroying 
the works, but meeting with resistance from Mr. Haig's ser- 
vants, who were armed, one man was killed on the spot, and 
the sheriff attending with his deputy, the rioters were dispersed 
without further mischief. A few days afterwards another party^ 
more numerous than the former, assembled by beat of dmm> 
and armed with stidLS and Uudgeons, proceeded to Canon- 
mills, where a strong military force was stationed to protect 
the works, and prevent their access. A number of shots were 
fired by the soldiers, and several of the rioters were wounded ; 
but they still persisted in their object. Some of the party set 
fire to a hay stack at a short distance from the distillery, whidi 
was entirely consumed, together with some empty barreb 
which were found on the spot. The sheriff, who was agiun 
present, represented to the rioters that as this was the second 
outrage, if any further attempt was made upon private pro- 
perty, or the military annoyed, no mercy would be shown. 
Accordingly, no stones were thrown as before, nor any insult 
given, but that of offensive language. At one time, however, 
they pressed so close as to be almost upon the points of the 
bayonets, when the men were ordered to present, and the 
mob instantly drew off. Upon being ^Usappointed at Canon- 
mills, they threatened the sheriff's house ; but upon receiving 
information that a detachment had been sent for its protection, 
they desisted. In consequence of these violent proceedings, 
the gentlemen of the county agreed to come forward personally 
with their tenants and servants, and in case of any further 
breach of the peace, to repel force by force. A letter having 
been sent about this time to the duke of Richmond, on the 
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tnliject of parliamootary refonn, signed by the secretary of a 
oommittee, formed at Edinburgh for that important purpose ; 
his grace sent the following answer : 

Sir, 

I received your letter, inclosing the 
resolutions of the citizens of Edinburgh, and requesting my 
assistance in support of their petition to parliament for altering 
the present mode of electing their representatives. I trust, 
sir, that the part I have taken in support of every measure, 
that tends to restore to the whole nation the right of every 
individual to have a vote in electing the representative, who is 
to make laws by which he is bound, will be a sufficient pledge 
that I should support ev^ry plan for extending the right of 
suflrage beyond its present narrow limits. The city of Edin- 
burgh may therefore be assured, that I shall always be ready 
to assist the reform they propose, and am happy to see that 
they are taking those steps, which will prove that they are in 
earnest in their attempts to recover their rights. 

Signed, Richmond Lbnox Aubigmt. 

Early in February, 17S5, a meeting of the grand lodge of 
free masons was held at Edinburgh, when the right honourable 
lord Haddo was called to the chair ; a petition was then moved 
and read, signed by several respectable master masons, praying 
for a charter by whidi a lodge should be erected, and designated 
by the name of the Roman Eagle, and all the business of it to be 
conducted in the latin language. After some trifling oppositicta, 
the charter was granted, and the lodge met for the first t^ 
on the 17th of Uie same month. 

This year the citizens experienced much inccmvenience, in 
consequence of a very general circulation of counterfeit copper 
G(Mn having been suddenly suspended -, and because the couu- 
terfeits were mostly in imitation of those of the present reign. 
Many sbopkeqpers refused the genuine coin without discri^ 
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minatiioii ; WBmeroxn oomfdaints were made to iht miigistnites 
of tach refosal to take the lawfbl coin, and several peraona 
were fined on that acoonnt ; it appeared upon proper examina- 
tion, that three of the coonterfeits were not eqaal to one of the 
genuine haUjpence. On the 28th of May, there was a meeting 
of the merchant's company of Edinburgh, to take into consi- 
deration, the tax intended to be kid upon retail shops ; and 
it was nnanimonsly resolved, that the impost was partial 
and oppressive, and ^e provost was requested to assist 
sir Adam Ferguson, the city member, in of^Kwing llie measure. 
On the 1st of August, the foundi^on of the Soodi Bridge 
was laid, in presence of the provost, the magistrates, the 
brethren of all the lodges of free masons, and many of tlm 
nobility and gaitry. In the foundation stone were cut several 
holes, in which were lodged some coins of hn present mi^esty. 
These were covered with a plate, having a ktin inscription) 
in substance as f<^ws : 

''By the blessing of the Almig^ God, in the rdgn of 
George III. the Esther of his country, the Right HoooiaraUe 
George Lord Haddo, grand- master of the most ancient frater- 
nity of Freemasons of Scotland, amidst the acclamations of a 
grand assembly of the brethren, and a great concourse of 
people, laid the first stone of this bridge ^ intended to form a 
convenient conununical^n between the City of Edmbufgh, and 
its suburbs, and an access not unworthy of such a City. This 
work, so usefol to the inhabitants, so pleasing and convenient 
to strangers, so ornamental to the City, so creditable to the 
country, so long, and so much wanted and wished for, was at 
last began, with the sanction of the king and parliament of 
Great Britain, and with universal approbation in die.provoat- 
riiip of James Hunter Blair, the author and the inde£itigable 
promoter of the undertaking, August I, in the year 1785> and 
in the area of masonry 5785 ; which may God prosper.*' 

In February, 1786, the landed interest of Scotland, assem. 
Ued at Edinburgh in the ParUament-house, in order to consider 
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of the distresBes of the aountrj, owing to the rigorous exe< 
cntioD of the laws relative to distilleries 5 when a nnmber of 
persons ddivered their opinions^ and stated the embarassments 
which they and their tenants experienced, in consequence of 
the sak of barley being almost suspended. It was at lengdi 
agreed^ that letters should be written to all the Scottish 
vembers^ requesting them to wait in a body upon the lords of 
the treasury, to soHdt from them such redress, as it was in the 
poller of the crown-officers to grant. 

Oft the 19A of March, a most daring attempt was made by 
SflttM prisoners in the Tolbooth, to effect their escape. Two or 
4nee of them oontrired to make their way kto an apartment, 
vliece tim keys of aU the felons* rooms were deposited, and 
where the iurtruments were kept for screwing and unscrewing 
the irens of the pritoners. Hani^ possessed themsdves of the 
\i9fB, te. they set die other prisoners at liberty, so far, that 
they were able to walk at large in the common hall, and Were 
ready to aeiae tiie first opportunity of securing the key of diat 
deer also, When the turnkey (who did not deep in the prison), 
sImmM ceihe in tin morning, to execute the duties of his office, 
la tibemerMug, aceordingly, the turnkey made his appearance, 
aeooMpattied by a porter, who was appointed to dean out the 
dyhrent apalrtmentB. To their great surprise, they perceived 
tiie prisoner aU collected in the hall, who immediately com* 
menoed an assavlt upon the turnkeys but he being aware 
of their design, had secreted the key, without being ob- 
served by his assailants. They, however, threw him upon the 
ground, mud contiaued to kick and trample upon him till his 
life was in danger. He then informed them, that if they would 
allow him to rise, he would deliver to them the key. To 
this they agreed. He then requested, that as he was faint from 
the treatment he had received, he might be allowed to go to 
the prison cellar for a g^s of something to revive him. This 
was likewise oemplied with, and two of the prisoners were 
directed to accompany him, in case any deoeptioa was intended. 
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ArriTiiig at ^e cellar door> the turnkey sammoiied his remain* 
ii^ strength, and making a spring firom his attendants, suc- 
ceeded in getting into one of the debtor's apartments, and 
Mted the door within, before they ootoM fd^low him. An 
alarm was then given from the window, and the town-goard^ 
after displacing the lock of the hall door, entered the pris<». 
When the gnard entered, they found the hall empty, the 
prisoners having betaken themselves to their respective rooms, 
and some of them had the audacity to pretend a total ignoraaoe 
of the whole transaction. In April, the following year, anodier 
plan was formed for liberating the prisoners in the Tolboodi. 
A woman who frequented the prison, conveyed into it knotcked 
knives, for sawing asunder the bars, and ropes {or lovirering die 
men, likewise Undgeons to be used in case <^ reustanoe. 
Some peof^ were to be emjdoyed without, to divert the 
centinels from their duty, while the escape was to be efiected ; 
but the night previously to the intended attempt, a discovery 
was made, and the prisoners were placed in greater security. 

In February, 1787> the magistrates s<^ the whole of the 
city walls, extending westward, from the centre of Lauriestea 
Road, and opposite Watson's HosfMtal, to the New Reservoir in 
Heriott's Garden, under an agreement that it should be imme* 
diately taken down. At die same time were sold die materiab 
of the wall from the Potter Row Port, eastward, to the Soudi 
Bridge ; the removal of these walls, was highly beneficial to 
the general appearance of the city. 

In the month of June, the workmen emjdoyed about a 
foundation for one of the houses on the South Bridge found a 
quantity of coins, deposited in a cavity, which appeared to 
have been made purposely for their reception. The pieces 
were about the size of a sixpence, and were evidently of the 
time of Edward I. commonly called Longshanks : on one side 
was the inscripdon, Edwar. Angl-dns. Hyb.$ and on the 
reverse, Civitas London. The letters were quite entire, and 
many of the pieces were sold by the workmen at fourpenoe 
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each. It may he observed^ that in the year 1295, Edward 
defeated the Scots at Danbar ; made himself master of Edin- 
bargh. Sterling, and other places 5 carried off the Regalia of 
Scotland, with the famous chair from Scoon 5 and bnmt the 
records of the country. This chair is now in Westminster 
Abbey. 

On the 4th of August, the celebrated philanthrophist, 
Howard, arrived at Edinburgh, and next day visited the 
Tolbooth; where having asked the prisoners a numb^ of 
questions, he expressed some dissatis&ction at the state of the 
jail ; and observed that he had seen it five years before, and 
expected now to have found a new one in its stead, whidi 
would have been more beneficial than the erection of tiie South 
Bridge; he recommended washing the walls with lime and 
water, and the magistrates paid him so mndi respect, as to 
order it to be immediately done. 

In January, 1788, a very important cause was brought for 
decision before the court of session. Some time before, the 
magistrates^ in order to increase the funds for the poor, applied 
to parliament for an enactment, that in future, all the inha- 
bitants of Edinburgh, of whatever description, should pay 
a certain tax. The members of the college of justice con- 
sidering this an infringement of their rights, petitioned to be 
heard against the clause, which was granted, and the bill was 
abandoned. Soon afterwards, the magistrates passed an act 
of coundl, empowering their collectors to levy a certain sum 
upon all, without distinction ; consequently a bill of suspension 
was procured, at the instance of the dean and members of the 
foculty of advocates, and writers to the signet. The cause came 
on to be heard by the lord ordinary, and after being proceeded 
in at great length, it was finally decreed, that the privilege 
of exemption from such assessments, belonged to the members 
of the college of justice, both by statute and usage. 

The anniversary of the Revolution of 1688, was celebrated 
at Edinburgh, November the 5th, 1788 ; and the dergy vied 
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with each other> in desGribing to their aodiences^ the dyil and 
Felifioiit liberties that were secured by that great event. In 
Deeember, the members. of the Revdation Club held their 
eentenary jobilee in the pailiament-hoiise, where an ei^gant 
dimer was pcorided -, three or ibor hmdred persons of the 
first respectability were present, many loyal toasts were 
drank, and the evening was ooncbded with harmony and 
daconmu 

Hie kmg*s recovery in 17S9» diffused a general and en* 
titasiastie jof tiuxnighont die safeion^ and the magistrates of 
Sdinbvfgfa appointed the 9th of Mardi for a general iUunina* 
tim of the city : nothing oonld exceed the ardonr displayed by 
an ranks npontiitt memorable occaBion» and never was thera an 
lUwniiMdcNi BO general and so brilUattt ; a nnmber of tasty and 
appropriate tranapaffendes were exhibited, and the hoiae of the 
lord provost was particularly distinguished by a figure of 
BffitaaBia, wkh her usnai aooompaniments and ap|ffopriate 
iascriptioBa. 

Tkt professors of mnsic in Edinbnrgk, having formed 
themsdves into a sodety, npon the plan of the Mosical Fnnd in 
London, proposed to hcAd an aonnal coiieert for the benefit of 
the widows and orphans of the society. Accordingly, the first 
was pecfermed on the 19th of April, 1791, and it was attended 
hy a nnmeroQS conqmny of the nobility and gentry. Shortly 
afterwasib, an extraordinary meeting was called of the Society 
farppometiigChnstiap Knowledge ; the purpose of whidi was to 
■wuunoBi a princely doauUaon to the society of £lOfiOO, in the 3 
ptf -cent. anaMties. The history of the correspondence, which 
iar sevwal months had been carried on upon this interesting 
bosoHtt, was stated at length ^ from whidi it appeared* that 
the benefactor had taken the most efiectual measures to conceal 
his name, and seemed particnlarly anxious that it should not 
be discovered. The members agreed, that though tbdr own 
gratitBde might inflaence them, to pnblish an acknowledgment 
oftheboonty of dieir unknown patron in the newspapers J yet 
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they were bound to consult the feelings of a person^ who had 
evinced so mnch delicacy of mind^ and for that reason^ deter- 
mined to forbear such a pablication. They resolved^ however^ 
that a narrative of so great an events so far as they might find 
themselves at liberty at the time, should be lud before the 
pubHc^ in the appendix to the next anniversary sermon^ to bt 
preadied before the society, and printed as usual. 

In August 1791, the magistrates expressed their disappro* 
bation of the barbarous practice of boxing, by summoning before 
them, two of its amateurs for a breach of the peace* Tliese men 
were fencing masters by profession, and met by agreement, in a 
large room in Black Friars Wynd« After choosing their seconds, 
and the other necessary attendants, the combat commenced^ aad 
continued an hour and a half, when one of them having three 
of his ribs broken, and one eye entirely closed, gave up the 
contest. They were eventually fined by the magistrates, , one 
guinea each, for the benefit of the Charity Work^rhouse -, and 
bound to keep the peace for two years, under a penality of £59) 
the bottle-holders and seconds, were likewise bound to. keep 
the peace for twelve months* 

The magistrates having received infbmnation, that the 
populace intended to burn an. effigy of. Mr. Dundas, in omae*- 
quence of his opposition to the Scotch borough reform, were 
determined if possible to prevent the ceremony, which was. to 
take place on the king*s birth day in 1792. They accordingly 
brought into the town some troops of dragoons, who in the 
morning of the 4th of June, made their appearance -, riding 
furiously and insultingly through the streets, with their swords 
drawn. This proceeding, instead of intimidating, provoked the 
indignation of the people ; who saluted them with hooting and 
hissing. In the after part of the day, the magistrates and 
others were assembled in the parliament hou8e> to celebrate 
tbe day, by drinking the usual healths and loyal toasts ; while 
the populace were amusing themselves with the sport cnstom^^ 
ary upon these occasions, by throwing innoxious. missils ateaoh 
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other^ and at the city guards who were drawn up to fire yoUies 
as the healths went ronnd. Some officers of dragoons appearing 
at this time incautiously in the street, the resentment of the 
people was revived, and they proceeded to acts of insoH, 
which induced the officers to order out their men, and direct 
them to dear the streets ^ some opposition was made by 
throwing of stones, but at length the mob retired without 
further mischief. 

On the evening of the next day, a number of persons 
assembled before die residence of Mr. Dundas, in George's 
Square ; with a straw figure, which they hung upon a pole, 
and were proceeding to burn; when some fi)ends of Mr. 
Dundas, who happened to be in the house, very imprudently 
sallied out, with an intention to disperse the mob by force; but 
they were soon compelled to retire, and take refuge in the 
house, which was instantly assailed with stones. After breaking 
the windows of Mr. Dundas's house, the mob proceeded to that 
of the lord advocate, which they likewise damaged. It then 
became necessary to call out the military from the castle. The 
sheriff attended, and read the Riot Act $ but the rioters not 
dispersing, after repeated admonitions^ the soldiers at length 
fired; when several persons were mortally wounded, which 
put a period to the riot for the present. The mob again assem- 
bled in the New Town on the next evening, with a determi- 
nation to destroy the house of the chief magistrate ; when a 
signal was made from the Castle, to the marines of a frigate, 
stationed at {jcith, and a party of dragoons, that was quartered 
about a mile from the town, and upon their appearance the 
rioters finally dispersed. 

Very general attention was about thb time exdted by the 
writings of Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine, relative to the 
French Revolution. Meetings of the people took place at 
Edinburgh, which gave considerable alarm to the government. 
Two medals were struck; on one of them was inscribedj 
Liberia, BqualUy, tmd am End to Prea fFmmmtt .* on the 
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reTene> Tie Nation is e98etUmlly the Scwrceofall Sovereignty. 
On another^ Liberty ofConecience, Equal Represeniation, and 
juMt Taspotien / on the reverse^ For a Nation to be Free, it if 
enfieient that it wills it. 

On the 4th of November^ 1795^ the lord provost, magis- 
trates, and conndl, addressed his majesty on the outrageous 
attacks which he reoeiyed on his going to the House of Peers^ 
«8 follows: 

'' Sire, 

^' Struck wiUi astonbhment, as we are at the 
late audadous insult committed on your m^esty*s person, 
whkfa is by our excellent constitution justly deemed sacred and 
kiviolaUe, we now approach your throne, eager to testify at 
imce our respect, our esteem, and veneration for our beloved 
sovereign, and the detestation we feel, of that most atrocious 
attempt which has been made on your person and authority ^ 
abhorrent as we are of the wicked, but contemptiUe hands, 
who wore the instruments of that insult, this sentiment in our . 
breasts is feeble, when compared with the rooted detestation 
we ied of those men, unworthy to bear the name of Britons; 
whose prindples and doctrines, hostile to all good government, 
and civil subordination, have a direct tendency to inflame the 
minds, and poison the felicity, of a loyal, a well-affected, a 
£ree, imd a most happy peoj^e ; of such it is our fervent prayer, 
that the malevolent designs may be frustrated by the wisdom 
of a good Providence, and our own loyal and spirited exertions. 
Oonndering this nefarious outrage as a signid for all good men 
to raUy round the constitution^ thus attempted to be violated in 
the person of its &rst nu^trate, we devote with true pa- 
triotism our hearts, our hands, our property, and all we hold 
valuable as members of society, to the preservation of that 
glorioM fabric -, and what we deem its best security, the safety 
«f your majesty's life, and the maintenance of that dignity and 
respect justly annexed to your great office. And in this noUe 
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purpose, 8ire^ it is our pride, and our comfort, ta think Hiat 
we speak not as individaals, but utter the unanimous sense of 
tbat lai|^ and respectable community, the metropolis of this 
pRTt of the united kingdoms^ whom we have the honour to 
represent." 

From this period, till the arrival of his royal highness Mon- 
sieur le Compte d*Artoi8, at the palace of Holyrood House, 
there seems little worthy of remark 3 and it appears almost 
superfluous to notice, that the exiled French prince was received 
with every demonstration of respect for his rank, and consi- 
deration for the misfortunes of his family. With this circum- 
stance the year 1796 opened 3 and in the month of March 
following, at a general meeting of the county of Edinburgh, a 
committee was appointed to meet, with the lord provost and 
magistrates, for the purpose of establishing a weekly market 
in Edinburgh, or its vicinity, for the sale of all sorts of grain 
and flour. Proper regulations were made for the conduct of 
this market, and the dues and fees were moderate, in order to 
encourage farmers and dealers, to give the new market a pre- 
ference, in the disposal and purchase of the first necessaries of 
life. 

The war, into which the nation had been plunged by the 
levelling principles and desolating projects of the French regi- 
cides, had already called forth the most unparalleled exertions 
on the part of the government ; but the enemy having threat- 
ened Britain with an hostile invasion, it became the bounden duty 
of men of virtue and property to take, with the executive, such 
measures as should repel any attack from without, and commo- 
tion horn within the realm. Accordingly, in the month of Fe- 
bruary, 1797> at a meeting of heritors of the county of Edin- 
burgh, with the duke of Bucdeugh in the chair^ some important 
and salutary resolutions were adopted ) for example : — 

'^ That, from the preparation avowed by the enemy, of 
invading this kingdom, it is the duty of every loyal subject to 
exert and arm himself in defence of his king and country. 
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'* That^ to prevent the varioas calamities aad distress, 
which any such attempt most produce in this country, his 
majesty's lieutenants for the said county, do invite all persona 
from the age of 16 to 50 years, to enrol their names as volun- 
teers, to be embodied, dothed^ and trained to arms, under the 
authority and in the tenns of the volunteer act. 

'' That, his grace the duke of Bucdeugfa, having signified 
his readioess to head and command any such persons as 
already have tendered, or may yet tender their services, — all 
persons are requested to give in their names immediately at the 
ooundl chamber; or to any of the magistrates or deputy 
lieutenants of the dty or county, at such place or rendezvous, 
as each deputy shall appoint in his own district, specifying 
thdr name, age, and place of abode, to be formed into bat- 
talions.*' This regularly raised corps, was, however, distinct 
from the assemblage of a few gentlemen, who met in 1794, to 
perfect themsdves in the military exerdse, and from whom 
originated a volunteer corps, which, in 1795, was seven hun- 
dred strong. 

Here we may observe, that when the royal Edinburgh 
volunteers were formed, they marched in . procession to St. 
Andrew's Church, when a very degant and public-spirited 
discourse, was preached by the rev. Dr. Baird, chaplain to the 
corps, and prindpal of the University of Edinburgh, from 
Isaiah 41. v. vi. " They helped every one his neighbour, and 
every one said to his brother be of good courage." The rev. 
prindpal began with taking a view of courage, as a rdigious, 
a moral, and a political virtue, and then pointed out the nature 
and advantage of beneficence. He took a summary view of 
the French constitution, and pointed out the miseries it had 
oitailed upon that unhappy nation. He contrasted it with 
the excellenoe of the British constitution, as established at the 
period of the revoluti<m, and paid many handsome compliments 
to the public spirit of the royal Edinburgh volunteers, who had 
stood forth #ith so modi alacrity for its defence. The col- 
lection at the church door amounted to £67. 
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On the I6t\k of October^ 17d7> the newi arrived at Edia- 
burgh^ of the victory of admiral Dnncan over the Datch fleets 
on the 11th of the same month ; and tht public rc^idfigs were 
of coarse angmented by national pride. For a victory so 
glorions, and so important, gained by a Sootsmaa, could not 
fail to exalt the nation to which he belonged. 

Upon the arrival of the news of admiral Nelson's victory off 
the Nile, in November, 1798, the following address was trans^ 
mitted to the duke of Portland, aod by hin^ presented to the 
king: 

'' To the king's nsost excellent majesty. The hnmUe address 
of the lord provost, msgistrates, and cooncil of the city ot 
Edinburgh. 

'^ May it please your majesty, — ^We your mi^esty*s 
most dutiful and loyal sul^ects the lord proTOst, magistrates, 
council, and community of the dty of Edinburgh, humbly offer 
our heartfelt congratulations^ on the late most signal and 
important victory with which the Almighty has blessed your 
majesty's arms, under the conduct of your illustrious admiral, 
sir Hora^ Nelson. While so many other states have yielded 
to the destructive and insulting ambition of France, we look 
with respect and gratitude to our sovereign^ who in times the 
mof^ alarming, has stood firm to preserve tht independence, 
the freedom, the happiness, and the honour of Britain, and we 
|re)oioe with your faithful subjects, in this new and glorious 
encouragement which your majesty has received, to persevere 
in so great and so good a cause. In this cause, we cordially 
pledge our lives and lortfines for your majesty's support, and 
we shall be hi^py to showj that we are not unworthy to be 
lellow-citiiens and brothers of those brave men, who upon 
tills, and upon former occauons, have exerted themsdvea 
so nobly for their kii^ and their country.* 

'' We intreat your majesty to accept our most sincere 
]pirofe8sion of loyalty to your person and govenunent^ and oor 
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earnest wishes that your reign may be long and prosperow.-*- 
Signed by onr appointment^ and in onr presence^ and the seal 
of the city affixed thereto^ 12th October^ 1798. 

'^ Jambs Stirlivo, Provost" 

On the Ist of January^ 1799> the yohinteers, artillery^ and 
infantry of Edinburgh^ marched to St. Andrew's Chnrch> where 
the rev. Dr. Moodie preached an ekqnent and animated dis- 
eonrsc, from the 6th verse qi the 129d Psalm, '' Pray for the 
peaceofJemsalem, they shall prosper that love thee/* Aliberal 
collection was afterwards made at the door for the reBaf of tiie 
indigent poor, and the destitute sick. Nor was this to be a soli* 
tary act of patriotic virtue. The magistrates and town •oovncil, 
in the same month, came to the resolution of building a new 
diurch, and a committee was appcmited to fix on a convenient 
spot for its erection. Local occurrences of trials for misde* 
meanours, accidents, and deaths, fill up our history from 
January till March; but in this month, we find the Edinburgh 
light dragoons, reviewed at Musselburgh, and exhibiting 
in their appearance and discipline, all the qnalides of regular 
veteran troops. And in the following month, some little 
stir was occasioned in the city, by a Mr. Fitzsimmons, an 
episcopal clergyman, aicUng four French prisoners in their 
escape from the Castle to Dunkirk, on board of a cartel, that 
sailed from Leith roads. When Fitzsimmons was tried before 
the high court of justidary, in July following, he was found 
guilty, and was sentenced to be imprisoned in the Tolbooth of 
Edinburgh, for the space of three months. At this period, 
'Monsieur Compte d'Artois, with his suite, set off for Enghind $ 
but before his royal highness quitted the Scottish capital, he 
addressed a courteous letter to the lord provost and magis- 
trates, thanking them for the attentions which he had recdyed, 
during his residence at Holyrood-house. 

When the important news of the surrender of the Dutch fleet 
was received, the city of Edinburgh wai equally forward with 
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the metropolis of Uie empire^ in demonstrations of loyalty and 
attachment to the House of Brunswick, and to the consdtntion 
of Great Britain ; this was manifested as well by the dtizens, 
as by the ydnnteers and military in the Castle. Among the 
incidental news of this year, we hare to notice the great 
odebrity which the Assembly Rooms had acqaired, from the 
jodidoas management of their directors, and the fine taste 
displayed in the sdection and execution of the music. Nor is it 
out of place to record, that the directors of the Bank of Scot- 
land, wiUi thdr usnal sfHrit and liberality, lent at this time the 
sum of j£90,000 to the dty of EkUnbucgfa, to enable the magis* 
trates to execute without delay, the Wet Docks at Leith. 

So great was the distress which prevailed among the lower 
dasses of society in 1800, that one of the first acts of the ^ 
magistrates of Edinburgh this year, was to provide a fund for 
supplying the poor with food and fuel at reduced prices. And 
to this charitable resolution, we trace the establishment of 
public kitchens in Edinburgh, where nearly 8000 quarts of 
broth, and as many rolls of excellent bread, were distributed 
weekly, making on an average, a substantial meal for 16,000 
individuals, including children* Though the lord provost and 
magistrates had taken every measure, whidi human policy or 
sympathy could dictate, to alleviate the sufierings of die poor, 
yet the lower orders in and about the dty, manifested strong dis* 
positions to riot and disturbance -, but by the timely interference 
of the dvil and military authorities, little mischief was done. 

The Union of Irdand with the crown of Great Britain, was 
cause of joy to the dty of Edinburgh, and in the early part 
of 1801, this was testified in as public a manner as possible, 
though, from the drcumstances of the times, expensive rejoicings 
were dispensed with. Having hitherto abstained from no- 
ticing the adoption of the Vacdne Inoculation in Scotland^ 
it is fit we should here mention the progress which this 
part of mescal practice had made in Edinburgh, where all 
ranks vied in its adoption, with the hope that that dreadful 
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malady^ the small-pox^ might thereby be totally extirpated. 
About this time^ a benevolent institntion was opened in Tiyiot 
Row^ for the employment of the destitute and industrious poor> 
under the name of the House of Industry. 

We had occasion to notice^ in its chronological order> the 
loan of j£20^000 by the Bank of Scotland to the magistrates of 
Edinburgh^ for the purpose of constructing the Docks and 
Harbour of Leith. On the 14th of May, the foundation stone 
was laid by Robert Dundas, esq. of Melville, deputy grand 
master of masons ; an immense concourse of the brethren and 
iidiabitants of Leith and Edinburgh attended to witness the 
ceremony. In a glass vessel, placed in a ca^ty of the stone^ 
were deposited all the present current coins in this country, 
with a number of beautiful medals of the first character of the 
present age^ which were previously enclosed in chryttal ; and 
above the vessel were placed two plates, signifying when, for 
what purpose, and by whom the Harbour of Leith was 
constructed. 

When the glorious news arrived at Edinburgh, of the vic- 
tories of the British troops in Egypt, a sad gloom was cast over 
the inhabitants, by the tidings of Abercrombie*s death > and 
the tribute which was paid to the gallant general's memory, 
was very impressive 5 for on the evening of the ^ of June, 
the whole brigade of volunteers marched to Bruntsfidd Linksy 
where each corps formed a separate square, and after facing 
inwards the whole rested <m their arms» and remained in that 
position, while the general orders issued by his Royal Highness 
the commander in chief were read to each corps, and battalion, 
by its commanding officer. The battalions and corps afterwards 
shouldered arms, reduced their s<9Mires, formed line, unmnffled 
drums, fixed bayonets, and mardied off by snb-divisions from 
their right, in quick time. 

The 4tfa of June, the birth-day of our venerdble sovereign, 
who now entered upon his 64tb year^ was celebrated by 
above 2000 defenders of their country, drawn out on the 
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bocMioB; oidlfontheddtfaecrowdof spectetors, whojom6d 
those bnTe men m payng the tribute of respect, afiectkm, 
and gratitode, to the memory of a man and an officer, '^ upon 
whose like we shall not soon k)ok again/* presented a scene 
both solemn and impressive, the coup dml of the 4th was 
pleasing and animating to every friend of the oonstitntion^ 
Nor can we omit mentionuig in this place, die pnblic spirit and 
diarity of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, in raising in all the 
chnrdies and chapds, a most liberal contribution for the relief 
of the fimiilies of snch Inve men as had fallen in Egypt. On 
die 7th of September, a smart shock of an eartfaqnake was 
distinctly felt at Edmbmgh, Leitb, and the vidnity. Thoogh 
its daration was bot two or three seconds, and it was not 
accompanied by any pcevbns noise, or by any drcnmstances 
which usually precede diat phenomenon, it shook buildings in 
die direction from north to sooth ^ and so extensive a shodc 
had not been feh in Scotland since the earthquake of Lisbon. 

The arrival of the news of peace in October q>read great 
joy over Eitinbnigh. The populace actually took die horses 
from the mail coach, and having hoisted the British colours over 
the French, and monnted a banner on the box as an emblem 
of i^enty, they dn^iged the coach widi repeated shouts, down 
to the lord provost*s villa, of Comely Bank, and aflfcerwards for 
several hours through the principal streets, though it rained 
incessaBtly the whole time. At noon the volunteers and military 
of the casde fired a fm de joie, and the guns of the garrison 
were also fovd. The dty was brilliandy iUuaunated in the even- 
ing ; and i«^at rendered this spectade more remarkable, was 
ks succeeding an illumination of nature, that had on the prece- 
ding night dasded the eyes of the people of Edinburgh; we 
idlude to a magnificent aurora borealis, the coruscations of 
which were extremdy vivid, luminous, and rapid. In the 
foUowbg mondi the French prisoners in Edinburgh casde were 
mardied down to Lekh, where they were embarked for their 
native €osralry« 
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The mail arrived on the 1st of Aprils 1802^ with the int-* 
portant information that the definitive treaty of peace was 
signed ; the populace^ in testimony of their joy, seized the 
coach, took out the horses, and dra^^d it to various parts of 
the city. The brigade of volunteers assembled at noon in the 
meadows, and thence marched to Princes Street, where^ after 
the great guns from the Castle had fired a salute^ they were 
ordered to fire a feu dejoie, as was done on signing the preli- 
minaries. In the evening the city was illuminated^ for the 
proper regulations of which the magistrates issued a proclama- 
tion to the following effect : 

'' Peace being now Established between the British 
empire and the other nations with whom she was at war, and 
the minds of all being elated with the joyful event, the lord 
provost and magistrates recommend to the inhabitants to illu- 
minate the front windows of their houses, from half-past seven 
till ten o'dock this e\'ening -, and they further recommend to 
all ranks peace and good order, and prohibit the breaking of 
windows under the severest punishment.** 

About the middle of the year 1809, a petition was signed 
by the provost and council o( Edinburgh, to be presented to 
the house of commons, for leave to bring in a bill for enlarging 
the city police, and extending the royalty over the lands of 
Bellvae, and certain lands to the east and west 3 for purchasing 
houses and grounds for enlarging York Place ; and for various 
other public purposes of improvement and ornament. A peti- 
tion was likewise framed for a new copper coinage, the want 
of which was felt as a serious inconvenience. 

Early in May, the first, or royal regiment of Edinburgh 
volunteers, were disembodied. They paraded at twelve o'clock 
on their usual ground in the meadows, whence they marched 
to Heriot's Green, the place where they first paraded, and 
received their colours eight years before. Here they formed a 
hollow square four deep, when the lord advocate, second lieu- 
tenant colonel, (colonel Aytour being necessarily absent)^ read 

a 



Digitized by 



Google 



114 BUTOJiy OW KDINBUBGM. 

lord Hobartfi drcular letter^ oonveying to them his nuyesty's 
thanks -, also the thanks of the two houses of parliament. He 
also read a resolution of the town-council of Edinburgh, ex^ 
pressing in the strongest and most handsome terms, the thanks 
of the community to the whole of the volunteers of this city ; 
and a very flattering letter from his excellency lieotenant-colo- 
nei Vyse. Alter the lieutenant-colonel had addressed them, 
the regiment was marched to the Parliament Square, where 
being formed, the colours were delivered to the magistrates, 
who lodged them in the couaeil chamber, and the corps waa 
dismissed. 

At the levee <mi the 19th, the right honourable the lord 
provost of Edinburgh, presented to the king the congratulatory 
address of the city of Edinburgh, on the restoration of die 
blessings of peace, which was most graciously received, and 
bis lordship had the honour to kiss his roi^esty*8 hand. 

At an extraordinary meeting of the town counctl, it was 
unanimously resolved, that a subscription should be opened, for 
erecting in the city a statue of the right honourable Henry 
Dundas, as a tribute of public gratitude for his long and 
eminent services. A number of persons met on the 99th in 
Merchant's HaU, complaining of the defective state of the 
police, and agreed to several resolutions for improving the 
present system. 

At a meeting of the provost, magistrates, and council of 
Edinburgh, held in December, a letter was read from the 
honourable lord viscount Melville, announcing his elevation to 
the peerage, and thanking them for the honours repeatedly 
conferred upon him in choosing him for their representative. 
A letter was voted to him in re^Aj, congratulating him upon 
his newly acquired-honour. 

In March, 1803, we find the intended scheme for a new 
police within the city of Edinburgh and neighbourhood in great 
forwardness, and likely to receive the authority of the legisla- 
ture.. The members of the college of justice, had agreed to 
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wave tkeir pnviieges, in order to forward this important object j 
and the magistrates, by giving np part of the town's revenue^ 
had done all in their power to procure for the city a regular and 
complete system of police, the want of which had been long a 
matter of r^pret. The proTisiotia of the bill intended to be 
brongfat into parliament were nnmerons -, among them danses 
were made for the better cleansing, lighting, and watching the 
city and sobarbs, to present begging, to apprehend vagrants^ 
to regulate all kinds of vehicles, and, in short, every thing 
conaected with good government. 

About this time a renewal of the war with France being anti* 
cipated, the lord provost published a notice, stating, that appli- 
cation had been made to him, by many of the gentlemen who 
belonged to the late first regiment of royal Edinburgh volunteers^ 
and by other respectable dtizens, expressing their earnest desire 
to make an offer of their services to goyemment, in the present 
critical situation of public affairs. His lordship, in consequence^ 
rajueated the attendance of such gentlemen as concurred in 
those sentiments, in the new church aisle, in order to consider the 
proper measures that should be taken. Shortly afterwards^ we 
find a military spirit pervading all ranks of the community : the 
Edmburgh royal highland volunteer regiment, was completed 
to the full establishment of 500 men, besides non-commissioned 
offieers, in ten days after the acceptance of their offer of service. 
This was the first volunteer regiment of the above strength m 
Scotland, and was commanded by colonel Alexander McGregor 
Murray, and officered from the highland gentlemen resident in 
Edinburgh. 

On the 5th of July, a loyal address by the lord provost, 
magistrates, and council of the dty of Edinburgh, of the 
strongest assurances of continued affection, and attachment 
to his mf^esty's person and government ; of indignation at the 
proceedings of the French government since the oondnsion of 
peace -, and of zeal and readiness to come forward in the present 
critical state of affairs, in defence of their king and country^ 
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w^ tranfioiitted by the lord advocate^ and preseoted by lord 
Pflham to bis majesty. 

On the 15th September, the town-cooncil unanimously 
moted a piece of plate to the value of fifty guineas, and tha 
thanks of the council to Thomas Henderson, esq. lord dean of 
guild of this city, for his meritorious services in behalf of the 
community. 

The 28th of February, 1805, was distinguished by one of 
the most violent hurricaues ever remembered at Eklinburgh ; 
the mischief occasioned by it was very general in the country 
and the city. 

In June, the magistrates of Edinburgh received a letter 
from thirty-six persons, stating themselves to be prisoners of 
war in the citadel of Valenciennes, and as they were in th^ 
utmost want, and being natives of the city or neighbourhood, 
they requested the magistrates to set on foot a subscription for 
their relief. This was accordingly done, and in a few weeks 
about £150 was collected, and a remittance of three guineas 
was made to each person ; its safe conveyance, was testified 
by an answer, thanking the magistrates most gratefully for 
such a liberal supply. 

The great victory of lord Netson on the 21st of October, 
1805, was celebrated at Edinburgh on the 9th of November, 
with every demonstration of joy. The guns from the castle 
were fired, as well as those from the battery and shipping in the 
roads. On the 11th, the different volunteer corps fired a fen 
dejoie on Leith Walk ; his excellency the commander in chiefs 
rode along the line, and afterwards to York House, where the 
troops passed and saluted him. The right honourable the lord 
justice Clerk, marched his regiment into St. Andrew's Square, 
where, in an animated speech, he congratulated them on the 
victory, and condoled with them on the lamented loss of the 
hero under whose auspices it was achieved. In the evening, 
the city, by order of the magistrates, was most brilliantly 
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IHamiBated. Thnniday, the 5t]i of December^ being the day 
appointed by his majesty for a general thanksgiving to Almighty 
Qod, for the brilliant snccess of the British arms> the 
churches of Edinburgh were folly attended, and most of the 
inhabitants appeared in mourning. Several exeeUent and appro- 
priate discourses were delivered, and the coUectioBS ibr IIm be* 
nefit of the families of those who fell in the action of Trafidgar, 
were uncommonly liberal. The aggregate subscriptions at Edin- 
burgh on the occasion of this memorable victory, amounted on 
the 1st of April, 1806, to above £9000, and those for lol-d 
Nelson*s Monument to near J^ISOO. The liberality of indivi- 
duals was highly conspicuous : many noblemen subscribed 
JtlOO each ; the like sum was remitted to the treasurer, by 
Thomas Coutts, esq. banker, in London, towards the erection 
of the monument. 

In June, a grand dinner was given by the lord provost and 
magistrates, to a number of the principal inhabitants of Edin- 
burgh, on account of the acquittal of lord Melville. They also 
gave two guineas to the prisoners in the Tolbooth to drink his 
l9rdship*s health; and letters of congratulation were sent to 
him from all quarters, upon the honourable termination of his 
trial. 

October the 31st, being the anniversary of the battle of 
Trafalgar, the foundation stone of lord Nelson's monument, 
was laid on the Calton Hill, by W. Coulter, esq. provost, and 
several of the gentlemen of the committee. 

In the early part of 1808, a meeting of clergymen was 
held to consider wliat measures they should adopt to obtain an 
increase of their salaries. A great number of their livings 
had not been augmented for more than one hundred years, 
and some of them were little more than £30 a year ; a list 
was produced of above eighty parishes under £100. The 
luu'dshjp of this case being so obvious, it was expected 
4mt government would grant some relief^ as soon as a proper 
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lepreseBtatioQ was inade ; especially as die general assembly 
had entered into tbeir views. 

October the 21st, aheavygak was experienced at Edin- 
burgh from the sonih-west. In addkion to the maaduef 
usually occasioned here by high winds, audi as blowmg dawnt 
dumney pots, &c. the large temporary bnilding, erected on the 
north end of the nonnd^ for the purpose of exhibiting the 
panorama of the battle of TrafiJgar^ was blown down^ and tbe 
painting totally destroyed ; thb was a remarkable eoinodenoe^ 
it being the anniversary of the day on which the hero of TraDal- 
gar ended his career of glory. 

In pursuance of an act of parliaflMnt^ passed in the last 
session, a national institution for promoting Taociaation was 
established in April, 1809, under the management of a boards 
consisting of several members. 

Hie 251h of October, being the anniversary of his majesty's 
accession to the throne of these realms, and the day in which 
he entered into the fiftieth year of his reign, the magistrates of 
B^nborgh gave public notice, tliat the jubQee wouhl be cele- 
brated in the dty. Accordingly, the morning was ushered in 
by the ringing of the beHs of the dty and of Ldth, from eight 
to ten o*dock. The lord provost, magistrates, and council at 
eight o*dod^ proceeded in carriages to the Assembly Rooms, 
Ldth, where they joined the masonic procesnon, in order to 
lay the foundation of the military works, which out of regaid 
to our bdoved monarch, were to be denominated king George 
the third*s bastion, and military works, for the defence of the 
dock, harbour, and town of Leith. After the stone was Imd, a 
royal salute was fired from the dock, and returned by his 
majesty's ships in the roads of Ldth. This ceremony being . 
performed, the procession returned to the Assembly Rooms. 
On this occasion, all the noblemen and gentry in and about the 
dty and neighbourhood of Leith, t(^(ether with the office 
bearers of the gnmd lodge, breakfasted with the lord provost 
and magistrates in the Assembly Rooms at Ldth. At twelve 
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o'clock the great guns of the castle were fired^ and those of his 
miyesty ships in the roads. The volanteers were drawn oot 
in line in Princes* street, to fire a fen de jme ; and at two 
o'clock, sermons suitable to the occasion, were preached in all 
the churches and chapels in the city and vicinity, when 
collections were made at the doors, for the relief of debtors m 
the gaols of Edinburgh and Canongate. An address was soon 
afterwards voted to his majesty, by the lord provost and 
magistrates, congratulating him on his having filled the throne 
fifty years, which was most graciously received. 

In August, 1813, owing to an extraordinary rise in the 
price of oatmeal, a crowd of people assembled in Cowgate and 
the Grassmarket, for the purpose of intercepting the supplies 
on their way to market. Several carts were accordingly 
seized, and their contents distributed among the people ; after 
which the mob proceeded to the Dalkeith road, where they 
seized several more carts, and retailed the meal at two shillings 
per peck, and gave the money to the drivers. The shops also 
of the victual dealers and bakers, in Nicholson's Street, and 
places adjoining, being threatened by the populace, were very 
prudently shut up. In the evening, the houses of several 
meal-sellers in different parts of the town were attacked, and 
the windows broke ; at Leith also there was a considerable 
tumult. 

As a necessary precaution, a party of s<^diers was ordered 
out from the castle, and the following judicious prodamatton 
was issued. — *^ By order of the right hcmonrable the lord 
provost and magistrates of Edinburgh. The inhabitants are 
enjoined to avoid all riotous proceeduigs in the present circumr 
stances* as any tumults that may be excited, can have no other 
effisct, than to deter persons who have provisions, from 
bringing them into town, and thus to increase the scarcity. 
The lord provost and magistrates assure the inhabitants, that 
they will use all the means in their power, to relieve them firom 
their preset distresses. At the save time, as the mi^trates 
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hare erery reason to know that a acardty of grain exists 
throngbont the country^ they give the inhabitants this paUic 
notice, of their determination to make nse of the powers 
rested in them to repress any tumultous proceedings, and 
preserve the peace of the city." Council Chamber, 18th of 
August, 1812. 

The conduct of the magistrates on this trying occasion, was 
highly praiseworthy. A meeting of the principal mhabitants 
took place in the Parliament House, on the Slat of August, 
when it was agreed to open a subscription for the relief of the 
poor, and a considerable sum was collected, the distribution of 
whidi was intrusted to a committee. The money was given 
weekly, according to the number in a family, by the elders of 
the different kirk session. On the 25th of August, there was a 
numerous meeting of the noblemen, freeholders, justices of 
peace, commissioners of supply, and heritors of the county of 
Edinburgh, in the Parliament House, when several resolutions 
were entered into, to alleviate the distresses of the poorer 
class of the people. 

On the last night of the year 1812, being the season 
devoted to innocent festivity, the streets of Edinburgh were 
disgraced, by a series of riots, outrage, and robberies, lutherto 
without an example here. During almost the whole of the 
night, after 11 o*clock, a gang of fierce banditti, armed witii 
bludgeons and other weapons, infested some of the leading 
streets of the metropolis, and knocked down, robbed, and 
otherwise most wantonly abused almost every person who had 
the misfortune to fall in their way. 

On the morning of November the 6th, 1813, the guns from 
the castie were fired, and the bells of the city rung in honour of 
the victories obtained in Germany, and on this occasion, the 
city was brilliantly illaminated. Several devices in variegated 
lamps were exhibited, in the Royal Exchange, Parliament 
House, Bank of Scotiand, Custom House, the new Club Room, 
St. Andrew's Square^ and the lord provost's house^ Charlotte 
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Square^ &c. ; trat owing to the tnlaTOttritik state of the weal^ 
tkeir brilliuicy was aiich obscured. A Tiriety of trans* 
pnrendes i^ypeared in different parts of the dtf, whidi in 
fsneral were well execnted, and had a fine efiect. The 
Northampton and Antrim militia^ and first regiment of royal 
Edinbnigh yolmteers met in the Assembly rooms> George 
Street^ and went off in different directions^ their bands playing 
a variety of tnnes the wliole time. 

On the evening of the 15th of April, 1814, a general 
iUnsunation took place again in Sdinbnrgh, in celebration of 
the snrrender of P^s to the allies, and the prospect it 
happiness and peace by the new order of ^ings aboot to be 
established in France. On dds occasion, a grand trinmphal 
arch was thrown across the High Street, with two side 
ardies over the pavement. The whole arrangement was 
tastefoUy decorated with shrnbs ; snrmqpnling the main ardi 
WW a crown, ornamented widi lamps ; under all the three 
were vari^^ted lamps hnng in elegant festoons. Fronting the 
sootii, on the right side, appeared in large characten, the 
name of Wellington, and Blndier on tiie left $ fironting the 
north, were, on one side, these words, Mpicow Bmmi, and on 
the other, Pmi$ Sa»§i, Above the name of WelKngton were 
tiie feathers of the prince of Wales, neatly cot ont, and snr- 
moanted with the royal standard of Great Britain and Ireland. 
On the other side, several fleor-de-lb, snrmovnted witii the 
royal white standard of France, with this mscriptioa, 3fk&k*w 
Ejtertkmi crowned wkh Sucem9, TVmfe, CcmmeroB, mtd Agn^ 
euiture now Jiourisk. A great quantity of coals and some tar 
barrels were, with mndi labour, conveyed to the top of Arthur's 
seat, and blazed during the evening with sublime efiect. The 
white cockade was universally worn by all ranks of people, 
both in Edinburgh and Leith. 

On the 2nd of May, the magistrates and council of Edin* 
burgh voted an address to the Prince R^;ent, on the happy 
situation of public affaira, and they likewise agreed to address 
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his royal highaess Monsieur le Compte d'Artois^ who resided 
in Edinburgh for some years, on his restoration to his rights in 
his native country. 

July the lst> a numerous and respectable meeting of Uie. 
City of Edinburgh was held in Corre*s rooms, when it was 
unanimously resolved to petition parliament against the date 
trade. Petitions were afterwards transmitted to London, and 
presented to both houses of parliament. 

The important intelligence of the glorious and dedsive 
battle of Waterloo, on the 18th of June, 181 5, and in which tfie 
Scots Greys were so conspicuously engaged, was brought 
express from London to Edinburgh, by sir John Majoribanks, 
the lord provost, who reached the city on Saturday, the 24th 
of June, abou( eleven o'clock. The news was received by all 
ranks with great satisfaction, and the thanks of the town- 
council were the next council-day voted to his lordship for his 
great attention, in affording so promptly to his fellow-dtisens 
the accounts of this splendid event. 

The battle of Waterloo will ever form an interesting epodi 
in the annals of Europe, and would have been considered a 
point at which to terminate the present History, had not the 
event of our late sovereign's death, after a reign of unparal- 
leled continuance, imposed upon us the necessity of adverting 
to a new reign. George III. died at Windsor, ' at about half- 
past eight o'dock, on the evening of Saturday, the 29th of 
January, 1820, in the eighty-second year of his age, and the 
sixtieth of his reign« Intelligence of his decease arrived at 
Edinburgh on the Wednesday following, and on Thursday, the 
3rd of February, Geoige IV. was proclaimed in various parts 
ofthedty. 
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PART II. 

BCCLB8IA8TICAL TRANIACTIONS. 



CHAPTER I. 

From the ewrlieit Period to the Capture of Jtmes FL by 
Earl Qowry, 

Hatino taken a brief review of the Civil and PoHtical Trans* 
actions relative to the City of Edinburgh^ it now remuns to 
give a Sketdi of its Ecclesiastical and Literary History. 

From an early period to the Reformation^ Scotland lay 
under the dominion of the papal hierarchy^ and the extreme 
ignorance of mankind in the early ages of Christianity^ with the 
snpposed sanctity of the clergy, who possessed the only learn- 
ing of the times, together with the exuberant confidence which 
was reposed in them, gave rise to tiie many errors and 
corruptions which were introduced into the church 5 so that 
Christianity, as then professed, instead of being a rational and 
divine system of religion, was a complication of doctrines 
absurd in their foundation, and equally pernicious in their 
consequences. 

The first idea of Reformation seems to have originated vrith 
Martin Luther, in Germany, in revenge of the affront cast 
upon the order to which he belonged, by transferring an 
advantageous species of religious traffic, from the Augustin, to 
the Dominican friars. In the course of his disputations 
against the sale of indulgences, his knowledge in the Scrip- 
tures became more extensive, and his ideas more enlarged 3 
and he had the honour of being the first who planned the 
destruction of the Romish hierarchy, and of freeing the minds 
of men from that ignorance^ by which they had been so.long^ 
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enslaved. Among other causes of the rapid progress of the 
reformation^ may be enumerated the flattering of the vanity 
of manlcind^ by appealing to their judgments to detect false- 
hood ; the indulging it still farther by permitting the laity to 
read the Scriptures^ which formerly were held too sacred for 
their perusal ; the austerity of the lives of the first reformers, 
so opposite to the licentiotks mAnne^ of the popish clergy $ and 
the just iikli^ati^ wiifch wo«M uatmifly arise in the vakaA 
of the people against those inddlait drones, for having so 
craftily possessed themselves of a lai^ portion of the wealth 
of the kingdoms in which they resided. 

The art of prittChig, Kke#ise, whkh was attended wMi dt6 
peculiar feKcHy both of "excHing an jl grritifying an onivenaitUM 
for know!<$^ ; the address of tht reformers in r^feflkeBtng 
popery as ttafpions tod yfamnaft^l^ ; bM inflaming the pasrfons 
agarast imafges, olidfi^^B, ^^ameats> and reKcs, which Iop- 
merly promote reVei^iicfc and awe, contributed greatly toUrn 
prdgress of the tefo*rtfitft!dn. Thus, the stream of popriar 
opinion being diverted iAtO a ehsainel diametrically opposite to 
its former course^ swelled into ^ torrent that shook to its foMra- 
dation the mighty fabric of the papal hi^firchy, whidihad beon 
reared by the labour a^d superstition of ftges. To those thfijr^ • 
added, the peculiar causes which assisted the reformation va 
Scotland. As the church and state mutually isnppOrted i^di 
other, so the Reformation favoured the turbulence^ 'the 19e6t^ 
tish nobles, l)y humbling the royal cause 5 and at -the %ame 
time flattered the vanity of the multitude, by veduclNg ^libe 
power of both the tnitre alnd the crown. The-pul^ dMia- 
mators also, in their harangues, dwelt wHh eitthusinifli on 'the 
just and popular t6pic, that the prince lind the poasHot wodd 
be equally acceptable with the Deity, who 4s no M^pMtor)of 
persons. The ill-judged severity of government ^igcdliM Hbe 
leaders of the Reformation, with the cotf^rage ahd cdostttttcy 
which they displayed und^r their pers^idns rtnd «tff»ifa^ 5 
the imprudeht conduct of Mar^^ ; the dt^m t^mjJer atld4lcMi- 
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tious behaviour of cardinal Beaton, and the ambition of the 
earl of Morray, all tended to promote the reformation. This 
nobleman proposed to himself the ri^ncy of Scotland, whicb^ 
under a long minority, perhaps suggested to him still more 
aspiring objects ; but, above all, the nobles anticipated, and 
afterwards realized, the possession of the large and ampU 
revenues of the papal chnrch. 

From the pandty of anthentic documents in the early Scotch 
ecdesiastical history, we are at a loss for information, by what 
positive means the reformation in Scotland originally begun. 
We find, however, that as early as the reign of James IV. 
the powers of the papal pontiff were resisted } and pope Julius, 
who then filled the papal chair, complains of the kmg thus : 
^^ James alone, of all the Christian ^princes, by qnarrelling 
with his brother-in-law (Henry VIII. of England), had hi- 
therto hindered that most pious monarch from asserting with 
arms the rights of the holy see." But James, who well knew 
that all the vicars of Christ were not infallible, and was likewise 
acquainted with the selfish (however pretended) motives of the 
leaguers against France, absolutely refused to side with the 
Roman pontiff, and declared that league to be illegal, for which 
cause Julius immediately issued his bull of excommunication ; 
and James falling at the battle of Flowden Fidd, burial waa 
denied to his corpse, until license and the consent of the pope 
were obtiuned, which were granted by Leo X, on the 9th 
November, 1513. 

This pontiff, who succeeded Julius, was as ambitious and 
covetous as any <^ his predecessors. He had attempted, in 
imitation of some of them, to have both these passions gratified 
to th^ full, by engaging all the European sovereigns in a general 
confederacy against the Turks, whose late victories, particu- 
larly in Egypt, which they had subdued about this time, he 
sedulously represented as preparatory to the destruction of 
Christianity. 

But though he was not successful in insjMring the prmoes 
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of Europe with his fears, which they attributed to their just 
source,, yet none of them dared openly testify their dissent to 
so holy an intention ; therefore many of th^m united in the con- 
federacy, for fear of giving umbrage to the pope. Leo and the 
college of cardinals having succeeded so far, entertained mighty 
hopes of not only stopping the progress of the Ottoman arms, 
but of recovering the Holy Land from the possession of the 
Inhdels. fint they were mistaken : the era of crusades was 
past. In vain did they preach up, in every country of Europe, 
salvation to those who engaged in them, and in vain did they 
scatter the most [denary indulgendes. Their sermons made 
lew converts. Printing had introduced learning $ and super- 
stition was rapidly on the decline. Their pardons were so fur 
from producing the immense sums the council of Latran ex- 
pected, that their validity began to be questioned, and in 
time even denied. Such were the causes, it is said, that gave 
rise to the reformation on the continent, which, in the sequel, 
not only freed other nations, from prie«tly tyranny, but pro- 
duced that excellent constitution which made Britain the 
terror of tyrants, the perserver of the liberties of mankind, 
and the admiration of the world. 

Anno Domini, 1532, King James fixed a college of jus- 
tice in his capital, consisting of fourteen senators, half spi- 
fitual, and half temporal, with a president, who was always 
to be of the church. At their first meetings, the lords of ses- 
sion devised many excellent plans for the equal administration 
of justice ', but their after conduct did not answer this begin- 
ning; for (says Buchanan), '^seeing in Scotland there' are 
almost no laws, but the decrees of parliament, and many of 
these too were temporary expedients, and that these judges 
with all their interest hindered the enacting of new ones," the 
estates of all the subjects were committed to the pleasure of 
fifteen men, whose will was the law. It had a fruther effisct : 
for as the half of the bench were churchmen, it was their en- 
deavour to retard the reformation, which before had made a 
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rapid process in GermaDy, and was on the verge of being conn^ 
tenanoed by the secular arm of England, and had many friends 
in Scotlimd. ' 

The papal anthority was now on the, point of being abrogated 
in England; pope Clement sent ambassadorsi to Scotland to 
{H^yent king James from* attempting the same dangerous en^^ 
croachments. His holiness had reason to be content with the 
success of his embassy ; for not only the king, but the three 
estates (who were then sitting at Edinbnrgh)^ acknowledged 
their submission to the holy see, and promised to continue 
their due obedience, and by a salutary exertion of the law, 
prevent the growth of heresy. 

Accordingly, in the year of our Lord 1534, . we find a me« 
lancholy proof of their determination to keep their word, by 
the burning of. Andrew Straton and Norman Gonrlay, at Edin- 
burgh, August 27th, for Lutheranism -, the sheriff of LinUth- 
gow, James Borthwick, and others, were likewise condemned on 
the same account, and many fled to England under this cruel 
'• persecution. And, further, to gratify the pope, now Paul III. 
(Clement VII. having died during these transactions), it was 
ordained, in a. parliament held during the summer at Edin- 
burgh, that the ancient worship should be preserved, the 
church continued in all its immunities, and heretics punished 
with all rigour. 

Henry VIII. of England, having completed the total over- 
throw of the papal hierarchy in his dominions, and as a finish- 
bg blow seized the precious shrine of Thomas-k-Becket, burnt 
his bones, and unsainted him, at whrch the pope became 
exceedingly enraged, and instantly pubUshed his terrible bull 
of excommunication against him, which he sent to Scotland 
and other European states. 

This last act of Henry gave great offence to the devotees 
of the papal church in Scotland,' and greatly incensed the well 
beneficed clergy, as they dreaded the influence of his example. 
Many invectives were published against him of so severe a 
nature, that James was obliged to interpose his authority and 
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punish their authors. Being in some d(^ee checked in thSs 
way of showing their resentment, they spent their rage on the 
favourers of the new opinions. Thus several were burnt for 
heresy during this year ; and when cardinal Beaton succeeded 
to the see of St. Andrews, a still greater persecution ensued. 
Qut the argument by fire was far from stopping the progress of 
the new doctrines, which many embraced from a conriction <^ 
their truth ; and there were not a few in the kingdom who 
asserted, from temporal motives, that the papal authority 
ought to be abolished, monasteries suppressed, and the church 
of Scotland regulated after the manner of that of England. 
The new proselytes pretended to no doctrines unwarranted by 
the Scriptures, which being now printed in the vulgar tongue, 
every one might judge for himself. Nor was the English Bible 
read alone : the controversial writings of Luther, Melancthon, 
and .£calampadius were in the hands of many, who perused 
them with avidity. Many also of the inferior papal clergy and 
friars had imbibed the tenets of the reformed, and sealed their 
testimony at the stake. 

By the ministry of John Knox and his colleagues, these 
doctrines were subsequently more widely diffused. This 
celebrated reformer came to Edinbui^h, Anno Domini, 1555, 
where he delivered his discourses in private, to those who 
favoured the Reformation ; he declaimed with great energy 
against aU temporising, and expatiated upon the impiety of ever 
being present at the solemnization of the mass. The hand of 
power was raised against him, and he was obliged to leave the 
kingdom with great precipitancy ; so deeply, however, had 
the spirit of reformation taken root by the doctrines which 
he had propagated, that even the powerful engines rused 
against it, could not prevent its spreading. The effects were 
manifested by the extreme abhorrence which was now very 
generally entertained against that idol, the mass. The learned 
employed their pens in ridiculing the rites and ceremonies of 
the papal church, and the lower orders of the people expressed 
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tlieir indignation^ by demolishing the images in St. Giles's 
Churchy which so highly incensed the ruling powers^ and par- 
ticularly the queen-regent and the archbishop of St. Andrews^ 
that at his instigation^ she addressed the following letter 
to the town council of the city. 

'' Provest, Baillies, and Connsale of Edinburgh^ we greit 
zou Weill. Forsamekle as wee are informit^ that ther is 
certane odeous Ballots and Rymes, laitlie sett furth be sum 
ewill inclinit personis of aoure Tonn> qnha hes alsswa tane 
dpnn divers images^ and contempnandlie brokin the samyn> 
quhilk is ane thing, werray sclanderous to the pepile^ and 
contrarious to the Ordinance and Statutes of Haly Kirk. And 
it is gewin us to understand, that the Makaris of the said 
misorder ar all indweUaris and Inhabitaris of zoure said Toun | 
quhairfoir wee chairgezou that incontinent efter the sicht heirof> 
ze diligentlie inquire forth and seik for thair Names, and 
delyver thame in Writ to our Deir Cusing the Archbishop of 
Sanct Androis, to be usit conforme to the Statutis of the Kirk ; 
assuring zou gif ze do nocht zoure extreme devoir thairin to 
bring the samyn to lycht, that ze sal be na uther wayis 
estemit be us, more as favoraris and Mainteinaris of sic Per- 
sonis, and sail underly the samyn ponishment that they aucht 
to sustene in caise we get knawlege heirof by zou.*' 

'' Subscrivit with oure hand and under oure signet, at 
Aberdene the 21 day of September 1556." 

The inhabitants still continued to display so strong an 
aversion to popish ceremonies, as fully to prognosticate the 
downfal of papacy. On the approach of the feast of St. Giles, 
(the 1st of September), be being the tutelar Saint of Edin- 
burgh, the priests and monks, according to annual custom, 
made great preparation for celebrating his anniversary; and 
fearing the new converts might disturb their proceedings, they 
humbly entreated the queen regent to honour the solenmity 
with her presence ', with which request she compUed, and a 
splendid pageant was prepared, whereon the statue of St. Giles 
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wat to be^ placed, and tbvs carried in triumpli tlutm|fh the 
ck^ BotcertaiQ.pioMTeformers the bi^ preceding^, stole 
the image of St. Gile8> and comn^tted him to the North Loch, 
at. that .time the vttfaaDowed place Where those cobricted of 
adultery and fornication, were plunged, as a pnmshmeivt for 
their sina., 

' Oa^the following day; all dnngs being ready, both regnlara' 
aad secolars repaired in great state to the shrine of St. Giles, 
to<teorate«ndietch the image to grace the solemn procession, 
but reeeiviiig iniomiatioDof the igoominioos fate of their idol, 
they resolved that St. Giles • should not lose the honoar of a 
triumph; a small statne was therefore borrowed for the' 
oooaaiOB' from the tSrey-friars, which the mob in derision* 
desigl^ated theyottag Sit Gilte; the proceission, attended by 
iBunease nmnbers of' priests and monks with bands of music, 
paraded peaceably through the chief streets of Edinbargh ^ 
bat the queen-regent having, towards the conclusion of the' 
fete, withdrawn bersdf and suit, the mob dismounted "young 
S^. Ciil^ from his derated throne, tore him to pieces, and 
^persed lui attendants. 

The proselytes to the reformed doctrines increasing, they 
distinguished themselves by the name of the Congregation, 
binding themselves to the mutual defence and support of eadv 
other, IB propagating their rcKgioOs tenets } and it appears to 
have been their leading principle, to exert themselves against 
those objects which had hitherto been set apart for the purpose 
of^ idolatrous worship : down with them, was the reformen 
watch-word j and the stately cathedral, the venerable church, 
and the splendid monastery, were all, in a short time, over- 
thrown, by their inftiriated zeal. The magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, however, Bsed every endeavour to check this devastating 
spirit, but without efiect. Several of the religious houses in 
Pmh having been destroj-ed about this period, the queen^ 
regent addressed a letter to the magistrates of Bdinbmgh; 
therehi requesting them to use all ' doe diligence in preserving 
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tlie peaee of the city, to which they paid becoming sttentioo, 
which «o pleased the queen-regent, that she addressed to thetn 
the following letter of thanks -. 

** Connsale of Edinbnrg, we gfeit zow weiH, » 

** Forsamekle as we nnderstand be ane writing 
^ o«r consinglhe Lord Seytonis zoor^ iptov&St, the gnde will 
«nd mynd ze behr to as« is asu^ing him tft this trvbloas Tyme« 
ni setting fordwart of oore service qnhairof we thank 2ow 
heartlie ; praying zow to continew Ihairintill, as ae and ilk 
ane of vpur sail ffoA nis willing lor defence of zoore Liberties of 
iBonre said Tonn, or in ooy vthir case as ze sail bappin tifi 
hwre ado with ns, as we &id zow applicabill in setting fordwart 
lofonre -service at this tyme and sa fair ze weill. 

«' At StriviKng the Twentte tsixt May 1559. 

''MabiaR.** 

Upon the lords of the congr^ation approaching Edmbnrgh, 
«bout the year 1569> the cooncil sent deputies to them 
fsntreating them to spare their chnrches and religions hons^, 
that the protestant worship might be exercised in the former, 
«nd the latter be converted into reformed seminaries. They 
Also ordered all the gates of the city to be shut, except those of 
Che Netherbow and Westport, which were strongly guarded. 
And upon the qneen regent's entering Edinburgh, it was agreed 
t>etween her and the lords of the congregration, that each 
funty should exercise, unmolested, their separate religions, tUl 
ithe tenth of the ensuing month of January. Dr. Robertson, in 
his history of this treaty, not having observed his usual accuracy, 
we shall state the passage as appears recorded both in Rnox 
and Spottiswood, first giving Dr. Robertson's account; he 
says, '^ on the other hand, the queen agreed to give no mo- 
lestation to the preachers or professors of the protestant 
religion ; to allow no other form of religion but the reformed, 
«nd to permit the free and public exercise of it all over the 
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kiogdom.'* By the accounts of Knox and Spottiswood we 
find, V Item, the town of Edinburgh shall, without compulsion, 
use and chuse what religion and manner thereof they please 
to the said day ; so that every man may have freedom to use 
his own conscience to the day aforesaid. Item, the qneen*8 
grace shall not interpose her authority to molest or trouble the 
preachers of the congregation, nor their ministry, fto them thai 
please to use the same) , to the said tenth day of January within 
written ; and that every man in particular live in the mean 
time according to his own conscience.*- 

The queen-regent having introduced -some Frendi troops 
into Leith, expelled several of the inhabitants in order to 
accommodate them, and b^an to fortify the town -, the lords 
of the congregation considered her to have thereby infringed 
the late treaty, and requested her to desist from carrying on 
the fbrtifications ; but upon finding their intreaties ineffectual, 
they marched to Edinburgh, where they assembled in the 
Tolbootb; abd the opinions of Knox and Willox, their 
preachers, being obtained, concerning the obedience due to 
sovereigns tyrannically exerting their power ; they issued an 
ordinance, with the unanimous concurrence of all present, dated 
S3rd October, 1559, to suspend the queen dowager from the 
regency, for mal- administration, by introdu<iing foreign forces 
to enslave the nation, and other grievances therein mentioned. 
On the day follp^ng, they formally required the town of Leitb 
to surrender ; but no regard being paid to their summons, they 
attacked the fortifications, the town council of Edinburgh 
having furnished two thousand merks towards prompting and 
carrying into effect the enterprise. 

The mode of attack proposed, was by escalade : for that 
pfurpose scaling ladders were prepared in St. Gileses church ; 
which so irritated the ministers, that they foolishly prognos- 
located ill success to the enterprize; this so greatly inti- 
midated the reformers, that on their arrival at Leith, the 
gfur^son sallying ofit^ they iled^ and were pursued without 
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makiiig the least resistance, as far as the sabnrbs of the city* 
The queen's forces killed all they met with, not sparing either 
age or sex, and made themselves masters of aU their ordnance 
and other miKtary apparatus. 

The alarm having spread to the city, numbers of the 
inhabitants rushed out to the assistance of the flying army ; 
but on a false alarm being given, that the enemy were at their 
backs, to cut off their retreat to the town, they also fled in 
such haste, that the horse, in order to recover the gates, 
rode over those on foot, which encreased the confusion of the 
day. 

The panic within the city was now so great, that it was 
mth the greatest difficulty the fugitives were prevailed on 
to remain, in order, if possible, to preserve the city from 
becoming a prey to the enemy) their fears, however, in- 
creasing, and there being likewise a division in their councils, 
they left Edinburgh on the sixth day alter their fatal mis- 
carriage, leaving their unhappy protestant brethren and friends, 
tiie Edin burghers, to shift for themselves. The queen-regent 
returning to the city, conferred many of the best houses on the 
French soldiery, as a reward for their great services 3 while the 
unhappy proprietors were forced to conceal themselves for 
the security of their persons. 

The lords of the congregation, with their forces, finding 
themselves in a place of safety, by a treaty with Elizabeth, 
called to their aid a body of English forces, in order to reduce 
the town of Leith ; and the council of Edinburgh gave the sum 
of sixteen hundred pounds, Scottish money, towards this 
desirable undertakings being one month's pay for four hun- 
dred subsidiary troops ) after various assaults and skirmishes, 
the French forces were compelled to surrender the fortifica- 
tions of Leith, and to abandon the kingdom ; and the lords 
of the privy council issued a precept to the magistrates of 
Ec^bnrgh, in the the month of July, Anno Domini, 1560, to 
demdish these fortifications^ that they might not afterwards 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



138 HisTomr of vDirnvnaa. 

be a receptade for harbouring .tbe .enonues and iuTadeoB of 
Scodand. 

By tbe death of the qaeen-reg^at, and the expnlsion^of the 
French troops, the lords of the congregation were left mastfera 
of the kingdom. In the treaty between these lords^ ai^L the 
ambassadors from Francis and Mary, by which they bad 
a^eed that the French should evacuate Scotland^ itwassfti- 
pnlatad that a parliament should be held in the month of August 
following, and that the same should be decoded as lawful in all 
respects, as if it were ordained by the express .commandment 
of their majesties. Pursuant to this article, a parliament was 
K^sembled at Edinburgh ^ fiH the membecs who &youred the doc- 
trines of the refctrmation attended, as well as seyeral prelates and 
l^rds who still adhered to the catholic religion. Ql^iectioBs we^e 
started as to the legality of the meeting, 4}jx aocount of n9 com- 
missioner appearing to represent the sovereign; but they we^ 
over-ruled, and the parliament proceeded to abolish the p^pai 
jurisdiction, to rescind the acts made in favour of popery, to 
^tablish the confession of faith, and to impose the same pffui," 
ties on the professors of the old religion, which had before been 
inflicted on themselves. Francis and Mary received the intelii- 
geace of these proceedings with that indignation which might 
naturally have been expected. Far from ratifying them, fthef 
spumed the messen^ger who carried the resolutions, which Aey 
deemed the convention to have adopted jn contempt ^of thdr 
authority. 

The copncil of EdinlMirgh also enacted, that tbe public 
marjcets of the city should no longer be held 4m Sunday^ m 
was then the custom ; And that no shcqps .or taverns should bo 
open or goods sold during divine service. 

The first reformers apfiyB^ to have entertained s<Noe whim* 
sical idea^ of anal(^, between popery, or as they lenneclit 
idoiatpry^ and fornication, both of which they regarded with 
the ptmost abhorrence. To repcess iniquities which they 
deemed so odious, th^ mc^strales of Edinburgh aasmncd to 
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tiwtntekes both legislatiTe and exectitive authority^ and'exerted' 
ifl'tlte most tyraBBieal iiiaiiiieT^ tfaosepoitl^irs wbidi they Utfd^ 
BO illegally arrogated. They issued a prodamadon, conatmaitd^' 
ing 1^ idalators^ (4. e. jiaplsts), fornicators^ anct adalteriers', icr 
defmrt frond the tbwn^ objecting them to be d^^med^ by 
'^ setling them on the market^cross, there to remain for the;' 
space of six hours s and' for the second offence, to becafrried' 
thiy^igh the town in a cart, to be bnmt on the cheek and- 
baiifshed^ and (bt the third fault to be punished with death.'*' 
In execution of this law^ they ordeared the deacon of the flesfierd* 
to be carted for adultery. The corporations resenting thie' 
iikdigntty put upon thdr order^ assembled in a tumultuous 
manner, broke open the gaol, and liberated the prisoner. TEr 
magistrates appli^ to the lords of the privy-council^ for their* 
asSlstEihoe in punishing the rioters': and numbers of craftsmen 
we^e sent prisoners to the castle. But the deacons, upon pro- 
f^Hriiig their abhorrence of the late tumult^ and tnaldng earnest 
and' bumble skpplfcation^ were acquitted of any concern in the 
rtoi; and obtained the release of their brethi'en. 

Queen Mary by no means relished this assodation of 
persons In the prodatnation, *^ papists and whoremongers.** 
She had lately arrived in SbotliUid (A. D. 1561), and the man- 
nerof her reception tended not to alleviate the grief she felt on' 
leaving France i the 'stiite of Scotland was unsuitable to the 
et^giance V>f her taste, and the splendour of the court which she 
h^*Vecently left'. If the manners of the people were defident 
ioTd^hee, they^were now more so in complaisance. They 
eVeff objected t<^ their soverdgn*s enjoying that tolerance in 
rdigious ntetters to wtneh the meanest subject is entitled. On' 
the'SuAday after her arrival, the mob raised a tumult at the 
{N^tfe^, and it was with ^fficulty ' they were restrained froinf 
int^rruptinig divifte 9»rvi^> nay, even from hanging the priest 
who offidited : and the magistrates of Bdinburgh most illibe-' 
rdly rene^wed th^ir edict for banishing idolators and whore- 
m!bbgei%from>the dty, within forty.^eight hours f^m the dM 
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of the prodamation. The queen addressed a letter to tise towtf 
coancil, complaining of an edict so disgraceful and injurious te 
those of her religion -, this letter produced an effect very dif- 
ferent from what she intended ; the council again renewed the 
proclamation, with the additional severity of commanding, under 
very severe penalties, those persons to depart from the town 
within twenty-four hours ^ but the council was equally puul- 
lanimous and insolent; for when the queen, who was highly 
enraged at the contemptuous behaviour of the magistrates, sent 
an order to the council to deprive them of their offices, and 
elect others in their place, they very submissively obeyed her 
commands. The queen at the same time issued a prodamatioD, 
granting liberty to all good and faithful subjects to repair to or 
remain in Edinburgh at their pleasure, which gave occasion to 
Knox to make this pleasant observation : '* and so murderers, 
adulterers, thieves, whores, drunkards, idolaters, and all ma- 
lefactors, get protection under the queen's wings, under colour 
that they were of her religion, and so got the devil freedom 
again ; whereas before, he durst not have been seen in daylight 
upon the common streets.*' 

A. D. 150*2. To repress popery and fornication, a variety 
of new punishments, in addition to those mentioned, were 
invented. The iron rod, already stretched forth to crush 
carnal impurities, was twisted into new shapes, and loaded 
with additional weight to give it a smarter sting ^ to duck- 
ing in filthy and stagnant pools and bogs, was added con- 
finement for a month to a diet of bread and water in the 
mo9t dismal cells of a dungeon in the Tron house 3 yet, with 
all their detestation of undeanness they seem not to have 
been ignorant of the maxim, '^ that all things are lawful to 
the sunts 3" for it stands on record, that the earl of Arran 
enjoyed his mistress peaceably ; but when the marquis d'El- 
beuf and the earl of Bothwell, in a drunken frolic, paid her a 
visit, addresses were presented to the queen, and tumults in 
the streets were headed by the protestant lords to repress th^ 
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horrid impiety : and further to shew their abhorrence to popery, 
the figure of St. Giles was cut out from the city standard, and 
a thistle substituted in its place; 

It appears that the town-council were guilty of the grossest 
absurdities in their acts for the suppression of vice ^ for they 
now decreed, that unless burgesses daughters were at their 
marriage reputed pure virgins, their husbands should not enjoy 
the freedom of the city, to which, in virtue of such marriage, 
they would otherwise have been entitled ; and most of the 
punishments enacted by the council against fornication, popery, 
&c. received, by gradual steps, the sanction of the legislature. 
The sovereign, indeed, endeavoured to stop the execution of most 
of these ridiculous, and, in some cases, sanguinary penalties : 
yet we find, that the archbishop of St. Andrew* s was imprisoned 
in Edinburgh castle, for saying and hearing mass 3 that 
a popish priest, a man of title and family, arrayed in his 
sacerdotal robes, was placed two days in the pillory, at the ' 
cross of Edinburgh, and pelted with such severity by the mob, 
as to endanger his life -, that several priests of the catholic 
church were punished by exile, and otherwise 5 and one 
absolutely hung, for daring to profess the tenets of the papal 
church. 

Scotland being freed from the shackles of papal usurpation^ 
was well nigh subjected to a more formidable t3i'anny under 
the presbyterians ; she preserved her independence and free- 
dom but with difficulty ; and to this struggle, between the 
civil and ecclesiastical states, most of the troubles which dis- 
tracted the nation for nearly one hundred years, may be 
attributed. If the pope cliumed in religious matters a su- 
premacy over temporal sovereigns, the presbyterian declared 
his absolute independence, prudently choosing a head placed 
at a convenient distance. If during the most arbitrary sway of 
the papal hierarchy, it was held impious to summon a church- 
man before a lay tribunal, the reformed presbyterian main- 
tiuned, that in point of doctrine, he was liable only to the 

T 
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cognizance of a spiritual court; and even if treason was uttered 
from the pnipit^ the party offending ought, in the first place, 
to be tried by the presbytery ; and that neidier king nor 
council could decide upon it in the first instance. 

A. D. 1582. William earl of Gowry, in oonjnnction with 
other lords, having seized the king at his house at Ruthven, 
the pulpit resounded with applauses for the htAy deed -, an act 
of assembly was passed, dedaring the conspirators '* to have 
done good and acceptable senrice to God, their sovereign, and 
the country, and threatening with eodesiastical censures, those 
who by word or deed should oppose.the good cause. 
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CHAPTER II. 



From the CaptivUy of James, to his Accession to the 
English Throne, 



The lords soon afterwards brought the king to Edinburgh. 
The solemnity of his reception was characteristic of the man- 
ners of the times 5 he was met by the reformed ministers of the 
dty^ and the whole procession passed in solemn order through 
the streets. The captivity of James soon spread over all Eu** 
rope, and Henry HI. of France dispatched an ambassador to 
Edinburgh, with instructions to exert his utmost endeavours 
to restore the king to his freedom and independence. When 
the ministers of the city understood the purpose of the embassy^ 
Ihey declaimed against the messenger, and the errand he came 
on, with equal scurrility ; one of the ambassadors. La Motte> 
a knight of the Holy Ghost, displayed on his shoulder a white 
cross, the emblem of his order > this the ministers denominated 
'* the badge of Anti-Christ," and himself, '* the ambassador 
of the bloody murderer,** (meaning the duke of Guise); the 
railings of the clergy, and the insults of the populace, so 
disgusted La Motte, and La Meneville, lus companion in the 
embassy, that they solicited, and earnestly urged their dis- 
missal. 

The king, vexed at this contemptuous treatment, and 
willing to show respect to the ambassadors, desired the magis- 
trates of Edinburgh to entertain them -, a day being hxed for 
the banquet, they were publicly invited; the reformed mi- 
nisters highly provoked at this presumed mark of respect^ 
resolved to use their endeavours to disappoint it. Accordingly, 
on the Sunday preceding, they ordained a fast to be observed, 
on the very day the magistrates had chosen for the entertain- 
ment 3 and in order to detain the people in the church, three 
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of their most popular preachers svcoessively moanted the pol- 
pit, and thence thuodered carses on the ambassadors, and all 
who dared to entertain them -, ecclesiastical censures were 
likewise denounced agmnst the magistrates for contemning the 
orders of the church. 

The ministers of Edinborgh, having from the beginning 
justified the raid of Ruthven (so the king's confinement by 
Go wry was called), one of them being summoned before the 
privy-council, refused to acknowledge himself to have been 
guilty of any offence ; also, one of the ministers of St. Andrew's, 
being cited on tlie same account, declined the jurisdiction of 
the king and council, and exclaimed in his wrath, that ^' the 
king perverted the laws both of God and man." A parliament 
being held at Edinburgh, the authority of the king, and of the 
estates of parliament, in all cases, and over every order, 
spiritual and temporal, was confirmed. These statutes, how- 
ever, were not enacted without great opposition from the 
reformed clergy : in consequence thereof, they deputed one of 
their number to wait upon the king, and entreat, that no act 
concerning the church should be passed, until they were heard 5 
this boldness was recompensed by the earl of Arran, then the 
provost of the city, who immediately committed him unheard, a 
prisoner to the castle of Blackness, upon which the ministers 
of Edinburgh, dreading the same fate, precipitately left the 
city, and fled to England. One of them more daring than the 
rest, previous to his flight, repaired ta the cross ; where whUc 
the heralds, according to the custom, were promulgating the 
statutes, he solemnly took instruments in the hands of a notary, 
declaring the church's dissent from these acts, and protesting 
that no obedience was due to them : and the absent ministers 
addressed a letter to the kirk-session and town-council, reviling 
the measures of the court in the most opprobrious terms, and 
declaring '^ the acts made in the late parliament, repugnant to 
the word of God and doctrine oftentime$ preached by ihem,** 
The kirk-session and town-council^ by the king's command^ 
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retarned an answer, expressing their detestation of the treason- 
able doctrines contained in their letter, and rejecting as pastors 
those who had deserted their flocks. 

A.D. 1585. The exiled ministers returned; but the chas- 
tisement they had experienced for their recent behavionr had 
not, as yet, taught them discretion : they still insisted that the 
late acts, which established the king's anthority in spiritoal 
matters, and prohibited the clergy from meddling in state 
affiurs, and from railing and slandering in the pulpit against 
the king» should be repealed. Among the reproaches which 
they used against the monarch for his refusal to abrogate these 
laws, one of them from his pulpit in Edinburgh observed, 
*' That captain James (the name by which they designated 
the earl of Arran), with his lady Jesebel, and William Stewart, 
were taken to be the persecutors of the church ; but that now 
it was seen to be the king himself ^ against whom he denounced 
the curse that fell on Jeroboam, that he should die childless, 
and be the last of his race.** 

Such was the virulence of hatred or height of contempt 
which they entertained for their sovereign, that when he 
commanded them to pray for his mother, whom the rigorous 
policy of Elizabeth had condemned to death, but one dei^- 
mau at Leith, with the king*s own chaplain, complied there* 
with. The king, although much dissatisfied at this proceed- 
ing, was willing to allow the ministers at Edinburgh, particu- 
larly, an opportunity of amendmg their fault, and appointed ano- 
ther day when prayers should be said for his mother ; and in 
order to prevent the cavilling of the ecclesiastics, he had scru- 
pulously chosen the form of prayer to be used on the occasion ; 
it contained no other petition than charity would prefer for 
the worst of enemies : '* That it might please God to illumi- 
nate Mary with the light of his truth, and save her from the 
apparent danger with which she was threatened.'* The king, 
fearing he might be exposed to the insult of a refrisal in his 
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own pretence^ oommaiHled the bishop of St# Andrew's to 
preaofa boibre lum on that day, being on the dd of Febroary. 
On the king's arrival at the churth> he ibimd the pdpit ocea^ 
pied by a yodng man of the name of John Cowper, who had 
not at that time eren receired h<^y orders> but whom the mi* 
nuiters of Edinburgh had instigated to momit the pulpit in or- 
der to preclnde the prelate's officiating. The Idng, feding hit 
power and dignity thus insnlted, called to Cowper from hit 
seatj and observed to him, " That the place he occupied was 
destined lor another ; yet if he would obey the charge given 
by remonberii^ his mother in prayer, be might proceed to 
divine service." Cowper replied, that, *' he would do as the 
spirit of God should direct him 3" this reply sufficiently indi- 
cated his purpose. He was commanded to leave the pulpit -, 
and, as he seemed unwiUing to obey, the captain of the guard 
was directed to remove him from the situation, upon which he 
exclaimed, '^ That this day would be a witness against the 
king in the great day of the Lord $*' and further, as he was 
slowly descending from the pulpit, he denounced a woe upon 
the inhabitants of Edinburgh for suffering him to be so ignomi- 
niously treated. 

* ' The benefices of Edinburgh, although of small stipends, 
were the best livings in the gift of the churdi -, the four ministers 
thereof, in 1568, receiving only, the first 600 merks, the second 
500, the third 380, and the fourth 60 -, yet small as the income 
appears, the most eminent and popular preachers of the time 
were appointed to the pastoral charge of Edinburgh ; unlike 
the first propagators of Christianity, their poverty exposed them 
to no contempt, and they indulged the most refined species of 
pruie, in an austerity, which appeared to set at naught the 
opulence and splendour of the papal church. They condemned 
the luxuries of life as criminal, rejected its comforts as con- 
temptible ; and abhorring the external ceremonies of religious 
pomp and worship, they acquired a reputation for sanctity, which 
enabled them to exercise among the people an influence and 
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power, which was carefnUy directed towardi the attainment of 
their own ends. 

A. D. 1592. Fre^ cansea of eontrorersy between the 
king and the chnreh were now daily arising. James had been 
induced, although contrary to his own indinatum, to establish 
the presbyteHsB form of chnrch government^ and to introdnee 
a salvo in eiqpknatkm of the act of 1564^ estaUiahing the an- 
thority of the king la spiritual matters, and prohibiting the 
dergy from taking any part in state affiiirs. By this salro the 
privileges warranted by the word of God were reserved to the 
dergy. Sndi able casnists were not at any loss in explaining, as 
they pleased, so vagne a reservation ; stiU, however, the ebnrch 
was not satisfied, and both parties either felt, or affacted to 
lied, mntnai fears and jealousies. The popish Wrds now formed a 
oonspiraey to establish again the cathelie raligioB ; and in order 
to carry their intention into execution, they resolved to assist 
the Spanish forces in the iiva^on of England ; this transaction 
soon coming to the knowledge of the ecdesiastics, James was 
urged by them with furious zeal to prosecute the conspirators, 
as they were then deemed ; but the easy temper of the king 
would not permit it. This lenity exdted great discontent, and 
became, as usual, the subject of violent dedamation from the 
pnlptt. — ^They now tamed their attention towards Bothwdl, 
as he was not known to belong to the popish faction, and 
eneooreged him in his treasonable Attempts upon the king ; 
even tiie money which had been collected for the relief of Ae 
distressed protestants in Geneva^ was affiled by the ministers 
to raise men for his assistance. 

In our brief history it would be too tedious and trifling to 
relate the many disputes between Ae king and the churdi re- 
specting the pardon granted to the popish lords. They evinced 
the low ebb to wMch royal authority was reduced : this vrill be 
best explained in the words of the king, which he addressed to 
the committee of the clergy upon grievances. ^' There eodd 
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be DO agreemeot so long as the marches of the two jurisdic- 
tions were not distingaished." 

The clergy upon the pardon and retnm of the popish lords, 
immediately sounded the tocsin of alarm over all the kingdom, 
and called a convocation of the most eminent of their number 
to Edinburgh, where they were ordered to reside, and watch 
over the chnrch, under the name of the standing council of the 
church, and were vested with its nqtreme OMihoniy; when the 
violent declamations of Black, a minister of St. Andrew's, 
brought the rupture between the king and the church to a 
crisis, which had nearly accomplished the destruction of the 
metropolis, or of the sovereign. 

Among other violent harangues from the pulpit. Black 
affirmed, that the kmg had permitted the return of the popish 
lords, and thereby detected the treachery of his own heart : that 
all kings were the deviVs children : that satan had the guidance 
of the court : that queen Elizabeth was an atheist : that the 
lords of session were a set of miscreants and bribers : and that 
the nobility were enemies to the diurch, false, godless, and 
d^nerate. Bei^g summoned before the privy council, to 
answer for his treasonable discourses, the clergy opposed the 
shield of spiritual jurisdiction, to protect him from the royal 
vengeance 3 and Black himself openly disavowed the authority 
of the privy coundl ) the stan^mg council of the church, whidi 
still continued at Edinburgh, sent a solemn instrument disavow- 
ing the council's authority, to all the presbyteries in Scotland 
for their signatures, and recommended to all the ministers of the 
reformed church, both in their public and private devotions, 
to commit the good cauee to God ; and to employ their credit, 
and exert their labours, among their respective flodcs, towards 
its maintenance and support. 

The king, incensed at these proceedings, tending so directly 
to lessen his supreme authority, issued a proclamation, re- 
quiring the commissioners of the church to depart from Edin- 
burgh, within tWenty-four hours ; upon this they assembled 
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alHl reMired^ '^ diat naoe they were comvened by die wtrrant 
of Chiist, tbey chooid .obey God rather tfama mam,"* A>d con- 
tMie togetker^ notwitfattandiiig any charge that might be giten 
tfaeiB. The artidet of aocnsation made against the miaiiter 
Kack being faily proiwd^ the king did not proceed to pass 
j«<itgaaent^ being deairaas tinit tbe oonMuisaioners of the chureh 
slMmld of theoMselres pronoimce some slight eensnre, or indict 
sane triflmg pnaishsient on him wiUi ^ich the king declared 
be woakl be contented. In reply to this temporizing lenity, 
the commissioners observed, '' that a pnnislimenC ooiild not 
be inflicted where no cognkion had preceded -, for, as to the 
tiial taken, neither was it done by the proper judges., nor was 
that equity observed whicb ought to have beeyi -, witnesses 
that were under the censures of Hie dmrch, and ill aifected 
to Mr. Black, having been admitted to depone against him.*' 
In yaiB did his majesty seek to remove idi oli^ctions to the 
trial ; every thing whkh candswr and impartidity could devise 
was e^red by the king, and rejected by the reformed dergy, 
who ima^ned themselves to be the injured party; and de- 
dared, that since they saw '' the ^thfnl pastors of the church 
reviled and parsued, they -could not abstain from opposing 
these proceedings with the spiritual armours given them by 
God.** They accordingly ordaoned e ftist to be kept the Sun- 
day Mowhig, with solemn prayers to God to avert the im- 
pending judgments. • 

The king, in defence of himself and his measures, was now 
oibHged to publish a dedaration to his people, exculpating 
bimsdf from the calumnies of the ministers, and again ordered 
the commiiesioners of the church together, with twenty- four of 
the burgesses who had become odious and suspected by the 
court, on account of their attachment to the ministers, to de- 
part from Edinbui^h within the space of six hours. Pears 
and jealousies were kept aHve by rumours, which, whatever 
uught have been their foundation, added fuel to the flame of 
discord, then too prevalent, and tended to widen the breach 

V 
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between the king and his subjects. It was artftilly propagated 
that strong guards had been appointed, in order to defend the 
ministers against the violence which was dreaded from the 
king and his adherents ; this was deemed by James as a ccm- 
trivance of the ministers to bring an odinm on> and incense 
the people against him. It was again romonred, that the king's 
measures were directed by the popish lords^ who had been 
secretly admitted into his presence. Further^ the apprehensions 
of the ministers were heightened by designing men, who 
addressed an anonymous letter to jRobert Bruce, one of their 
body, cautioning them to look to themselves 5 for Huntly (their 
great enemy), who was late with the king the night preceding, 
had advised the above-named charge of appointing guards over 
their houses and persons. Persuaded of the truth of this intdli- 
gence and sincerity of the advice therein contained, the letter 
was communicated to Walter Baicanquell, whose turn it was to 
preach on that day 5 he believing it to be genuine, acquainted 
the people of the great danger they were in, and gave them a 
long detail of the treacherous forms (as he called them), of the 
court against them ; and in the most opprobrious terms, bitterly 
inveighed against the president, comptroller^ and advocate, as 
the chief instruments of their sufferings and danger ; then 
addressing himself to the nobility present, reminded them of 
the sincere attachment and great zeal shown by their prede- 
cessors, in planting the true religion of Christ, and giving it 
their most zealous support ; at the same time exhorting them 
to shew the like courage and constancy in its defence. Having 
finished his discourse, he earnestly intreated the nobility and 
gentry to meet him and his brother ministers after sermon, in 
the little Tolbooth Church, and assist them with their advice 
in their present critical situation. 

The request of the preacher was immediately attended to -, 
and besides the lords and gentlemen who had met on this 
occasion, a vast number of citizens also repaired to the meeting. 
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to whom Robert Brnce^ one of the miDisters^ declared the great 
danger the church was in by the return of the popish lords^ 
which^ he said> had been also represented to the king ; bnt, 
instead of redress, one of their brethren was questioned con- 
cerning his preaching -, and now the best of their people were 
charged to leave the town, whereby they had reason to suspect 
Worse practices to follow. He, therefore, solemnly entreated 
them to intercede with the king, that they might be permitted 
to serve God without any molestation. 

Pursuant to this, a petition was drawn up for the purpose 
of being presented to the king as early as possible, signed by 
all present, and six persons were nominated for that purpose, 
viz. two noblemen, two gentlemen, and two ministers. On 
the day the petition was to be presented, the king came to 
the court of session, then sitting in the Tolbooth of Edin- 
burgh ; where, being in an upper apartment, the six persons 
with the petition were admitted to an audience : when Bruce, 
the minister, acquainted him, " that they were sent by the 
noblemen and barons, convened in the little church, to be- 
moan the danger threatened to religion. The king answered, 
" what dangers see you?** — ^Bruce replied, " Our best affected 
people that tender religion, are discharged the town ; the lady 
Huntly, a professed papist, is maintamed at court, and it is 
suspected that her husband is not far off.** The king made no 
answer to this speech, but asked hastily, who they were that 
dared to convene against his proclamation ? lord Lindsday, one 
of the deputed lords, in a vehement manner, replied, " that 
they dared do more than that, and would not suffer religion 
to be overturned*" Numbers of people rudely crowding into 
the room at this juncture, the king became alarmed, and with- 
out making any reply, withdrew to the lower room, where the 
judges were assembled, ordering the doors to be shut behind 
him. The deputed persons being returned to the churchy 
dedared to the assembly that they were not heard, neither was 
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there a lu>][>e of receiving a favonraUe answer, atloQg as tacb 
oounoellors reraaiDed aboat tbe king j tbereiore^ some other 
cowtse mast speedily be ad<^^. Lord Lindsay immediately 
answered^ '^ no coarse but one ; let as stay tagethei^ that are 
here, and promise to take one part, and advertise oar firiends 
and the favoarers of religion to come to us ) for it shall now be 
either theirs or onrs." . This speech of lindsays occasioned a 
great damoar aad noise, and the tumnlt increasing, some cried 
to arms; others, bring oatHaman, in allasion to a disooorse 
of a minister who had entertained the populace with the story 
of Haman, &c. while they were waitmg the return of the depu- 
ties i others cried out, '' the sword of the Lord and Gideon,** 
and so great was the fury of the maltitude , that had they not 
been restruned by that worthy citizen, John Watts, the deacon 
convener (who, forseeiag the consequences, had assembled the 
craits, or (nty incorporations), they would undoubtedly have 
forced the door, and probaUy destroyed the king aad all that 
were with him. 

Sir Alexander Hame, the provost, though mudi indi^KMed 
and in bed, oa hearing of tiie inaurredion, hastened to the 
Tolbooth, and prevailed on die inlbriated maltitade to lay 
ddwb their arms, and return to their respective habitations, 
and soothed them by the promises of the king to receive their 
petitions when presented in a regular qianner. The deigy 
became alarmed at the greatness of the tumuk, and. also ased 
their endeavours in order to pacify ttiem } which, after some 
trouble, by the effisrts of tiw provost, deacon, and themsdves, 
they accomplished, and the king returned withoat molestatiaa 
to his palace. 

The nobility, barofts, and miniaters, adfaia assembled ia the 
course of the afternoon, when the terms of tbe petition w«re 
adjusted after a abort ddiberalaoB $ and kt*d Forbes, theMrd 
of Bargeny, and Robert Polkak, were appointed to present it 
to their sovereign. The king uaderstandiag that the oomi- 
mittee was at the gates of the palace, sent lord Ochiltree to 
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twofer with the laird of Bargfiy not to preseat the petition ; 
and having prevailed with him, the rest of the committee ako 
declined to present it, their principal having failed to eoncnr 
wi^them. 

Early cm the next morning, the king and privy conndl de* 
parted from the city to the palace of Linlithgow, and on the 
ti»e same day, a proclamation was published at Edinhwrgh, 
setting forth, that on acooont of the late treasonable nproar, in 
which a number of citizens, instigated by die ministers, had 
taken arms to deprive the king and council of their lives, his 
m^esty deemed Edioburgh an unfit seat of residence for the 
court, or lor the adminstration of justice : he, therefore, re- 
quired the cdlege of justice, the inferior judges, and the nobility 
and barons, to retire from Edinburgh, and prohibited them 
from returning without his express licence. 

This proclamation, together with the court's sodden de- 
parture from Edinburgh, filled the citiz^is with dismay, and 
they soon became fully seasible of the foUy into which they 
had inadvertently been kd, by some ^ the most violent of the 
ministers. In this dangerous situation of a&urs, the conuaoi 
council, in the utmost distraction, not knowing how to act, at 
last judged it the safest way qnietiy to wait the king's resoktioa 
in respect to the ctty 3 bnt the aunjst^rs uesolved, that the 
contest should be maJataiaied, and that the nobili^ and barons 
should not be dispersed by the royal proclamation ; hut that 
others should be called upon to assemble in the city in aid !«f 
the good ctmse. The citizens, hoiivever, when called upon for 
the purpose of forming this grand association, excnsed them- 
selves from entering frirther into sebelUon against their aove- 
seign : by which resolution, they greatly ret^urded the intended 
asaodatiim of the ministers, kc 

The clergy, in order to preserve the nunds of the people in 
« proper tone, ordained a fasten the occasion, and seonons 
of preparation were ordered ti» be preached that samejAter* 
noon. In the mean time, a letter was dispatched by the mi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



154 HISTORY OF EDINBUBOH. 

nititers of Edinbargh, to lord Hamilton and the laird of Bal- 
deucb^ requesting their assistance ; this letter was written by 
Robert Brnce> one of the ministers^ and signed by him and his 
colleagues ; a short extract from this singular production^ will 
disclose the temper and disposition of the reformed clergy at 
this time. Amongst other things they observed, '' That the 
people^ animated by the word and motion of God*s spirit, had 
gone to arms 3 and that the godly barons, and other gentlemen 
that were in the town, had convened themsleves, and taken 
on them the patronage of the church and her causey only 
they lacked a^head and special nobleman to countenance the 
matter. And since, with one consent, Uiey had made choice 
of his lordship, their desire was, that he should come to 
Edinburgh with all diligence, and utter his affection to the good 
cause, by accepting the honour which was offered him.'* 

His lordship, instead of joining the treasonable convention 
a^ Edinburgh, took a copy of the letter, and returning the 
original, repaired to Linlithgow with all speed, and showed it 
to the king, who was greatly incensed by this additional insult. 
James immediately proceeded to take measures in order to 
prevent this intended association, and dispatched a messenger 
to Edinburgh, commanding the magistrates to apprehend and 
commit the ministers, Robert Bruce, Walter Bolcanqnell, 
James Balfour, William Watson, and others therein spediied 
to prison ; but they having received timely notice of the king's 
intention, hastily left Edinburgh, and escaped into England. 

The common-council, in the greatest distress on this me- 
lancholy occasion, sent a deputation to the king, and in hopes 
of mitigating his resentment, and bringing him back again to his 
palace at Holyrood House, they offered to submit themselves 
to his majesty in all things as he should please to enjoin them, 
*' and to repair all in their power the great indignity and dis- 
honour done him^ providing they should not be deemed guilty 
of the crime}'* but James admitting of no justification^ an- 
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swered^ '^ that fair and hnmble words oould not excase sach 
a fault, and that he should come, ere long, and let them know 
he was their king/* 

This threw the magistrates, with the inhabitants, into the 
greatest alarm and confusion ; bat when they received the 
news of the privy conncirs having declared the late tamult to 
be high treason, and the devisers, executors, and partakers 
to be traitors ; and also, all such that shoqld thereafter be aid- 
ing or assisting the persons concerned therein, the whole city 
was thrown into the utmost despair, and nothing less was 
expected, than the total destruction of Edinburgh. All the 
judicatories having removed to the town of Leith, and the 
court of session to Perth, the ministers having fled, and the 
magistrates being without authority, the citizens considered 
their case altogether hopeless. 

In this great dilemma, the common council determined 
on making another effort to regain the favour of James ; and 
calling to their aid John Preston, a senator of the college of 
justice, with John Sharp and William Oliphant, advocates, and 
others, who they deemed were greatly in favour with the 
king, they deputed them to intercede on behalf of the city ; 
these having generously accepted of the mediatorial office, 
repaired immediately to Linlithgow, where in an audience, 
" they humbly besought his majesty not to proceed to extremi- 
ties, but to distinguish between the innocent and the guilty.'* 
To this the king replied, " that he could not think the town 
to be free from blame 5 for if some of the principal (citizens) 
had not countenanced the multitude in their doings, the tumult 
could not have been so great : however, the magistrates negli- 
gence was not to be excused, inasmuch as they did not pre- 
vent the disorder. His resolution was always to proceed by 
the form of law, and not to use any violent course ; but he had 
appointed the estates to meet in the same place where he had 
been dishonoured, and he would follow their advice, both in the 
trial and punishment.*' 
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Accordingly, tfa« king mniv«d at Leith on the 8l«t of Dteem* 
ber» and m&de a solemn entry into Edinbugli on Uie foUow* 
ing day, when the keys of the city were delivered to one <^ fait 
oftcert, and the care and charge of it was committed to the 
earl of Marr> with the lords Seaton and Ochiltree, all the dti* 
xens being strictly enjoined to keep within their hottses ; the 
streets were lined with a doable file of soldiers, betweem 
wkom the king and. his train rode to the Tolbooth, The 
pat^ament was already assembled, before whom, the magis- 
trates now attended, and w&t ordersd to dedare what they 
had to say la defence of the town 5 having prostrated them* 
selves before tlie king, the provost, Alexander Hame, after 
a sh<^ speech, dehTered to the court a written paper, 
wheveiii they aClerly disclaimed all fore-kaowledge of the 
tumult 5 declared their resolution to oondnoe in the most 
diligeat search Isr discowrhig its antiMirs, that they might he 
brought to condign ponishment^ professed the most loyal 
attachment to the king 5 made oiers, that none of tlie seditiows 
miaisters shoold be allowed to return to thdr charges, or others 
be admitted to the pastoral office within the city, bat with his 
majesty's approbatioB ; and that in the election of thehr magis- 
trates, Ihey shoald present to his majesty, and his lords of 
coanoil and session leets, of the persons they meant to dioose, 
that Ids majesty and their lorddups might approve on* reject a^ 
pleasure. The earnest snj^icaHaoiis of the magistrates, and 
die warm intercessions of some nobles in behalf of the city, 
leere urged in vain -, the convention of the estates dedared the 
late tmnidt to be high treason, and that the city itself should 
be aabjected to aU the penalties of that crime, if the magistrates 
did not discover the authors, and inflict on them exeiuplary 
punishment : nay, it was «ven pressed, that the city should be 
rased to the fonndation, and a pillar erected on the place, as a 
lasting moBument of its treasons. 

As James's severity against Edinburgh appeared to have 
been dictated rather by policy than indination, the interposition 
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of Blizabeth in favour of the city afforded a favoorable pretext 
for abating his rigonr ; still, however^ it was r^olved to pro- 
secute the city criminally^ and for that purpose the town council^ 
as its representatives^ were ordered to enter themselves in 
ward in the town of Perth, by the first of February — there 
to remain in custody nndl either acquitted or cast by law. 
Upon their petition, however, the term for their appearance was 
prorogued to the first of March -, but before this period had 
arrived, James had so far relented, that only thirteen instead of 
the whole of the town council were required to appear 5 
namely, two bailiffs, the dean of Guild, treasurer, four of the 
principal deacons^ four of the councillors, and one of the town 
clerks, who being called on the fifth day of the said month, 
produced a commission under the town seal, signed by the 
town clerks ; upon the reading of which, they were asked if 
all named in the commission were present > being answered 
they were, exclusive of William Maul, who had received his 
majesty's letter of dispensation ^ but this appearing to be dated 
on the 11th January, a time preceding the answer to their 
petition, wherein it was expressly ordained that the said thir- 
teen citizens should appear, it was declared void and of no 
effect ', and it was decided, that for not complying with the said 
ordinance, one of the thirteen being absent, the town was de- 
nounced, the inhabitants declared rebels, and the city revenues 
sequestered to the king's use. For fifteen days the city remained 
in a state of anarchy and confusion -, but at the intercession of 
many of the nobility, and upon the supplication of the magis- 
trates and town council, and their offer to submit themselves 
entirely to the king's mercy, he restored the community to 
their forfeiture, exacting however the following conditions, 
besides those already offered : that the houses which had been 
possessed by the ministers should be delivered up to the king, 
and the ministers afterwards live dispersed through the dif- 
ferent quarters of the city, each in his respective parish; 
that the town council house should be appointed for accommo- 

X 
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dating the court of exchequer ; that the town should beoome 
bound for the safety of the lords of session in their persons and 
estates^ against any attempts of the bnrgesses, under a penalty 
of forty thousand marks ; had, finally^ that the town should 
pay a fine of twenty thousand marks to his majesty in fo«r 
separate monthly payments, beginning on the first day of 
April following. 

The city having thus happily settled all disputes with thdr 
sovereign, the king granted them an acquittance and dischaige > 
and not long after, it appears that his majesty's resentment 
against the dergy began to abate, and he permitted the de- 
graded ministers of Edinburgh to return, and resume dior 
former pastoral offices. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Fi^m the Acceaum ofJamet FL to the T^one of England to 
the Reitoraiion of Charles IL 



From James's accession to the thnme of England, Edinburgh 
remained for a period of thirty-five years in a qniet state, 
nndkcqnered by any memorable event relative to church 
affiurs. But this state of tranquillity gave place to very dif- 
ferent scenes ^ for it was the fortune of Edinburgh to give 
birth to those proceedings,' which ended in the destruction of 
the king and overthrow of the constitution. 

The disputes which sprang up in this island upon the intro- 
duction of a new set of religious doctrines, were speedily 
checked in England by the rough hand of Henry, whose sin- 
gular felicity it was to alter the church, without overturning 
the state. In Scotland it was far otherwise ; for there with 
the doctrine of the reformation, republican principles were 
almost universally adopted 5 and a perpetual struggle between 
episcopacy and presbytery was maintained almost until the 
Union. The furious zeal of the presbyterian clergy had given 
James many advantages over them; and, as he possessed 
some sagacity, he failed not to make use of them to the accom- 
plishment of his favourite object 5 the bishops and abbots 
were still aUowed to retain their seats in the great council of 
the nation ^ and in the noon-tide of royal power, he had even 
established lus supremacy over the church. After much in- 
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triguing, and anxious attention to the critical moment of ad- 
vantage^ he introduced those important points^ '' kneeling at 
the sacrament^ administration of private communion, and of 
private baptism, confirmation, and the observing of Christmas 
and Easter holidays 5" what remained towards the complete 
establishment of episcopacy, but an introdnction of the 
litorgy ? This James had often meditated -, bat it was left to 
his less prndeut successor to make the attempt. 

Charies I. being resolved to accomplish what James had 
not been able to fulfil (the introduction of the liturgy into the 
church of Scotland), ordered a liturgy, or service book, and one 
of the canons to be prepared for the use of the Scottish church, 
which being done, Charles, without further ceremony, issued a 
proclamation for the due observance of them throughout 
Scotland 5 this impolitic act being done without the privity of 
the secret council or general i^probatioD of the clergy, tbey 
were regarded as foreign impositions devised by ardibishop 
Laud, and forced upon the nation by the sole authority of the 
king, which occasioned great murmurbgs and many commo- 
tions amongst the people. 

This new service book however was ordered to be read for 
the first time on Easter-day at Edinburgh ; but the people, not 
being prepared for its reception, the time was prolonged to the 
twenty-third of July, A. D. 1637> being the day appcHnted for 
its first reading in Saint Gileses church $ in the morning of tiiat 
day, the usual prayers were read by Patrick Henderson, the 
common reader -, which were no-sooner ended, than Hmiderson 
thus addressed the auditors, by way of farewdl, '^ Adieu, good 
people ; for I think this is the last time of my reading prayers 
in this place ;" which address occasioned a great murmuring in 
the congregation. The time being arrived for the forenoon 
service to commence, there were assembled on this extraor- 
dinary occasion, the lord chancellor, l<Nrds of the privy oouncilj 
lords of session, bishops, magistrates of Edinbui^g^, and a vast 
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mnltitacle of people of all sorts. Among this maltitnde not & 
murmor was heard^ until Mr. James Hannay, dean of Edin- 
burgh^ arrayed in his surplice, opened his service book) 
instantly a tumult arose, accompanied by clapping of hands/ 
ezecrati<Nis, and violent exclamations — Out (cried an old 
woman) ; out, ihou false ihief, dasi thou say the mass at my lugg ? 
The noise and confusion was now so great that it was impos* 
sible to proceed. Dr. Lindsay, bishop of Edinburgh, in hopes 
to appease the tumult, ascended the pulpit, and reminded the 
people of the sanctity of the place; but this instead of calming, 
appeared to enrage them to act with a greater degree of 
violence ; and a furious woman threw a stool with such force 
at the bishop's head, that had it not been averted by a 
friendly hand, would probably have silenced the bishop for 
ever. The archbishop of St. Andrews, with the lord chan- 
cellor, in vain attempted to quell the uproar at this time 
both within and without the church 3 stones were thrown, 
in at the windows, with violent rapping against the doors with 
slicks and other missile weapons, which, added to the general 
confusion. The magistrates of Edinburgh descending from their 
seats, by flattery, menaces, and force, succeeded in clearing 
the church of the most unruly of the people. The audience 
being aflterwards dismissed, the bishop was attacked by the 
rabUe, and had weU nigh Men a sacrifice to the popular fury, 
but was rescued by a superior force. In the adjoining church 
the liturgy was received with less uproar^ but not without 
obvious marks of disai^robation : in the church of the Grey- 
friars the uproar was so great that the service was given up 
altogedier 5 but the minister of the college church being more 
wary than his brethren, would not commence the service until 
he learned the reception the liturgy met with in the other 
churches, when he wisely preferred the old extempore form, 
notvrithstanding his engagement to the contrary. 

Between the morning 4md the afternoon service a meeting 
of the privy coundl was held, at which the lord provost and 
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magistrates assiatedj and as they engaged to exert dieir 
otmost endeavours to maintain deoomm^ the nse of the litnigj 
was again attempted in the afternoon, and it was read in some 
of the churches without much disturbance ; still, however, an 
unruly multitude rambled though the streets, and pelted with 
stones the bishop of Edinburgh, and the lord privy seal, who 
was in the coach with him, and though driven at full gallop, 
his lordship's servants were obliged to repel the fury of the 
assailants with their drawn swords. This memorable day was 
afterwards distinguished in Edinburgh by the appellation of 
Stoney Swnday. 

Next morning a meeting of the privy council was held, at 
which the magistrates of Edinburgh attended, and expressed 
their detestation of the late uproar, and their desire to seize 
the ringleaders and bring them to punishment. To encourage 
the ministers to read the liturgy, they voluntarily engaged, as 
far as possible, to imdemnify the dergy, if in the execution of 
their duty they should suffer any harm from the outrage of the 
p(4)ulace. They also addressed two submissive letters to 
archbishop Laud, expressing their contrition for the tumult, 
and their alacrity to concur in any measure for establishing the 
service book. 

No future day being immediately appointed for the reading 
of the litnigy, and the summer session being ended, together 
with the approach of harvest, it became requisite for the' 
generality of the people to superintend their country affairs, 
in consequence thereof no disturbance happened for some time, 
and the late tumult was supposed to have entirely subsided. 
But two of the ministers of Edinburgh, who had been sus- 
pended for not reading the service book on the 33d July, 
began to practise upon the people. Loud murmurs against the 
lituigy were echoed throughout the city, and when they 
reflected that the late opposition had arisen from the very dregs 
of the popuTaoe, the story of Balaam's ass occurring to their 
imagination, made them admire the finger of the Lord, as 
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(^>aaiiig the months of the simple to testify against such gross 
superstition. A petition from the magistrates and inhabitants^ 
as well as from the suspended ministers, was presented to the 
priyy council^ pniying that the use of the liturgy might not be 
insisted on. And the harvest bdng now mostly over, a great 
concourse of all ranks flocked into Edinburgh, and manifested 
toch a spirit of sedition, that there was reason to apprehend 
an immediate insurrection. 

As the privy council had been summoned in order to treat 
of ecclesiastic affieiirs, to appease the people, a royal proclama- 
tion was issued, discharging the privy council, at that time, 
from proceeding on the affiurs of the church ; and the multi* 
tude Were required to disperse and repair peaceably to tiheir 
own dwellings. This part of the proclamation however was of 
little avail. On the following day, the bishop of Galloway 
being on his way to the council> he was assailed by the populace 
with hooting and execrations ; they opposed him in his passage 
to the chamber where the council was sitting, and after much 
difficulty, having got to the chamber, instead of finding a secure 
asylum, he was besieged by a lawless rabble. The lords of 
the privy council in this dilemma sent to the magistrates for 
support, who themselves stood as much in need of assistance, 
and were unable to succour them ^ for the disorderly mob not 
only beset the privy counsellors, and patrolled the streets in 
great numbers, but they had also surrounded the town council 
diamber where the magistrates were sitting in deliberation, 
and became so audadous, that they even thronged into the 
assembly and vowed its immediate destruction, unless a 
petition was instantiy subscribed against the service book. 

The earl of Traquair, lord treasurer, and lord Wigton, 
thinking the condition of the magistrates more desperate than 
their own, resolved to venture out and try whether the lord 
treasurer could not by his authority and persuasion prevail on 
the people to disperse and go home -, if not, then to proceed 
to the assistance of the magistrates, and hold ooundl with them 
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on the present jonctore of affairs ; bat the rabble assailed 
them with such wild ontcries as predicted nK>re fordbie 
outrage : on all qoarters there were resounded — '* God defimd 
tho$e who will defend God's cause ; and God confound the ser- 
vice booh and all its maintamers,** Instantly the mob assaulted 
the treasurer^ pulled off his hat and cloak, broke in pieces the 
white rod which he bore as the badge of his office, threw him 
down in the street, and had he not instantly been raised by his 
attendants, who conveyed him back to the privy council^ he 
would undoubtedly have been trodden to death. As for the 
magistrates^ as well as the lords of the privy council, they re- 
mained besieged in their separate chambers, until by the inter- 
position of some popular lords they were rescued from the 
fury of the mob. 

The tumult being something appeased in the afternoon, a 
proclamation was issued, dischai^ng all public convocations 
and also^ private meetings tending to sedition ; but it met with 
so little respect, that public deputies from the peoj^ the next 
morning presented two petitions, one in the name of the men^ 
women, children> and servants, inhabitants of Edinburgh, 
against the service book ; another in behalf of the nobility, 
gentry, ministers, and burgesses against both the service book 
and the book of canons. In order to repress these tumultuous 
proceedings, Charles again had recourse to the feeble authority 
of a proclamation ; but his orders, which hitherto were treated 
with heedless contempt, now met with direct disobedience. 
He experienced, for the first time, an act of deliberate rebellion, 
and that by persons of high rank : for when he published a 
proclamation at Stirling, pardoning past offences, and enjoin- 
ing peaceable behaviour, it was encountered by the earl of 
Hume, lord Lindsay, and great numbers of inferior rank, by 
a public protestation, in which, after setting forth their 
grievances, they protested that they should not be liable 
to any penalties or forfeitures for disobeying any orders or 
proclamations in favour of the liturgy, or the book of canons. 
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and that tbey should not be answeraUe for any consequences 
which might happen, upon enforcing these innovations. When- 
ever the king*s proclamation was published « it was met by this 
counter-protest, and a regular combination was formed to 
oppose the established government; the great multitude of 
people who had assembled at Edinburgh, disposed themselves 
into different classes^ according to their rank in life ; these 
classes were denominated tables, and from each of these 
respective tables commissioners were elected, who composed a 
general table, which revised the deliberations of the inferior 
ones, and issued orders that every where met with implicit 
obedience. 

Among other weighty matters which the tables deliberated 
upon, they resolved to frame a solemn league and covenant, 
which covenant consisted of a renunciation of popery, expressed 
in all that virulence of invective, which wais calculated to in- 
flame the minds of the people, who did not, probaUy, under- 
stand the nature of what they were renouncing, yet could 
comprehend the infamy of the epithets applied to the object 
renounced. This was followed by a bond, obliging the 
subscribers to resist all religious innovations, and to defend 
each other against every opposition whatever, and all this for 
the glory of Crod, and the advantage of their king and country -, 
the whole concluding with invoking the most tremendous im- 
precations upon such as should desert the covenant. The 
people being assembled in the Grey Friar's Churchyard, the 
covenant was solemnly read aloud ; all ranks and conditions, 
all ages and sects, flocked to subscribe it. Charles, not a little 
alarmed at a combination so general and so violent, appointed 
the marquiss of Hamilton his high commissioner, with ample 
powers to treat with the covenanters 5 but no sooner did the 
leaders of the covenant hear of the king's peaceable intentions, 
than they exerted their ingenuity to prevent an accommodation. 
The pulpits rung with the insidiousness of Charles's designs. 
It was recommended to the people to. avoid treaties as snares 

y 
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laid for their destruction : all the terrors were held oat to ihen 
of incnrriDg the gailt of perjary, if they should abate one iota 
of ^eir covenanted engagements. And lest the pulpit should 
not convey these exhortations fast enough, inflamiBatory reso* 
lotions, to the same tendency, were with in&iite dispatdi 
circulated all over the kingdom. By this time there were 
upwards of sixty thousand people turaoltiioosly assembled at 
Edinburgh; the commissioner thinking it neither safe nor 
honourable to reside there, took up his abode at Dalkeith ; 
but being entreated by deputies sent from the city of Edin- 
burgh to reside at Holyrood*house, he agreed so to do, on 
the deputies becoming bound for the peaceable behaviour of 
the citizens : this being agreed to, he set out from Dalkeith, 
accompanied by the lords of the privy •council, and such of the 
nobility and gentry as were well affected to his cause. About 
half way he was mot by the whole body of nobility and gentry 
covenanters, who had assembled at Edinburgh on horseback, 
and behind them the ministers and commonalty on foot, making 
an ostentatious display of their power and nunbers. As he 
rode on, one of the ministers offered to entertain his grace with 
a speech, but he being well acquainted with the nature of thw 
harangues, politely dedined the compliment. 

The commissioner then opened to the covenanters his main 
propositions, which wer«, ** first, to be informed what they 
expected from the king in satisfaction for their complatnts ^ 
second, that on their part they should return to their obeiKenoe 
and renounce the covenant.*' To which they replied, *' that 
all they demanded from the king, was his calling a general 
assembly and parliament : that, as to what was desired of 
them, it was absurd to require people to return to their obe- 
dience who had never departed from it ; and^ as for renouncing 
the covenant, they would sooner renounce their baptism, than 
abate one syllable of it.** They even invited the commissioner 
himself to subscribe to it, informing him, *' with what peace and 
comfort it had filled the hearts of all God*s people; what 
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ret4)Aation8 and begiimings of reformatton of manners, were 
seattUy perceiTed in all parts of the nation ; how great glory 
the Lord had received thereby $ and what confidence they had, 
that God wonld make Scotland a blessed kingdom/* 

In the mean time, seal against the liturgy rose to an unex- 
ampled height ^ and the covenanters hearing, that on the 
Sunday following it was to be read before the commissioner, 
at Holyrood-hoose, they sent him notice, that if it should be 
used there any more, the clergyman who officiated should 
certainly be put to death. 

It was in vain to treat widi, and net very safe to reside 
among, people in such a frame of mind. The commissioner 
retnmed to London ; made another fruitless journey to Edin« 
burgh with new concessions ; went batdk again to London ; and 
again returned with concessions the most ample and satisfactory 
which could be given to their repeated and rising demands : 
these were rejected in such a manner, aa evidently to diow 
that the covenanters would admit of no satisfaction 5 and that 
they aimed at nothing less than engrossing the whole power of 
the nation^ by the destruction of royal authority. 

Charles perceiving the dangerous tendency of such a band of 
onion as the covenant, without the sanction of public authority^ 
and expressly contrary to the law of the land, wished to suIh 
stitote in its place a band of union, which, while it consisted <^ 
the same violent renunciation of popery with the other, at tha 
same time expressed more duty and loyalty to the king. H* 
accordin^y prepared a covenant, neariy the same with that 
subscribed by the late king, A. D. 1580, and afterwards by «U 
ranks of the people 5 this he required to be subscribed ; but as 
the covenanters perceived it was meant to weaken and divide 
them, they resolved that no obedience should be paid to iU 
He at the same time, by his royal proclamation, discharged the 
use of the service book, book of canons, and high commission, 
and reaeinded all deed» wiwtever that had been made for esta* 
blishiflg them^ He idaa discharged, the uiging of the five 
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articles of Perth (though he really had not the powerwkhbi 
himself so to do, they being established both by general asaem* 
bly and by the Parliament) , and at the same time indicted a 
general assembly and parliament. 

The indiction, however, of a general assembly and parlia- 
ment, conld not fail to be agreeable to the covenanters, although 
they chnrliihfy forbore to acknowledge their satisfaction. They 
now set about modeUing the election of members for the ensning 
assembly in such a manner, that not any but the most rigid of 
their party should be chosen ; they perceived in their clei^ a 
spirit of moderation beginning to gleam, by no means suitable 
to their designs. The dergj of Glasgow, in a body, had 
written a solemn letter of thanks to the commissioner, on the 
king*s prodamation discharging the service book, &&, and the 
interested leaders of the covenant plainly saw that all their 
misrepresentations wonld not avail, without the inflneDoe of an 
undue election. Before the establishment of prelacy, the laick 
and ecclesiastical members in the general assembly were nelM*ly 
equal -, but James VI. apprehensive of s^al in the laity, had de- 
prived them of their seats $ these, the tMe9, who assumed to 
themselves a supreme power, restored. They also issued an 
edict, ordaining, that from every parish a lay elder, as well as the 
minister, should attend the presbytery, and give his voice in 
the election, both of the commissioners and ministers, who 
should be deputed to the assembly. Thns the number of mi * 
nisters and elders composing a presbytery being equal, as it 
was not customary for the ministers, named as candidates, to 
daim a vote, the election by that means fell entirely into the 
hands of the laity. 7%e table* fell upon another device, which 
rendered the election a mere farce, and showed how little an 
assembly; chosen by the unrestrained suffrages of the electors, 
would have answered their purpose. They themselves nomi- 
nated all the members for the ensning assembly 5 and in 
their private instructions, they ordiuned, that the commissioner 
of the shire should on the day before the election, administer 
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Ml oath to the eld^ns, that they should vote for none to be 
nienibers of assembly, bat soeh as were already nominated by 
tie tMei, If after all these precautions, any malignant mem- 
ber should happen to be introduced, they had an easy way of 
setting him aside, and this was by libelling him before the 
assembly as guilty of some offence, no matter how void of truth, 
or even of probability 5 for by their constitutions, if any mCm* 
ber was accused before the ecclesiastical courts, he could not 
claim a vote until he had cleared himself of the accusation. 

They accordingly rid themselves of the prelates in a very 
summary manner. They accused the two archbishops, and the 
whole of the bishops of Scotland, as guilty, each of them 
respectively, of excessive drinking, whoring, gaming, profana* 
tion of the sabbath, contempt of public ordinances, and family 
worship, mocking at preaching, prayer, and spiritual confe- 
rence ; as also of briJiiery, simony, dishonesty, perjury, op- 
pression, adultery, and incest. For the better publication of this 
Mbel, it was read in all the churches of E^bui^, immediately 
after the communion ; and the day being for spent, the thanks- 
givings and prayers usual after that reUgious ordinance, were 
omitted, to make way for this pious proclamation. Yet so 
conscious were they of the infamy of the accusation, that when 
the assembly was held, they did not even attempt to provc( 
the libel. 

That no device might be omitted for practising upon the 
passions of the lower orders, the covenanters called to their aid 
a prophetets, who was a cleigyman*s daughter of the name of 
Mitchelson ; this woman being subject to hysterical disorders, 
and being also tainted with the religious prejudices of the 
times, she used to pour forth wild incoherent rhapsodies, which 
as they were accompanied with hysterical gestures and violent 
contortions of feature, produced the more sensible effect upon 
the spectators, who were lost in astonishment, while they 
deemed her frantic appearance and exdamati6ns the immediate 
impulse of supernatural influence. The covenant was her per- 
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petoid tbeme, and its leaders paid her the most profound 
Teneration : the tme genuiiie coTenant^ . she said^ was raliiied 
in heavMi 3 but the kbg*8 covenant was an invention of satan, 
and all its adherenta shonld be confoonded. Whmi she spoke 
of Christ, she nsnally called him the covenanting Jesaa. Rol<^ 
lock, then minister of the College Chocdi, being deabed by the 
spectators to pray wilJi her, answered, '' that he durst not; for 
it WQlild be ill ipannersmhtm to speak while his master, Christ; 
was speakini^ia her.'* She spoke bnt at times, and frequently 
had intermissions of day* and weeks, and when ^e felt the 
presmuimmu oi an i^roaching impulse, the joyful news was 
sounded abroad : nobility, gentiy, clergy, in short, all ranks 
&w with eagerness to leant her inspirations. Thousands^ 
whom the crowded house oould not receive, dung about the 
waffle, striving to hear the least whisper of the holy sound. Her 
ravings were deemed the operations of the holy spirit 3 her 
prophecies the oradee of trath ; and each went away animated 
with enthuaiaatic fervour, and ri vetted in hispriadple», by this 
immediate declaration of heaven in their behalf. 

On the diet of November^ the assembly n^et at Glasgow^ 
agreeably to the royal proclamation 3 but the commissioner 
perceiving the manner in which the covenanters were carrying 
on the busifiess, and knowing the resolutions they had formed, 
dissolved the assembly ; the covenanters forseeing this step, 
their moderator addressed his grace in a well*written speech, 
wUdi he had leady for the occasion, entreating him not to 
leave them. But he recpiired the moderator to say prayers, 
and ^Mniss the assembly 3 this not bdng complied with, he 
retired, the court continuing to 8it> notwithstanding the com-^ 
Bttssioner had pronounced it dissolved. In one hour, all the 
acts of assembly, paased since the accession of James to the 
throne of England, were dedared null and void, although metny 
of them had been confirmed by parliament. Afterwards, the 
wiiole of the Inshops were deprived and excommunicated ; 
qiiscopacy, the artides of Perth^ the canona and the lituigy 
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were «b#li6]ied« andevery one (Hfdered to Mberibe to tiie «h 
coveaasii «&der pam of excdamraiucatioii. 

The covenanters nowfonnd that there woidd soon be a ae* 
eeasity of having recoarM to arms^ in onler to support then** 
sdyes against the king 3 a meeting of the different estates was 
therefore held at Edbibingh, and being resatved to act 00a* 
ttnentkmtfy, the <^inion8 of eminent lawyers and 4vvuies were 
taken, concerning the kgality of entering into a defbnsiYe war« 
as it was named by the coveoooters. The aaswer, of eoarae, 
was delivered in the affirantire, and sir Thomas Hope, altlaiagh 
he held the office of his majesty's advocate, vras not A*fcft»*fH 
to assist at this coasnkation^ and to coaenr in the reialotisii. 

War being nnanimooshr agreed om, Lesley was appoimed 
general, and operations commenced on the 21st of Mardi, 
A. D. 1639, by an attack npon Edinbai^h castle, wludi (as it 
had been provided by its pradent governor wk& no more tiian 
a peace establishment of men, and was utterly destitiite of j^ro- 
▼isions), sarrendered at the first anrnmoBs. Their next enter* 
priee was an attack npon the House ^ Dalkeith, wfaidi dien 
belonged to the crown j bebg a place of Inconsiderable strength, 
it also presently snrraidered^ it was well furnished widi 
military stores, which were immediatdy removed for iiw 
purpose of supplying Edinburgh Castle, T^ose who had 
conducted the miHtory operations, flushed with success, deter- 
mined Idiat a fortification should be erected at L^th. The 
woik was began, and carried on with infinite alacrity ; not only 
the labourers, but an incredible number of vdunleeis, nobility, 
gentry, and even ladies themselyes, surmountn^ the ddicacy 
«f their sex, put their hand to the work, happy, if at aay 
exptwie, they could promote so pious a cause. 

The covenanters displayed tb^ sagacity, in making Hie 
most ample preparations for the ensuing contest. Not trusting 
abne to tlieir own vigour and unanimity, they dispatdied ihekc 
emissaries to Liondon, for the purpose of enf^ing the noncon- 
formists^ their causey and laiown^ tbe^Usgust which France 
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had ooncdved against Charies, for having declared hit resolv*' 
tions to oppose her making conqnest of the Low Conntries, they 
applied to cardinal Richlien^ who secretly lent them assistance ; 
bnt the chief difficulty they had to encounter, lay in raising 
money: to provide this necessary sinew of war, various expe- 
dients were resorted to during the contention; by one of 
them, they prevailed on a merchant of the name of Dick, who 
had amassed a degree of wealth not usually acquired by 
commerce, to lend them £90,000 sterling, and flatterii^ his 
vanity, by making him lord provost of Edinburgh, they so 
drained him of all his property, that in the end, he literally died 
in poverty. They next ordained every person to bring in his 
plate to the receiver general, for whidi he was to receive a 
b<md on one of the parties embarked in the cause. This pro- 
posal was not immediately relished ; but the pulpits being set 
to work, and the women entering keenly into the measure, it 
was adopted. The committee of estates next proceeded to 
impose an excise on sundry species of goods, but the citixeas 
learning their design, rose tumultuously, surrounded the house 
where they sat, and compelled them to discharge the tax j yet 
so easily was the mob practised upon by the ministers, that by 
their persuasion, they at the next meeting of the estates allowed 
it to be imposed, without making any resistance. Bnt the 
estates fell upon another expedient for replenishing their purses, 
on which they valued themselves highly ; when any person was 
suspected of malignity, or in other words, attachment to the 
royal cause, he was immediately called before them, and ordered 
to lend them one or two hundred pounds sterling, or more, ac- 
cording to his supposed ability ; if he scrupled, the proportion 
was immediately doubled 5 or if he professed want of money, 
some of the collectors, who were always at hand, offered to 
lend him the sum, payable against the next term, with interest. 
This, they said, was a notable device for reaching malignants. 
It will be necessary here to add, that these several expe- 
dients for raising money were not all invented aadexecuted at 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BISTORY OF fiDtNBlTKOtt. 173 

onee, reoonne being bad to them when all others had (ailed. 
The borrowing of Dick*B money took place» A. D. 1639 $ the 
bringing in of ^ silver plate> in 1640 ; and that of imposing 
an excise^ in January^ 1645. 

Charles having collected a force of twenty ships of war^ 
with 5000 land forces on board, under the command of the 
Hiarqnis of Hamilton^ he was instmoted to enter the Forth, and 
reduce Edinburgh and Leith to obedience, and by making what 
impression he could on these parts, to prevent new levies 
from being made, or succours of any sort being sent to the 
Scots' army, then on its march for England. The fleet accord- 
ingly arrived in the Forth, but remained in a state of total in-^ 
action ; until the sudden peace, which Charles patched up with 
the Scots, made him recall this warlike pageant. By an article 
in this treaty, it was stipulated, that the garrisons should be 
restored to the king 3 Edinburgh Castle was accordingly 
delivered to the marquis of Hamilton ; but the Covenanters 
justly suspecting that no lasting peace would flow from so 
inconnderate a treaty, still continued in a warlike posture. 

A. D. 1641> Charies made a journey to Edinburgh, with a 
desire to settle the peace with Scotland. There he resigned 
almost every bnmch of his prer(^tive, in so much, that he 
hardly retained' more than the empty name of royalty ; every 
species of preferment in wealth, title, and offioe, he bestowed 
en Chose whose fidelity to him was suspooted, or whose enmity 
was avowed. The marquis of Hamilton was created a duke -, 
but while the patent was passing the seals, he left Edinburgh, 
on pretence that the court had plotted his assassination. The 
earl of Argyie, his apparent rival, and head of the Covenanters, 
was created a marquis ; yet, on pretence of a similar danger, 
be likewise absented himself. The generaA who conducted 
the army against Charles into England, was created earl of 
Leven, and governor of Edinbui^h Castle $ and the moderator 
of the general assembly, who with ifiegal violence, had abo- 
lished episcopacy, was rewarded with the revenues of the 
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chapel royaL As for his steady friends^ they were dismissed 
from all their employments^ or passed by in total neglect. In 
this manner the king lost all his friends^ without gaining his 
enemies. 

Upon the breaking out of the civil wars in England^ a new 
covenant was drawn up at Edinburgh^ in the name of all ranks 
of the people of Scotland^ England, and Ireland, in which the 
subscribers bound themselves to the mutual defence of each 
other, against all opponents whatever, to abolish popery and 
prelacy, and to reform the church of England, accordbg to the 
word of God, and example of the purest churches ; and an 
army of twenty thousand men, conducted by the earl of Leven, 
entered England on behalf of the parliament. 

The court of high commission having decreed the death of 
the^king, the Scottish court of parliament passed an ordinance, 
repeating their disapprobation of the bloody measures which 
bad been pursued against him, and proclaiming his son Charles 
king of Great Britain : but at the same time declaring, before 
he should be admitted to the exercise of the royal authority, 
be should be obliged to subscribe the solemn league and 
covenant, and indeed to gi ve, security for his good behaviour j 
but he did not owe this declaration in his behalf, so much to any 
favour they entertained for his person, or for monarchy, as to 
the enmity which they entertained against the Independents, and 
the indignation they felt, at seeing their covenant despised and 
rejected by the English. For when the committee of estates 
learned^ that his majesty had not closed with them in the pro- 
posals which they had sent to him at the Hague, for the 
security of religion ^ out of forty members which sat in the 
committee, eighteen voted that no more addresses should be 
sent to the king. A violent remonstrance by the western 
counties, then in arms, was presented to the estates against 
their treating with the king ; and when he arrived in Scotland, 
in consequence of an after agreement with the estates, the great 
^ppstle of the covenfmt received hio^ with a public harangue i 
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Id which he told the king, that if he did not persist iii the 
covenaDt, *' Actum est de rege, et re regia." 

Id the mean time, Montrose having received a commission 
from the kii^, appointing him captain-general in Scotland, 
landed in the north with about 500 foreigners, gallantly 
attempting to seat the king on his native throne, on more 
reasonable terms than were proposed to him by the rig^d 
covenanters. Bat he suffered a total overthrow ; and dis- 
guising himself in the habit of a peasant, he entrusted himself 
to a perfidious friend, who betrayed him ; and he was carried 
a prisoner to Edinburgh, and finally executed. 

The English parliament, foreseeing that the treaty between 
the king and the Scots would probably terminate in an ac<* 
eommodation, sent into Scotland an army of 16,000 men, 
under the command of Cromwell, in order to sow divisions 
among them ; the army crossed the Tweed on the 2^nd of 
Jnly, and marching by Haddington, towards Edinburgh, they 
encamped near the Pentland Hills, within a few miles of the 
city. The Scottish army, under the command of Lesley was 
drawn up at Corstorphine ; whence the chancellor, who was 
with them, wrote to the magistrates of Edinburgh for a supply 
of provisions 5 requesting them at the same time " to ply the 
Lord and his throne, with strong prayers and supplications in 
• their behalf,'* without whose help they were entirely ruin6d. 
The Scottish army afterwards entrenched themselves in a 
fortified camp, between Edinbui^h and Jjcith ; and Cromwell, 
having endeavoured in vain to provoke them to battle, and 
having suffered in several skirmishes, returned to Dunbar. 

The subscription of the covenant being warmly urged upon 
Charles, and, indeed, made an indispensible preliminary by his 
subjects, to their paying him allegiance ; and the king seeing 
no other way of recovering his dominions, at last consented to 
it, but with exceeding reluctance. Accordingly he sailed for 
Scotland, but before he was suffered to set his foot on shore, 
he was waited on by a deputation of the clergy, who enacted 
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his subscription to the aatioaal^ and to the sokma league and 
covenant ; and at the same time fortified his mind with many 
zeafeus exhortations to persevere in it. The covenant being 
subscribed to^ he was permitled to knd ; but all his Mends 
who had attended on hia fron Holland^ and who shared with 
him the varieties of his fortaae, as bang maligntmU and 
profane persons^ were debarred from hb presence ; and ^ 
dergy would permit none but their owa creatures to be near 
him. They next extorted from him a declaration^ in which^ 
among other things^ ^' he gave thanks lor the merciful dispen« 
sations of Providence^ by which he was recovered out of the 
snare of evil councils. That he detested and abhorred p<^ry^ 
prelacy, and schism, and was resolved not to comntenance, nor 
even tolerate them in any part of his dominions ; and that he 
was determined in life, or even nnto death, to prosecute the 
ends of the covenant, &c." 

Not contented with the contumelies they had heaped upcMi 
their sovereign, they prepared for him a scene of still greater 
indignity ; nothing now would satisfy the clergy, but that the 
king should do public penance before the whole land. The 
event of the battle of Dunbar, however, saved him from this 
mortifying disgrace ; and they now found it necessary to treat 
him with somewhat more discretion ; lest, by urging him to 
extremity, he might be inclined to leave them entirely, and 
join the malignante ; therefore, the penance which they had 
ordained for him, was changed into the ceremony of his coro* 
nation. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Frcm the Reparation of Ckarks IL to tie Aecesthn of 
James VI L 



C94?i<P|i bemg now restored to the throne of his ancestors, 
the k^yali«t«^ jio long depressed^ guve full scope to their passion 
/or monarchy^ by an ample increase of the power imd preroga- 
tiv|5 of tl^e ccawn. The dty of Edinl^nrgh as a testimony of 
her loydty, sent the king £\(XiO. 

Cljarlesy oq his accession^ had written to the presbytery of 
^nbprghjf fissoring them of bis determination to support 
tj^e cbnrch goy^mment, us by law established ; bnt in this he 
^Il4ad witl^ 1^ ^^ dnpUdty ; for the con^plidsant parliament^ 
which met soon after, resdnded at one stroke the whole of th^ 
1^ pumed since A* !>• 163S> tbose in favor of presbytery 
being pf tbe nnmber i episcopacy was tfidtly re-established, 
and a royal proclamation which followed, left the king's inten- 
tions OR this point no longer doqbtfql. 

Tbe 3cQts had ever entertained a violent aversion to epis- 
co|N|cy, Chairles hful bnt jo9t recovered from the effects of it, 
w\^ his snljiscts received him from Breda i the security of 
the presbyterian reli|^on was stipulated as a preliminary 
^^tide* to their paying him allegiance ; and at his coronation, 
^e bo^nd himself by the most solenm oath to preserve it, 
i^hicb was repeated at the restoration. The presbyterians 
could not restra^ their ipdignation against the complicated 
perMy wh^ch revofced tbe laws ^l^blisbing their religion ; 
which substituted a detested liturgy, for the simpUdty of their 
own worship } which even debarred them from their own 
communion, anden£Drced, by heavy pecuniary mulcts, a rigid 
attendance o^ the estab^shed church. 
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The zeal of the royalists^ overcoming their prudence, they 
embraced every opportunity of displaying the triumph of 
their party. The presbyterians had also been always averse 
to the observing of particular days, which they deemed higUy 
superstitions, perhaps even impious ; and when required to ob- 
serve the birth-day, they answered thus : '* That they kept 
with strictness the holy christian sabbath ; that they would keep 
no other holy-day ; that for the most cogent reasons, they did 
not observe Christmas nor Easter 5 and, that they could not do 
for their king, what had not been required of them to do for 
their Saviour,** The privy council, besides insisting on the 
keeping the birth-day, enforced the rigid keeping of Lent, and 
extended the meagre daye to every Wednesday^ Friday, and 
Saturday throughout the year, on which days, no person dared 
to eat flesh without warrant from the privy council. The 
seeds of mutual jealousy being thus sown, they sprung up 
to a rancour which disgraces the era in which they took 
place. 

The episcopal religion was so generally disagreeable, that 
nearly one half of the clergy of Scotland were deprived of thdr 
benefices for not conforming to it; many of them were so 
determined, that on no account whatever would they take the 
oath of allegiance, but preferred deprivation and banishment, 
the certain consequences of their refusal. Enormous fines were 
imposed on account of non-attendance on the established 
worship, and on other absurd pretexts ; insomuch, that in the 
course of one session of parliament, £85,000 sterling was 
drawn from the subject, by those tyrannical exactions ; and 
arbitrary imprisonment was carried to that height, that several 
instances occurred, of gentlemen of family and fortune, having 
upon vague suspicion of being disaffected, been detailed in 
prison for a period of five years. 

But none of these acts of tyranny so greatly exasperated 
the people, as the strict prohibition of every meeting for 
the purpose of religions ^rorship, excepting that by law 
established} these meetings were denommated conventicles. 
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and all who assisted at them were made liable to fines, impri-^ 
sonment, and corporeal punishment, at the dlscnretion of the 
privy conndl ; and to aggravate the sofferings of the people, 
military force was employed in the execution of these tyran* 
noQS proceedings. 

Irritated by such manifold oppression, the western shires, 
which had been the principal sufferers, rose in arms, surprising 
and disarming a small party of the king's forces at DtUnfries, 
and thence they marched towards Edinbui^h ; still, however, 
they professed submission to the king, only requiring the 
re-establishment of the presbyterian religion, and of their for« 
mer ministers. The privy-council were extremely alert in their 
endeavours to suppress this insurrection ; general Dalzell wa^ 
sent to oppose Chem, and the dty of Edinburgh was put into a 
posture of defence ^ however, the insurgents were speedily 
routed, with the loss of fifty killed, and one hundred and 
thirty taken prisoners -, the remainder were suffered to escape. 

About forty of these people snffered on the scaffold, some 
of whom had been previously tortured, and the limbs of several 
were set np in various parts of the kingdom ; many of the 
sufferers were transported to a degree of enthusiasm, whidi 
elevated them beyond every power of external circumstance. 
" Farewell,'* (says one of them in his dying moments), 
*' farewell sun, moon, and stars ^ farewell worid and time ; 
farewell weak and frail body; welcome eternity ^ welcome 
saints and angels; welcome Saviour of the world) and 
welcome God, the judge of all." 

To reconcile the people to episcopacy, a scheme of compre^ 
henslon was proposed: by which it was intended, that the 
authority of the bishops should be diminished, and the most 
obnoxious parts of episcopal chnrch government abolished. 
Bnt the presbyterian, puffed up with his own ideal sanctity, 
rejected communion with a different sect. Another measure 
was then adopted by the government, which was expected 
to give satisfaction to those of both persuasions. In the 
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racttt dmrdiM, tliey adautted iiidi of tlie ei^dkd preacheri 
aft had eondnotod tliemsdves with some degree of noderaCioo^ 
aad bestowed on them a small salary, of about twenty guiiieaa 
a year-; requiring of them no snbmisskm to the establiahed 
religion, and permitting them to exercise the presbytmaa 
form of worship in their congregationB 5 at the same time, a 
scanty living was provided for such of the expelled preachersj 
as covid not find yacaat churches for thdr admissioo ', upoa 
condition, that in the mean time, they should refrain ircm 
preaching in public. 

These indulgences were at fost accepted very gradoosiy : 
bat the minds of die people were again irritated, by several €fi 
the most extravagant of the presbyterian clergy, who had been 
banished for their outrages -, from their places of retreat in 
Holland, they fomd means to disperse in this country a 
number of inflammatory publications, whidi enraged tba 
people against measures that had before afforded great satisfoc^ 
tion. Indeed, the populace themselves c^d not relish the 
discourses of their reinstated preachers, as they observed^ 
^ that the 9Mlt tf their doctrine hadloH its sav&ur."* The go* 
vemment consideiing, that all pretences for holding con* 
ventides were removed by the indulgences, these meetings 
were prohibited under very heavy penalties, the hearers being 
svlijected to pecuniary fines, and the preadier, (of the field 
eonventide), to death itself. The magistrates of royal bo* 
roughs were at the same time competed to give bond, that no 
conventides should be held within their jurisdlcCieii ; and the 
penalties named ia the bonds were rigorously enacted, especially 
from the magistrates of Edinburgh. 

The kte indidgences had wrought no solid or lasting 
influenee upon the people, and liie attempt of a des p er a te 
fimatic, heightened the displeasure of the court i^nst fhem. 
As his grace, arehbishop Sharp, of St. Andrews, was waitiag 
{ft his coach at the head of Bladifriars* Wynd for the bishop 
of Orkney, who was at the moment stepping into it, a 
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pistot w» discharged at the archbishop^ by one Mitchell, a 
presbyterian preacher^ which missed him^ but woanded the 
bishop of Orkney in the groin ^ and broke his arm ; Mitchell 
escaped for that time, bat about six years afterwards^ the arch- 
bishop reoognisEed him as he was eyeing him narrowly, and had 
him i^prehended. On him there was found a pistol loaded 
with three balls^ which no doubt was intended for the de- 
struction of the obnoxious primate : after varioas deliberations^ 
Mitcb^ was sentenced to be executed, and suffered accordingly, 
though promise of pardon had been held out to him by an act 
of the privy council ; but sereral of the lords positively swore 
no such promise had been made to him. The records of the 
privy council^ however, remain to this hour, the incontestible 
Bionnment of their perfidy. 

In proportion as the covenanters betrayed their disatfec- 
tioo, new mediods were devised for enlarging the power of 
the crown, and new rigours were exercised over the peo- 
jpLe. Among others, a statute was passed, declaring that 
the settling of every thing, which respected the external 
government of the church, was a branch of the royal prero- 
gative. That whatever related to ecclesiastical affairs and 
persons^ was to be regulated by such directions as the king 
should send to his privy council, and that these being published 
by them should have the force of laws. Nothing could be 
more absurd than this enactment 3 the king and parliament 
weD knew the great body of the peoj^e were strongly at- 
tached to one particular mode of religion, and that by this 
statute the kbg might legally have re-established the catholic 
religion had he thought proper^ and probably would have 
dime it bad he supposed it practicable. 

The popular preachers took every occasion to inflame the 
passions of the people> and to provoke them to throw off their 
allegiance; every instance of compliance, with every act of 
submission to the established government, was represented as 
impious. The payment of cess, or any species of subsidy was 
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deemed illegal and sioful, ancl even termed '^ a dttSuauiMite 
and crimson wickednessj the cry whereof reached heaven /' 
and to be guilty of celebrating the birtb-day, was nothi|ig 
less than /' blasphemy against the spirit of God.'* 

.Besides inculcating resistance to the established goyemmcmt^ 
they called to their aid, the doctrine of assassination, which tbey 
denominated '^ The execution of rigktefms judgemejU by privet 
men,** a doctrine which, afterwards in the most solemn inaniM^ 
and in the utmost latitude^ they adopted and avowed. The first 
person of any note who fell a sacrifice to this doctrine, was the 
archbishop of St. Andrew's, yet his mnrder does not appea;* to 
have been at that time premeditated. Hackston of Rathillet„ a 
gentleman of Fifeshire, with eight fiarmers of that county, armed, 
being in pursuit of one Carmichael, whp had rendered himself 
extremely obnoxious to the presbyterians by his rigorous 
assiduity in harassing those who attended oonveptides, unfor- 
tunately met his grace instead of Carmichael (who being put 
on his guard, kept out of their way) ; these fanatics exdaimed 
with gloomy rapture, ** He is delivered into our hands,** 
and instantly resolved on his death. The archbishop, seeing 
himself pursued by armed men, ordered his coachman to drive 
with full speed, and as he was gaining ground on the assassins, 
they discharged their pieces at the coach, in which the primate 
with his daughter were seated. Neither of them, hpweyer, 
were hurt ; but one of the gang who happened to be wieU 
mounted, getting before the coach, struck the postillion to the 
ground with his broad sword, and cut the traces of the coadi ; 
the other ruffians being come up, poured their shot upon the 
bishop, and tearing him with brutal ferodty fron\ the arms of 
his daughter, dragged him from the coach, and being pierced 
with redoubled wounds, he expired in her view 3 the party then 
made their escape, glorying in the deed they had committed. 

From breaches of the law, the fanatical party proceeded to 
renounce, with much formality, all snbmisiupn to the go- 
vernment, and chose the anniversary of the restoration as 
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the most proper day for commencing their operations. Ac- 
cohlingly^ about eighty of them assembled at Rntherglen^ 
where they extinguished the bonfire lighted for the solem- 
nization of the birthday } after which they proceeded to born 
several acts of parliament, together with acts of the privy 
conncO^ chiefly those establishing prelacy, not forgetting also 
to express the same mark of contempt and indignation for 
the act of indulgence, Graham of Claverhonse^ afterwards 
known by the title of lord of Dundee, was dispatched by the 
privy council to seize on and disperse the party, as well as to 
prevent all field conventicles. On arriving at the spot, he 
found the rabble had increased to a great d^^e, to whom one 
of the field preachers was making an harangue. Graham, on 
opening his commission, found himself instructed, that in case 
he met with resistance, he should fight the enemy, however great 
their number might be. He attacked the party accordingly ', but 
the superiority of their numbers being immense, he was soon 
repulsed with considerable loss on his side, and his own horse 
shot under him, on which he retreated to Glasgow, where 
expecting to be in his turn attacked, he barricaded the streets. 
On the next day a skirmish took place, but the insurgents 
were repulsed ; Graham then abandoned the city and returned 
t6 Edinburgh. 

Flushed with this partial success, the disaffected increased 
daily. The privy council were also on the alert, and oalled out 
the militia of those counties who they knew were well affected ; 
the landed gentlemen on horseback, with all their followers, 
were also required to be in attendance, together with the train 
bands of Edinburgh, who joined the royal army, and an express 
was sent off to London for a body of English fortes -, the 
castles of Edinburgh and Sterling were supplied with military 
stores and fortified -, the duke of Monmouth was sent to Scot- 
land with four troops of horse, and invested with the supreme 
command. 

Upon the 19th of June, the duke joined the ahny, and on 
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the 22d came up with the msurgents, who were aboot three 
times their number ; the opposing armies were drawn «p oq 
the opposite banks of the Clyde : the pass of Bothwell Bridgo 
was strongly barricaded and guarded by three thousand of the 
covenanters. The dnke dispatched a troop of dragoons with 
eighty musqneteers and four field pieces to force the bridge and 
defeat the party. As the doke approached, the rebel army 
beat a parley, and sent one of their party with a preacher.to 
express their demands, which were, ** that they should be 
allowed the free exerdse of their religion, and that a new 
parliament and general assembly, unfettered by any oaths, 
shonld be called for settling the affairs both of churdi and 
state/* The duke received them with civility, but t<^ them 
'^ he could listen to no terms until they should lay down thar 
arms ;*' upon which the conference broke up. During the 
parley the duke had, unobserved by the enemy, planted four 
field pieces opposite to the bridge, which now began to play ; 
some hundred of the opposing enemy were killed, and the rest 
being but ill supplied with ammunition, retreated to the main 
body of the array ; the passage of the bridge being effected, 
the duke with his army formed upon the opposite banks. 
The artillery was now moved to the centre of the foot guards, 
on the first dischaige of which, the enemies horse were 
thrown into confusion, and instantly a total rout took ]^aoe ; 
about seven hundred were killed in the pursuit, and a great 
number were made prisoners 3 these were sent to Edinbuigb, 
where two of the preachers were hanged, and those who 
would engage to live peaceably under the government were 
dismissed, while many were so obstinate and perverse as to 
refuse this mark of favour, and about two hundred and fifty were 
banbhed, but unfortunately perished by shipwreck in the voyage. 
In behalf of those who had the good fortune to escape firom 
the battle of Bothwell Bridge, an act of indemnity was pro- 
claimed, and Lauderdale embracing the opportunity to screen 
himself, procured the pardon to be extended to all those who 
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kud advised any thing contrary to law, or bad been gaihy of mal- 
versation in public office. Upon this great and signal victory 
gained over tbe infiitnated covenanters, the dty of Edinborgh 
presented the freedom of the bnrgh to the dvke of Monmouth 
in a gold box. 

In order if possible to remove from the covenanters fiitnre 
oocauons of offence, they vrere indulged in the liberty of attend- 
ing house-conventides, lor the purpose of hearing their own mi- 
nisters ; these indulgences, however, were insufficient to soften 
the sfurit of such zealots as the covenanters. Indeed, it does 
not aj^>ear that Indulgence wns what they wanted ; to extir- 
pate, or in the enterprise be extirpated, seems to have been the 
object which they had in view. This being their principle, it 
was immaterial to them whether the government proceeded with 
lenity or rigour. AcoorcUngly, within a twelvemonth from the 
battle of Bothwefl Bridge, Cargill and Cameron, two fMous 
fimatical preachers, drew up a declaration, which they pub- 
lished at Sanquhar, assisted by a small body of armed men, 
wherein they renounced their allegiance to the king, and 
solemnly dedared war against him as a tyrant and usurper. 
Cargill shortly afterwards, before a numerous field conventicle 
to whom he was preaching, excommunicated the king, the 
duke of York, and chief officers of state, using these words : — 
*' I, being a minister of Jesus Christ, and having authority 
and power from him, do, in his name and by his spirit, excom- 
municate, cast out of the true church, and deliver up to Satan, 
Charles the Second, &c. &c.'* 

A party of cavalry were sent out to apprehend the authors 
of this treasonable declaration, who still continued in arms, 
and whose numbers were now increased to one hundred and 
fifty. The regular forces, consisting of about half that number, 
met them a a place called Ahr'$ Mou ^ Hackston of Rathillet, 
who commanded tbe rebels, drew up his party on the edge of 
the morass, thereby providing for a safe retreat, as tbe king's 
forces being cavalry, would be impeded by the morass if they 
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attempted to foUaw in case of a defeat. A battle commenced> 
in which the rebels were defeated with considerable slaughter ; 
Cameron^ the seditions preacher^ was kiUed^ and Hackston> 
with thirteen others^ were taken prisoners. Hackston was 
tried before the court of justiciary at Edinburgh ; not only bis 
present ofience^ but also those he had before committed were 
brought against him : he was found guilty^ condemned, and 
executed on the same day, and his quarters put up In the chief 
cities in the kingdom. During his trial, he expressly denied 
the king's authority and that of the court of justidary. Sevend 
of his followers were also tried and convicted ; these wer6 
offered their lives if they would say " G6d iave the king -" but 
(to use their own words), *' they chnse rather to endure dl 
torture, and embrace denth in its most terrible aspect, tiian t6 
oftr the tyrant and his accomplices any acknowledgement*' 

An act was now passed, dedaring the divine, indefeaisible; 
hereditary right of kings ; and another; by which all persons 
in office, ecdesiastical, dvil, or military, were Obliged to take 
a test, acknowledging the king's supremacy, professing the 
protestant reUgion as contained in the confession of futh, and 
binding themselves from ever making any diange or alteration 
therein, renoundng the covenant, and professing the doctrine of 
passive obedience. This test appears to have been a mass of 
absurdity and contradiction -, many that wer& zealously attached 
to the crown, refused to take it without an explanation; 
Accordingly when Argyle took it, he added an explanation, 
which within itself was perfectly innocent ; however, a chaige 
was made against him for high treason, and a jury of his own 
rank was found infamous enough to convict, and a court to 
condemn him. The king suspended execution of the* sentence, 
and Argyle for this time escaped ; but afterwards, upon his 
subsequent rebellion, suffered upon the same itiiquitous jnd^ 
ment. AH who took this test were absolved from their former 
offences, but those who wotild not Comply were pefsecdted 
yA^ the greatest severity. . • 
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,. These oppressions, co-operating with their faoatical dis- 
positions^ led them to profess principles and resolutions, 
which any regular government would be jnsjtified in sqppre^s- 
ing, eyen by the severest measures. A numerous socieity 
of these people were accustomed to meet periodically, ^d 
keep minutes of their proceedings. They published a declara^^ 
tion^ entitled ''. The apolegetical declaration and admonitory 
vindijcation of the true presby terians of the chorch^ of Scotland^ 
specially anent, (i.e.), concerning intelligencers und in- 
formers." It bore this motto, *' Let king Jesus reign, and all 
his enemies be scattered." In this declaration they disavowed 
the authority of Charles Stuart (so they designated the king), 
declared war against him, and plainly spoke out their resolu- 
tion to murder the lords of justiciary, all officers and soldiers 
in the army or militia, all possessed of any office^ civil or 
military^ all bishops and curates, all who should seize or 
apprehend them, and^ finally, all who should inform or give 
testimony against them in any court of justice. *' If any of 
these persons,'* sidth the declaration, *' should stretch forth 
their hands agmnst us to the shedding of our blood, while we 
are maintaining the cause and interest of Christ against his 
enemies, in the defence of our covenanted reformation.'* 

This threatening manifesto exdted the deeper alarm, as 
two soldiers of the life guards, who had been exceedingly 
active in making discoveries of the conventicles, were found 
murdered at Livingstone, within a few nights after its publica- 
tion, which called forth on behalf of the king an oath of 
abjuration, and a body of troops were sent into the parish, 
authorized to call before them the inhabitants of that and the 
five adjoining parishes, and interrogate them upon the afore- 
said declaration; those who owned it, or justified its principles, 
were instantly to be executed by martial law, and those who 
refused to answer, were immediately to be brought before a 
jury of fifteen men, and the sentence pronounced against them 
was to be followed by immediate execution. 
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In Edinbargfa, the oftoen of the king's troepi , and erea 
tlie common soldien^ were ordered to go tbrongh thedCy, hot 
more perticalarly the Calton, a quarter of the city where none 
bat the lowest medianics resided, and pnt the oath of aljnra- 
tion; bat after the violent alarm which the apofegetScal 
dedaration had raised was subsided, those who refiiaed the oath, 
ordedined to answer the questions pot to them, were generally 
snfcjected to nothing bat imprisonment, and at the death of 
dM king, the sererities of the goremment were for sooie time 
moch abated. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Frtm tke Accumn of James VIL A. D. 1685, to the Jmai 
EstailukmeMt of the Presbyterian Religum, 



Ok the acofflsioQ of James VIL to the throne, the citizens oi 
tklinburgh presented a loyal address, and were so delighted 
with the afiectionate letter whi<^ James addressed to them in 
return, that they ordered a box of carious workmanship to be 
made for, the purpose of containing it. 

So^n after a partiament was held at Edinburgh, which 
seemed to glory in the solemnity with which it made a sur- 
render of the people's liberties into the hands of their sovereign ) 
and ^n^ong other statutes which were then framed, was one 
declaring, that to embrace the covenant, or write in its de^- 
fence, or acknowledge it to be obligatory, should be considered 
treason^ And on the other hand, every, person was com- 
manded to take the test, under a pecuniary penalty, at the 
discretion of the privy coundl. 

A. D. 1686. The public attendance i^mri. maii, . by. tlw 
chief officers of state, about this time, ^xdted a great tumult 
in Edinburgh 3 a mob insulted the chanceflor's lady, and other 
persona of distinction, when returning from their chapel: this 
affront was resented with gi^eat severity, A journeyman bkker 
was ordered to be publicly whipped through the Canon^t^ 
for bemg concerned in the riot ; but the mob rose ixA rescued 
the culprit from the executioner, and continued all ni^ in the 
greatest ferment and uproar. The king's foot guards, and 
soldiers from the castle, were brought to assist the town-guard 
in quelling the disturbance ; they 4ired on the mob, and killed 
two men and a woman. On the following day several were 
whipped throu£^ the city ^ the privy council were so alarmed 

B B 
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at the threats of the populace^ that they appointed a doable 
file of musqneteers and pikemen in order to prevent the rescue 
of those who were sentenced to punishment. An information 
was at the same time Imd against a drummer^ by two papists^ 
for saying, '' he conld find in his heart to mn his sword 
through them,** and although he declared that he meant the 
rabble, not the papists, he was condemned and shot. And a 
fencing master for approving of the late tnmnlt, and drinking 
confusion to the papists, although he at the same time drank 
the king*s healthy was hung at the cross. 

The press now groaned under that restriction which was 
imposed on every species of liberty ; no books were allowed to 
be printed without the consent of the chancellor; and no 
paragraphs were allowed to be inserted in the newspapers, 
without a license from the bishop of ikBnbiirgfa, or some 
member of the privy council 3 and various persons were im- 
prisoned for publishing, or selling books reflecting on popery, 
while those in its favour were published with impunity. So 
great was the partiality, at this juncture, in behalf of this 
religion, that a popish printer*s press and effects, which were 
seized for rent by his landlord, were rescued, and the printer 
himself protected in the abbey ; and such was the zeal for 
making proselytes to this religion, that a popish college in 
the abbey printed their rules, and invited all ckUdren to he 
educated there gratis. 

The efiects of these, and similar proceedings, by which the 
constitution was totally annihilated, were conspicuous in Edin- 
burgh ; and no sooner was it known that the prince of Orange 
had landed, and that the regular troops were withdrawn to 
reinforce the English army, than the presbyterians, and other 
friends to the revolution, flocked to Edinburgh from all quar- 
ters, and great severities were exercised against papists, 
episcopals, and all who were friends to the unhappy and exiled 
family, of whatever denomination. The earl of Perth, chan- 
cellor, fled from Edinburgh ) and the government fell into the 
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hands of the revolationists. A mob arose, drums were beat 
throng the city, and the inhabitants assembled in great multi- 
tudes. They proceeded to demolish the chapel of Holyrood 
House, but were opposed by a party of about one hundred 
men, who were stationed in the abbey, and who adhered to 
the fallen fortunes of James : the mob pressing forward were 
fired upon by this party ; about twelve were killed, and aboVe 
thirty were wounded, upon which tbey retreated for the 
present, but quickly returned with a warrant, which they had 
obtuned from some lords of the privy coundl. They were now . 
beaded by the magistrates, town-guard, trained bands, and 
heralds at arms, who required Wallace, the head of this little 
band, to surrender ; and upon his refusal, another skirmish 
ensned, in which Wallace's party were defeated, some being 
killed, and the rest made prisoners ; this being accompUshed, 
there remained nothing more to resist their fury. The abbey 
dmrch and private chapel were robbed, and despoiled of their 
ornaments 3 the coUege of the Jesuits almost pulled into pieces ^ 
and the houses of those who professed the Roman catholic religion 
were plundered. The cellars of the earl of Perth became a no- 
table prey to them ; and wine conspiring with bigotry and zeal, 
inflamed their fury to so high a pitch, that no boundary could 
be set to their violence. So vadllating was the conduct of the 
town-council of Edinburgh, that no sooner were they informed 
of the arrival of the prince of Orange, than they offered thdr 
services to him by an address *, therein complaining of the 
hellish attempts of Romish incendiaries, and of the just 
grievances they all had suffered, in relation to conscience, 
liberty, and property. 

After the chancellor's flight, the marquis of Athole, the 
nesct officer of state, who declared decidedly in favour of the 
prince of Orange, assumed to himself, pro tempore, the reins 
of government ; but upon his going to London, the college of 
justice armed themselves, and preserved tranquillity in the 
city. 
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Man^ lij' A. D. 1^89, a cbnventioii of estates was lickd at 
Edifllhirgh; #hicb d^dsfed/ that kin^ James ^viog assumeti 
the r^ pdwier inthtfUi tilklrtg the oaih reipdred by law, and 
altered the cohstiiatkhi of theldogdom by an exertion of arbi- 
tary powef, fdifeitefd his tigfatt6' the crown, which they settled 
npoi^ 'William and Maryy and present^ to them a list x^ 
grievaiides to be r^essed'^ among other acts, they depriyed 
several ministers in'Edinbuigh of their dbnrches, because they 
declined to pray for the newly appointed sovereigns. The 
meeting of the estates was cotfvertedinto a parliament, pre- 
lacy was abolished, ^nd the presbyterian form of dinrdi 
government was established in its place, viz : by kirk sessions, 
presbyteries, synods, and general assemblies 3 the natore and 
extent of these ramifications of the chnrdi being so well 
known, predndes ns from entering more folly into particolars 
concermng them. 
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Cq% ntaiMf little Outer Unt, St. FMd'c. 
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ALAikNY STREET CHAPEL. 



T^8 bandsome erection Uaitiu^ed. at the sootb-east jniiotioii' 
of Albany) St^^eet with Brop^on. Streets The pffiadpal' 
entrfuice is from the ea$t y this fcont 4$, orBsminted with a.pro^ 
j^cdn^centre^ and a smaU tower onjeacb^side. 

The centre contains, a. largi^ window^, ()ivide4 int# thffee? 
11^8 by two Ionic iullar9^; immediately, nadar this^wradow 
is the entrance, which is ascended to by. a^ fli^t of steps ; 
a largp folding dooc <^[K^8 to the vestibnle^ whence a stair- 
case on either side leads in* a c^cnlar direc(ioi» to the gdU- 
lery.j at the foot of . the stairs, adoor c^vidvK^to the bodyiofi 
the building^, by a. slight descent throngh ; sipping. pfisaa|f6Bi< 
The g^Ueriea occupy three sides of the (^apd^ and t\yd pidpit^) 
&c.. the fourth ; they. are 89p|y>rted by.eight pillars^, thmetont 
each side, and the remaining two are directly oppas«le;tO'thQ^ 
pulpit, which is at the western extremity of the chapel. The 
east end is of a circular form, occasioned partly by the direction 
of the gaUery stairs. The pulpit is remarkably handsome, 
and the whole interior is fitted up in a neat and commodious 
manner. The building is firom a design by Mr. David Skae, 
and was executed in 1816, by Messrs. Peddie and Lumsden ; 
it is calculated to contain about 1200 people ; the congrega- 
tion are independants, under the pastoral care of Mr. Pyne. 

The independants are a very numerous party both in 
Scotland and England, and are principally distinguished for 
denying all subordination to each other among their clergy ; 
they mmntain, that every separate church or particular con- 
gregation has in itself, radically and essentially every thing 
necessary for its own government, and that it has all ecdesias- 
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tical power and jurisdiction^ and is not at all subject to odier 
chnrches. 

The independants are said to have sprung originally from 
a congregation of Brownists, than whom, they are more mode- 
rate in their sentiments, and the order of their discipline. The 
Brownists allowed all ranks and descriptions of men promis- 
cuously to teach in public, and to perform the other pastoral 
functions -, whereas the independants have their ministers, for 
the most part, regularly educated, and chosen by the congre- 
gations over which they preside ^ nor is any person among them 
permitted to speak in public, before he has submitted to a 
proper examination of his character and talents. 

Rapin has asserted, that the independants abhorred mo- 
narchy and approved only of a republican government -, but 
though this might be true with regard to several persons among 
them in common with those of other sects, it does not appear 
from their public writings that republican principles formed 
their distinguishing characteristic ; and it is evident from their 
confessions of faith, that they differ from the rest of the re- 
formed churches, in no material point excepting that of churdi 
government. 
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ASSEMBLY ROOMS. 



This elegant suit of rooms; h contained m an erect iqd of no les^ 
elegant exterior app<;arance, situated about the middle of George 
Street, in the New Town. The arcade and pediment which 
baye recently been attached to its eentrej have contributed 
greatly to the improvenieut of the building, though it is matter 
of surprise, tlmt such an encroachment upon the public way 
shoold have beeo permitted, as the projection is atiU more offen- 
sive than that of St. Aadrew^s Church, which liaa been bo repeat- 
edly censured. The interior arrangement U admirably guited 
to the several purposes of the e at nbli shine nt, and contains a 
ballroom, said to be equalled by none in the kingdom^ excepting 
one in the city of Bath } \t^ length is 92 feet, b)^ 4^ wide, being 
40 feet in height. The supping room, wbich i» on the ground 
floor, is of the same dimensions though not so lofty, to this are 
attached six rooms about 18 feet square^ two hails^ each 39 
feet long and 18 in breadth^ with roomy cellars and kitchen. 
The rest of the building is occupied by a tea room, tw*o card 
rooms, retiring rooms ^ waitioif rooms^ and apartments for 
accommodating I he musicians i there is likewise a saloon ^ Lighted 
by a cupola 2^^ feet in diameter, which is ornamented by a 
screen of columns. At each end of the building is a covered 
way for the entrance of carriages, antl tlie otlicr for chairs, and 
at the back is a spacious piece of ground for their reception. 

The assemblies were formerly held in the new Assembly 
Close, the first of them known in Edinburgh having been in the 
year 1710, from which period till 1746, their nuinagement 
continued in private hands ; but in this year Messrs. Gavin 
Hamilton and James Stirling, merchants, took the house in 
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ASSBMBLY ROOMS. 

which auemblies had been previously held, with the design of 
applying the profits that might arise, to charitable purposes, 
and Mr. Hugh Clerk agreed to discharge gratuitously the duties 
of treasurer. Tbey applied to the lords of 8essi<m, and to 
teyeral persons of rank for thdr patronage and countenance, 
who having agreed to become directors, met on the 90th May, 
and made the following rqpilations : Ftrst, That all things 
roiatiBg to the management of the assembly (dancing excepted), 
be vnder the direction of seven gentlemen, to meet oocasioMilly 
to treat of the afiairs oi the assembly. Sectmd, That the ma* 
nagement of dancing and things rdating thereto^ be under the 
inspection of seven directoresses (ladies of distinctioo), dtet^ 
nately to act by agreement amongst tiiemaelves ; and the lady, 
OB hemiglit <^ Banagemett, to be distinguised byagoMen 
badge, whereon is engraven a peHcan feeding her young, with 
the BM>tto €harity -, and on the reverse, the figure of a woman, 
representing Charity leaning on a shield, charged with the anm 
of Edinburgh, and a child redining on her knee ; the motto^ 
Edinburgh.** 

The admission to the old Assembly House was latterly 
hitf-a^crown, and the profits were divided between the Royal 
Infirmary and the Charity workhouse. The price is now fits 
shillings. There are stated periods for the ordinary assemblies, 
and extraordinary ones occur upon great public events, or whtti 
a peer has been elected, and upon these occasions, accordiBg 
to Maitland, '^ the beauty of the ladies, their address, and per«> 
formanoes, are probably no where to be out done." 
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ASSEMBLY ROOMS, OR EXCHANGE 
BUILDINGS, LEITH. 



Though 611 of late years tlief^ were few, if &uf, buildings id 
Leith which were deserviDg of attention^ this town can now 
boast of many handsome structures^ among them the Ex- 
change Buiidings may be considered the principal. They are much 
superior to those of the same name at Edinburgh^ and occupy 
a very extensive range of frontage in Constitution Street^ at 
the east end of Bernard's Street. They contain an assembly 
room of large dimensions^ a coffee room^ a sale room^ a sub- 
scription library^ and reading room. These buildings are in 
the Grecian style of architecture j the centre has a projection 
with a pediment^ supported by four Ionic columns ; the ex- 
pense of the building was about £l6,0O0. 

An erection of this description in a mercantile town like 
Leith^ appears absolutely necessary for the accommodation of 
merchants^ and other local purposes^ but became more need- 
ful as the commerce of the town increased. It is obvious^ 
that the situation of Leith upon the immediate banks of the 
Forth^ is more commodious for trade than that of Edinburgh^ 
at the distance of two miles from the river ; of this the inha- 
bitants of the latter were so sensible^ that they used various 
expedients to restrain the people of Leith from carrying on 
trade ; and in order to exdude them utterly from every branch 
of commerce^ the citizens of Edinburgh purchased from Logan 
of Restalrig^ the superior^ an exclusive privilege of carrying 
on every species of traffic in Leith^ of keeping warehouses 
there^ and inns for the reception and entertainment of stran- 
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gen ; and to complete their oppression^ the town oonncil in 
1483 prohibited^ under severe penalties, the dtizens <^ Edin- 
burgh from taking into partnership any inhabitant of Leith. — 
The people of this oppressed town, however, obtained fisvour 
with Mary of Lorraine, queen-regent^ who resided frequently 
among them ; and after they had purchased from Logan at the 
fHice of £3000 scots, the superiority of their town, it was 
erected into a borough of barony ; but upon the queen-rant's 
death, Francis and Mary, in violation of the private rights of 
the people of Leith, sold the superiority of their town to the 
community of Edinburgh, to whom it has since been confirmed 
by grants from successive sovereigns, and it is now the sea- 
port town of Edinburgh. 
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BANK OF SCOTLAND. 



Thb Bank is situated at the south end of the Mound^ and at 
the northern extremity of Bank-street^ which diverges from the 
High-street a little above St. Gileses. It has a fine effect when 
viewed from the High-street^ presenting an elegant front of the 
Corinthian order, a range of pilasters decorate the second 
story, and over the door is a large Venetian window. The arms 
of the Bank appear on the front of the building, finely executed 
in stone ; on a field azure, is a saltier argent between four 
bazants, all within a bordure of the second ; the crest is a cor- 
nucopia ) on the dexter side is the figure of plenty, holding a 
cornucopia inverted, and on the sinister, one of justice, both 
figures large as life — the motto is '' Tanto uberior/' The 
centre of the roof is ornamented by a small dome. The lobby 
is large, and the teller's room is an apartment about 50 feet in 
length. A curtain wall with a stone ballustrade rises behind the 
building half way from the foundation, and is intended to 
conceal the defects which have been occasioned by the extreme 
declivity of the northern part of the site. 

The Bank of Scotiand dates its origin from the year 1695, 
when by act of parliament the company was constituted, and 
permitted to raise a joint stock of j£l,200,000 Scots or 
j^lOO,000 sterling. The management of their affairs was 
entrusted to a governor, deputy-governor, and twenty-four 
directors. The largest share which one could hold was 
£20,000 Scots, and the smallest j£lOOO. To be a director 
required £3000} the sum £6000 could warrant any one 
being chosen a deputy-governor ; and the governor must have 
been possessed of £8000. Every £1000 conferred a vote in 
the election of these office-bearers. 
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BANK OF SCOTLAND. 

In 1774^ an act was obtained from parliament^ anthorimg 
the company to doable the original sum of stock, which was 
therefore raised to £2,400,000 Scots, or j620O,00O sterling. 
In parsiiance of this act, it wss now requisite for governors, 
directors, and electors, to have double their former sums in 
tJie Bank - those who held shares were allowed to iill up a part 
of I he new capital aaswering to their old sumii, and the defi- 
di*Qcy wa£ to be suppUed by the highest bidders among the 
former proprietors, none of thetn being permitted to exceed 
^40,000 £>terling. 

The Blink was thrown into circnm stances of great embar- 
r^iiiment by I he Royal Bank, i^oon after the e^tabLishment of 
the Latter. They bought tip tkA many notes of the Batik of 
Scotland ati they could obtain ^ aud made extenm'e demands for 
immediate payment. The e^tpedient to which this Bank 
resorted in these straits was the Isauiug of small notes ^ which 
were payable on dcmami, or at six months after being presented, 
the former being in value j^5, the other ^5:2:6, This 
practice they commenced on the 9th of Xovember 1T30, and 
on the 1 2th of December 1732, they adopted a siiniiar plan 
with their £l notes — a plan, which from its being followed 
by other banking companies through Scotland, occasioned a 
great scarcity of silver in the country, and generated many 
abuses in the business of Banking, lliese, how*ever, were 
done away by an act of parliament in 1766, by which all optional 
clauses were expungedj and twenty shillings fixed as the lowest 
sum for promissory notes payable to the bearer « 

The Bank of Scotland at one time transacted its business 
In the Old Bank Close, Lawn-market* The present house was 
erected not long since by the company at an expence of £75,000, 
the whole or moat of which was defrayed by the unclaimed 
property in their possession. The itock at present is a aid to 
amount to more than a million sterling. 
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BANK OF LEITH. 



This edifice though of small dimensions has a neat and elegant 
appearance. It stands in St. Bernard's Street^ and consists 
of two floors ; a handsome dome rises from the north front, over 
a projection ornamented with four Ionic ooinmns^ three 
pilasters of the same order on each side decorate the baild- 
ing. This estabtishment was founded in the year 1805 : 
besides the Leith Bankibg Company, a branch of the Com- 
merdal Banking Company, and of the British Linen Company, 
are established here. 

The Commercial Banking Company of Scotland was founded 
in 1810, by a number of merchants and others, and is ma- 
naged by ordinary and extraordinary directors in the same 
manner as the other pubFic banking houses in Edinburgh. 
The capital of the company is three millions sterling, and they 
have agents not only at Leith, but in all the principal pro- 
yincial towns. All these banks issue promissary notes for 
various sums not under £l sterling, payable on demand in cash 
or Bank of England notes. 

The British Linen Company's Bank was established by 
charter on the 5th of July, 1746, with a view to encourage the 
linen manufactory, so important in Scotland. The capital of 
the Company is £500,000, and the business is managed by a 
governor, deputy governor, and directors. The qualification 
required for a governor is, that he must have at least £1000 
sterling in the stock of the company ^ a deputy governor must 
have £500 3 and a director £300. Proprietors of the stock 
to the amount of £200 have a vote, those who possess £500 
&ave two votes, and those who have £1000 stock, have four 
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votes. To tbe erectioii of this Bank^ in a great measore, is 
owing the floariahing state of the linen trade in Scotland : 
Maitland^ in his History of Edinburgh, has gi? en an interesting 
account of this branch of commerce, and has described yerj 
distinctly what constitutes ' the superiority of the Scottish 
linens, haying done whidi, he says " we may safely condnde 
that our home manufacture of linen will do double or treble the 
senrioe to the consumer, that the Dutch Hollands will or 
possibly can do. From thence it is evident, that £5 Udd out 
in Scottish linens will go as great length in wear as 10 or £l^ 
laid out on Dutch Hollands.*' 
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BLACK FRIARS' WYND. 



Black Friabe' Wynd is (me of the steep ascents leading from 
the Cowgate to the High Street, and was formerly in the 
poasessioA of a monastery of doipinican or black friars> foimded 
by Alexander II. in tha year 1^3(X; this religions honse was so 
liberally endowed by its founder and other sncceeding numar^hSj 
that the monks are reported to have lived in a very plentiful 
and splendid manner. In the year 1985> it was destroyed by 
iit, and searody rebuilt at the general dissolutioii of monaa* 
teriea> when the refonnatioa of rdigion took place in Scotland. 
The black friars* monastery was remarkable for a provinckd sy* 
nod held in its church in I519» by cardinal Bagjufintj the pope's 
Bindo^ to which he summoned all beneficed persons in Scot* 
land^ who were to bring with then the yearly amount of 
their resp^ve benefices^ upon oatlik of whid^ he made a 
reatd called Bagiment's roU> which became a standard for 
taxing the Scottish ecclesiastics at the court of Rome. '' Queen 
Mary^ by her letters patent of the 16th of March, 1562, granted 
to the Edinburghers this monastery with its appurtenances, on 
the site whereof to erect an hospital for their aged poor 5 but 
they conceiving it to be disadvantageous for such a purpose, 
obtained a grant of James VI. in the year 1566/ indemnifying 
them for not building in this place, and empowering them to 
erect an hospital at the Trinity College in Leith Wynd, with a 
licence to dispose of the Black Friars and its appurtenances in 
feu, and the profits arising thereby to be appropriated to the 
maintenance of the hospital at the Trinity College.** Accordingly 
the gardens of the monastery were let for a premium of sixty 
merks and eleven merks of yearly rent, whereby it appears that 
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BLACK FBIAR8 WYND. 

the gardens extended along the eastern part of the town wall 
to the Cowgate port^ and the place denominated the high school 
yard was the cemetery belonging to the convent. The rere- 
nnes of this house were so considerable^ that their roll contained 
no less than 200 articles of their rents, and the charters an^^ 
deeds belonging to their estates were 390. 

On the right hand extremity of the accompanying plate, are 
seen some remains of a wall belonging to the ancient palace of 
the archbishop of St. Andrew's, and on the left is the entrance 
to an episcopal chapel 5 the High Street appears through the 
^dof the Wynd. 

In the reign of James I. flonrished William St. Clair, who 
married Margaret Douglass, conntess of Bnchan; this lady 
Was equalled, in state and magnificence, by none, excepting the 
queen's majesty, she being served by seventy-five gentlewomen, 
fifty-three of whom were noblemen's daughters 5 they were 
attired in velvet and silk, and adorned with chains of gold and 
other appendages ; she was attended in her travels by two 
hundred gentlemen on horseback, and when needful, with eighty 
lighted torches. Her lodging at Edinburgh was at the foot 
of BUck Friars' Wynd, probably within the archbishop's 
palace. 
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THE BLIND ASYLUM. 



The Blind Asylum, which staDds in Nicholson Street, is a 
bnildiDg of rather mean appearance, and scarcely to be distin- 
guished from the adjoining dwelling-houses bnt by an inscription 
which mns along the front below the windows of the upper story. 
The rev. Dr. Johnstone, of North Leith, has the merit of pro« 
jecting tins benevolent and useful institution, which is in a 
great measure supported by voluntary contributions. The 
otherwise helpless objects who are admitted into it are taught 
those branches of industry that best suit their strength and 
working abilities, such as the manufactory of mattresses and 
cushions, of wool, hair, and straw baskets, with all sorts of 
wicker work, mats of every kind, hair gloves for invalids, nets, 
cord and twine. It is, therefore, reasonable to conclude, that 
the produce of their labours must contribute, in a great degree, 
to the means of their subsistence. 

In 1816 there were twenty-seven males lodged in the 
house, besides fourteen blind women who were employed here, 
and lodged out of the Asylum. 

It will be a source of much gratification to every benevolent 
mind to contemplate the advantages which have been derived 
from this institution ; several of the blind who have received 
instruction in different branches of manufacture, have left 
the Asylum, and are now engaged in business on their own 
account ; some of them have acquired a competency by their 
labour, and others are engaged in spreading the benefits of the 
parent institution. Among these, Dennis Macqueer, an Irish- 
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mMh, may be giren as an example ; this man» after being em- 
ployed here in yarions manafactnres, retnmed to his native 
country, and established in Belfast a similar sdiool ; he in- 
structed fifteen blind persons^ each of whom oonld earn one 
shilling a day, while his own daily labour was half a crown. 
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BRISTOW PORT. 



Tdi8 eatrttice to the city^ aocordiog to a chatter in the 
archives of Edinbargh^ appears to have been anciently called 
the Galiow's f iate 3 probably from its being the street lead- 
isg to the place of execntion : it is now denominated Bristol 
Port> from the suburbs of this name. Owing to a change of 
lo€aI oircamstances this Port has frequently varied its appella- 
timi I for at its first erection, about the year 1515, it was from 
Its vicinity to the monastery of Grey FniEirs, called the Grey 
Fiiars* Port ^ and apon the erection of the Society of Bre#irs, 
who settled in its immediate neighbourhood, it acquired the 
name of the Society Port. 

The situation of the dty of Edinburgh (observes Maiillidd), 
who has given ^ very particular account of its walls find ^tes, 
'* plainly shews thiit its origin is owfaig to the ^^aKtle ; and by 
its standing in St. Cuthbert's parlshi ^hkh still snrfbuflds it on 
all sides, it appears that this parish was the imdent precinct of 
theCastie -, for those who at first settiedin this place undoubtedly 
did it with a view of protection from that fortress, since there 
were many places in the neighbourhood much more convenient 
to be built upon in respect to both the advantages of situation 
and commerce; so that this town appears for many ages to 
have been mean and of littie note, nor does it seem to have 
been inhabited or frequented by persons of distinction.*' In 
process of time the city increasing, it became a great sufferer 
by the numerous attacks of enemies, who fr^uentiy sacked 
and burnt it, as it lay open and defenceless 5 for the avoiding 
<rf which, king James II. of Scotland granted to the inhabitants 
the following charter : 
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'' James by the grace of God^ king of Scottis, till all and 
sundry our leiges and sudictis to qubais kna^edge yir onre 
letres sail cume greting. 

" Fi>ralsuiyklc as we at informk be onre well belovettis 
the [>roveit aod communite of Edynborgh, yat yai dreid the 
evil and skeitli of oure cnaemies of England^ wc liave m favour 
of yame, and for the zele aod aScctioane that we have to the 
provest and commuaite of oure sviid burgb, and fore the 
coiutuoane profit, granndt to tliaim fuU liceDCe and lei AT to 
fossej balwark, nail, toiire, turate, and uther wais to streagtb 
onre forsaid^ burgh^ id quhat tnaaer of wit^ or degre^ that beis 
seme mastc spedefall to tbaim, 

" Given under our grete aeale at Stryvelyn, the Ust 
day of Aprill ; and of oure regne, the thretene yherei 
anno 1450.'* 

Bristofv Port wag one of the nine gates which formerly 
e^usted in the Town waU, but like the reiit of thetn has long 
since been taken down j part of the wall iri whit^h the gate wm 
inserted may still be seen, and some old buildings are yet 
standing that were probably coeval with it. The gate stood 
at the end of Candlemaker Row, a street leading directJy to 
the Grass Market, and it opened a way to the south-eastern 
suburbs of the city* 
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THE CALTON HILL. 



In this y'lewj which was taken from the bottom of Halkerton's 
Wynd, the Calton Hill is exhibited to the greatest advantage. 
The attention is first attracted by lady Glenorchy*s Chapel 
and the Trinity College Church, which are situated in the 
▼ale below ; part of the former is seen in shade on the left 
hand extremity of the print, and the latter appears a principal 
object in the centre 3 these are well contrasted with the 
adjacent hill and with each other. The one is a plain 
modern structure, and the other an ancient and massive pile. 
Upon the hill on the left hand is seen Hume*s Monument 
rising above the walls of the burying ground 5 further to the 
right the top of the Observatory just appears : near the centre 
the tower-like structure, appropriated to the governor of the 
prison, is elevated on the verge of a dark and perpendicular 
rock 'j this is part of the new prison buildings, the walls and tur- 
rets of which extend to the north and east, and terminate in 
the latter direction by the spacious though unadorned buildings 
of Bridewell. On the side of the prison we have a view of 
Nel8on*s Monument id the distance, upon which is riused a flag 
towering above every other object. Its site is another pre- 
cipitous rock, stretching apparently towards the eastern ex- 
tremity of Bridewell. These buildings form a group of objects 
possessing much beauty and interest, and when taken in 
connection vrith the elevated appearance, and many natural 
recommendations of the place on which they are situated, as 
well as with the surrounding scenery, certainly afford a most 
enchanting view. 

The Calton-hill has been greatly improved of late by the 
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jadicious and tastefdl maimer in which it has been laid oat in 
walks, and is now a fayoniite resort of the inhabitants^ as 
it presents the most agreeable diversity of prospects, par- 
ticularly impressive to one who for the first time enjoys 
a sight of the metropolis of Scotland. It most, however, 
strike every person with wonder, that there shonld not have 
been a better selection of buildings upon thb hill. A Bride- 
well and Prison do not suggest the most pleasing ideas to 
the spectator, even though he should in this case appreciate 
their external aspect, and the benefit which accrues to the 
health of their inhabitants from the excellence of the situation. 
This dislike will more especially be produced, after the new 
approach by the Regent bridge is finished ; and should the plan 
of placing a statue of Wellington on the east side of the Hill be 
persisted in, rather than that of raising a triumphal arch, which 
would contribute so greatly to the grandeur and beauty of this 
part of the town, this incongruity of objects will be still in- 
creased. 

From the summit of Calton HiU, Edinburgh appears spread 
beneath like a map with the town of Leith in its vicinity. 
Eastward along the southern side of the Frith of Forth, is seen 
Mussleburgh and other small towns. The isle of May, the 
high hill at the junction of the Frith, with the German ocean, 
and the Bass rock, are all conspicuous from this elevation. 
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CANONGATE CHURCH. 



This Churchy which is in the form of a cross^ is situated in a 
recess of the Ganongate^ adjoining the jail ; It is rather a dull 
structure^ though its front, as seen in the annexed view^ is 
somewhat ornamented. Over the door, in this part of the 
building, there is a pediment supported by four pillars, forming 
a portico. On the point of the roof is a deer's head, with a 
cross between its horns, being an emblem of an absurd legend 
respecting David I. who was said to have been saved from the 
assaults of a stag, by the falling of a cross from Heaven. There 
is a large burying-ground to the north of the Church. 

In ancient times the mhabitants of the Canongate parish 
met, for religious services, in the abbey church of Holy-rood : 
but James VH. converting that place to other purposes, they 
were obliged to repair to lady Yester*s church j but the 
inconvenience of tliese circumstances was not long felt, as the 
erection of a new church was soon after commenced. 

About the year 1649, one Thomas Moodie had bequeathed^ 
for the founding of a church in some part of the city, a large 
sum of mon^y, which not having been applied to its intended 
object, had, in the course of twenty years, necessarily in- 
creased very much. The town-council, to whom this money 
had been entrusted, were now called upon to fulfil the pious 
intentions of the donor. A piece of ground was accordingly 
purchased for a church and church-yard, and the erection of 
the former began in the year 1688, and was completed at the 
expense of £^400 sterling. 

In the cemetery attached to the Church there are several 
monuments in honour of departed genius and excellence. There 
is one to the memory of George Drummond, esq. six times 
provost of Edinburgh ; another to the celebrated Adam Smith, 
author of the Wealth of Nations j but the most remarkable is 
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that of Ferguson, the poet. This consists of a simple stone, 
placed perpendicularly. On one aide kr^ the words, *' By 
special grant of the managers to Robert Bams, who erected 
this stone, this borial-plaoe is to remain for ever sacred to the 
memory of Robert Ferguson}'* and, on the other side, is this 
inscription : '' Here lies Robert Ferguson, poet, bom Septem* 
ber 5, 1751; died October 16, 1774. 

'^ No sculptured marble here, nor pompous lay. 
No storied urn, nor animated bust; 

This simple stone directs pale Scotia's way« 
To pour her sorrows o'er her poet's dust!** 

Over this monument has been placed a tribute to Bums himself, 
with this inscription : — ^To the memory of Robert Bums, the 
Airshire bard— 

" O Robbie Bums, the man, the brither. 
And art thou gone, and gone for ever -, 
And hast thou cross'4 that unknown river. 

Life's dreary bound. 
Like thee where shall we find anither. 

The world around ? 

'' Go to your sculptured tombs, ye great ! 

In a* the tinsel trash of state; 

But, by thy honest turf FU wait, * 

Thou man of worth : 
And weep the sweetest poet's fate. 

E'er liv'd on earth.*' 

Latterly the following additional inscriptions have also been 
placed on this tomb : — 

" Dignum laudi viram, Musa vetuit mori." 

'' Tiet Genius proudly, while to Fame she turns. 
Twine Currie's laurels with the wreath of Bums." 

The Church of Canongate was lately repaired at an expease of 
jesOOO sterling. 
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CANONGATE TOLBOOTH. 



This building consists of a prison and court-room. In the for- 
mer there are nine apartments^ to which the access is by a 
dark and narrow stair. The rooms, however, are tolerably neat 
and clean, and as well aired as the nature of the situation wUl 
admit. The building is as old as the time of James VI . by whose 
order it was constructed^ as would appear by the inscription 
on its front, — ^'J. R. 6. Justitia et Pietas yalidse sunt principis 
arces." The prison-department is now employed for the incar- 
ceration of those debtors who are of the better ranks of life j 
and they are supported here by their creditors. The establish- 
ment is regulated by suitable laws, and is under the superin- 
tendance of a person who is called the captain, and who sells 
malt-liquors for the use of the prisoners, no spirits being allowed 
to be sold or drunk in the house. He has, besides this, a 
salary^ which at one time was raised by a contribution from 
each prisoner, but is now stated, and paid by the town. The 
Prison, viewed from the street, presents a tower surmounted 
by a small spire ; upon the angles of the tower are two turrets, 
and from its centre a clock projects over the street. The en- 
trance is by a flight of steps immediately over a round-headed 
gateway^ which is a common thoroughfare to the back of the 
Canongate. 

The Canongate^ situated at the eastern or lower end of 
the city, is about half a mile in length, and terminated on one 
hand by the High Street, and on the other by Holyrood-house. 
We read of its existence so early as the time of David I. who 
added it to Edinburgh, and conferred on its inhabitants the 
same privileges as were enjoyed by those of that city. It de^ 
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rives its name from the Canons of Flolyrood-house. Various 
privileges were granted to its inhabitants by the successors of 
David, who gave them the Common -Moor lying between 
Brougbtar and Pilsigg, the aiinuitk& payable at the fixche^jocr 
by the burgh, together with all the liberties and immunities 
1>elongitig to a burgh of regality. The burgesses were permit- 
ted to sell bread, ale, and other staple commodities 5 to have 
bJikerii and other IrudesuieTi to supply the lutirket, and carry on 
commerce j to elect aanujJiy two or three baiUieSj with a pro- 
per number of oihcers for the administration of justice within 
the burgh j and to hold eourt*i, both civil and crimiiialj the fine* 
arising from which to be employed in the service of the town, 
lu the independent enjoyment of these privileges the inhabitants 
continued llll the Reformation, when the uiagifeitrateii of Edin^ 
burgh bought llie superiority of Cauongate from the earl ofHox* 
burgh. This was confirmed by a charter of Charles I. 

This regidity, in subordination to Edinburgh, i* now govern- 
ed by a baron^baiUie, elected by the common council of EdiEi- 
buigh. lie appoints persons in that district to be his substi- 
tutes, who are called resident -baillies, and who hold courta for 
petty -offenoeSj and for the discussion of dvil causes. 
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CHARLOTTE SQUARE. 



Tbb improyemetttfl aod the additioiis wfaidi h$i?t been tiftde ift 
the city of Edinbnrgh within the last half century^ havef been 
niatters of Tery genisral admiratHm ; ktr preyuroaly^ the city 
oocapied the same space of ground wkidi it had done for seTerat 
«eotnries. The present generation^ howerer^ has witnessed Mt 
only great alterations in the ancient city> but die erection of 
an* entirely new. town, so soperior to tiie Ibraier^ that no com- 
parison can be admitted. 

The ma§pstrates and the tmstees i^pointed by parittment 
for the improvement of Edinbargh, procored an act in 1767 
for the extenaioa of ^ royalty o? er the fields tewaida the 
Qorth, and pkms were imaediaitely adrertised fbr> and every 
measure taken to secure the uniformity of the New Town 
which was now projected ; from among the plans sent in, that of 
Mr. James Craig was selected, and finally adopted. The work 
was commenced without delay, and the buildings proceeded so 
rapidly, that in 1778 St. Andrew's Square, and the streets 
connected with it, were nearly finished. The plan provided 
by Mr. Craig terminating on the north by Queen Street and 
<m the south by Princes Street being completed, Mr. Robert 
Adam produced a design for the extension of the town westward^ 
which was realized by the erection of Charlotte Square, a spe- 
dmen of the architecture of which appears in the accompany-^ 
ing plate. This Square is considered the handsomest in the 
New Town $ and its beauty would have been much enhanced 
had St. George's Church been raised according to the plan lud 
down by Mr. Adam. It has been observed, that he designed 
the Church and the Square as a corresponding whole, and the 
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deviation from his plan by erecting tbe Chnrdi as it now stands, 
has entirely defeated the unity of his intention ; but notwith- 
standing the justness of this criticism^ the Square presents al- 
together a most imposing example of architectural magnificence. 
On the north and west it commands most deUghtfoi prospects 
over lands richly varied, ornamented by noble mansions^ and 
bounded by the water of Leith, which may be seen (by re- 
ferring to the plate) through the opening afforded by Charlotte 
Street. 

In proof of the rapid refinement whidi has taken place 
among the principal inhabitants of Edinburgh, and, conse- 
quently, of the necessity of an entirely new mode of building 
for their convenience, it may be observed, that in 1763 people 
of fashion lived in houses which twenty years afterwards were 
inhabited by tradesmen, or people in humble and ordinary life. 
The house of the lord justice derk, Tinewald, was possessed by 
a French teacher ; lord president Craigie*s house by a rouping 
wife, or dealer in old furniture j and lord Drummond*s house 
was deserted by a charwoman as unsuitable and incommodious. 
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CHARITY WORKHOUSE. 



The Charity Workhousb, situated near Bristow Port, is a 
large plain buildings and was bnilt in the year 1743^ the 
expence being defrayed by vohintary contribntions. It aooom- 
modates persons of both sexes> as well as children : such as 
are able to work, are allowed twopence out of every shilling 
that they earn, besides their clothing and mmutenance. The 
principal funds for the support of the honse^ are a tax of £b 
per cent, on the valued rents of the city, collections at the 
churdi doors, charitable donations, and the contributions of 
the citizens. The government of the charity is principally 
under the direction of the magistrates of Edinburgh ; besides 
other officers, there is a treasurer, chaplain, and surgeon. In 
1778, the number of poor maintained here was 664, and 
890 in the year 1818 ; an increase by no means so great as 
might have been expected, considering the extreme pressure 
of the present times. Amot observes, " that workhouse^ are 
the most uncomfortable for the poor, the most productive of 
vice> and the most expensive to the public of any mode of pro« 
vision invented for the indigent, because they strip the mind 
alike of every motive to action and source of pleasure. The 
idle are provided for, and most of the fruits of the industrious 
goes to the hospital. When people labour under bodily dis- 
tress, disabling them from work, and, at the same time, are 
reduced to poverty, almost the only pleasure they can enjoy 
is from a reciprocal exercise of the social duties and affections. 
Now, in a charity workhouse, these are almost completely era- 
dicated. Farewell friends and family, parents and children. 
Instead of these, the pauper finds himself in a motley crowd of 
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the profligate and the good ; he can no longer gratify these 
tender feelings, nor reap from them, in retnm, those kind 
offices, which his age, his infancy, or his disease, renders so 
requisite. He breathes the notions air of an hospital, and be 
his appetite keen or weak, be he in health or sickness, the 
quality and proportion of food allowed him are generally the 
same. How destructive, in particular, a public hospital is to 
infants, needs not to be pointed out. It is most expensive 
to the public, for, notwithstanding all the frugality that is 
studied, it is found, that the persons in the house, young 
and old, cost, at an average, £4. 109. yearly. Now a joQme]^ 
man in Edinburgh, unless of the better sort, rarely earns more 
than £14 a year : suppose him married, and that he has threis 
children, and this surely is no extraordinary case, out of the 
£14 must be deducted £Z for house rent and public burtiiens ; 
and firom the remaining £l2, his family, of five persons, is 
maintained : that is to say, an industrious man can make shift 
to live comfortably upon £^,S9. a year for his family overhead ; 
whereas a public beggar is uncomfortably supported upon 
£4. lOer 
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COUNTY HALL. 



Thi» elegant atmetare, y/hlch is just completed, fttaods in tbut 
part of the High Street called the Lawn Market, on the north- 
west mrticr of Parliametit Square, it was designed by Mr* 
Archibtild Eliott, and executed by Mr. John Inglis. 

On the fjth of October, 131 B, ibe Michaelmas Head Court 
of the toiinty of Edinburgh, was held for the first time in the 
New County Hall, in the courr rooni.^ which is neatly fitted up 
for the business of the coonty. It is forty -three feet and a 
half long, by twenty *nine feet %4de, and twenty-six feet in 
height^ having a gallery at the south end. Tlie other principal 
room is for the meettngi of the noble raea and gentlemen of the 
county, Hnd ia fifty feet long, by tweutj^-uiK and a half wide j 
its height h twenty'six feet, being a very elegant apartmeut at 
the north end of the bailding. There h bcMes aceomuiodB- 
tions not only for the Shenfif, bnt for every person connected 
with the public aJfaii^ of the eouuty. Thr exterior of the 
building eastward^ is ornamented with a beautifal portico; 
the pediment is supported by foiur fluted columns, with finely 
carved capitals, and the entrance is ascended to by a handsome 
flight of steps. 

Tlus splendid building is a great improyement to the High 
Street^ particularly as the old and dreary prison of the Tol- 
booth has been taken down during the period of its erection; 
other beneficial alterations are likewise in progress in its im- 
mediate neighbourhood : the shops which obstructed the south 
side of St. Giles's Cathedral are removed, and a complete 
reparation of the church is intended, agreeably to an elegant 
plan^ submitted to the town council by Mr. Elliott, architect. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COUNTY HALL. 

The baiiding that appears on the left hand side of the plate 
is occupied as libraries^ by the advocates and writers to the 
signet. 

The faculty of advocates are a society of lawyers, similar 
to the English inns of court 5 every advocate at his admis* 
sion pays to the society about £150 sterling, part of which 
sum is applied to the support of their library, which is one of 
the most valuable in Scotland. The writers to the signet, who 
practice as attomies before the Courts of Session and Justiciary, 
are likewise required before admission into the society, to pay 
^10 to the library, previously to which they must have served 
an apprenticeship of five years to one of the members, and 
have attended the university two years. 
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CRAIGMILLAR CASTLE. 



This Castle stands on a rising ground about three miles soath 
of Edinburgh^ of wliich city it commands a fine view -, the form 
of it is square^ surrounded by a rampart wall of the height of 
30 feet^ ornamented with corbels at each comer, terminated 
by a round tower. The inner part of the Castle is of conside- 
rable dimensions and very lofty 5 upon the principal entrance 
there is the date 1427: within the building are many apartments, 
which have in general the gloomy appearance incident to ancient 
castles 5 none of them are large, excepting the hall, which is 36 
feet in length and 22 in breadth. No certain account is to be 
obtained when this fortress was erected, but there b reason to 
believe that the greater part of it is not of high antiquity, for 
Cnugmillar suffered a similar fate with Rostin and Leith, which 
were burnt and plundered by an army, which Henry VIII. sent 
into Scotland in 1554, out of enmity to the inhabitants of Edin- 
burgh, who disappointed the intentions he had conceived of con- 
necting his son Edward with the yoang queen. The architecture 
itself favours such a conjecture, being finished in a manner cor- 
respondent with that age. On the return of queen Mary from 
the court of France, she made this one of the places of her 
residence, and her suit being accommodated with lodging at a 
village in that neighbourhood, it was from that circumstance 
denominated Petit France, a name which it still retains. 

The earliest possessor of Craigmillar on record is ^ViUiam 
Fltz-Henry, of whom there is extant a charter of gift to the mo- 
nastery of Dunfermline, dated so early as the year 1212} it was 
afterwards in the hands of John de Capella, and then became 
the property of the family of Preston, who enjoyed it for neariy 
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300 yean. CraigmiDar has several Hmes been inhabited by' 
difiereot branches of the royal fiamily of Scotland : king James 
V. in his minority resided here^ leaving Edinburgh castle on 
account of an epidemical distemper in the year 1520 ; and in 
this place freqnent interviews were had between him and the 
dowager qneen, during the absence of his governor, the duke 
of AltMcny, in France ; but it has occasionally been used as a 
place of confinement, Robert earl of Mar, the youngest son of 
James III. being kept in durance here a long time. 

The armorial bearings of the different families, in affinity to 
the Prestons, are carved on various parts of the edifice, and over 
a small gate is an escutdieon of arms, containing three uniooms' 
heads, the coat of Preston, together with a rebus answerable to 
the name, being a wine-press and a ton. This family has been of 
much note in Scotland, and during their residence at Craig- 
millar, frequently filled the principal offices of the magistracy 
in the capital. In the reign of Charles I. two gentlemen of this 
name were created baronets of Nova Scotia. At the latter end 
of the last century, the estate and castle became vested in the 
ancestors of the late sir Alexander Gilmour, hart, but it has 
long been disused as their seat -, the premises are now occupied 
as a farm yard ; queen Mary*s apartment is still pointed out to 
strangers, in one of the highest turrets -, its dimensions are 
unusually contracted, it being only seven feet long and five 
broad. Mr. Grose remarks, that among the many rooms shewn 
as having been occupied by this unhappy queen, as well in 
England as in Scotland, most of them are such as a servant 
would now almost refuse to lodge in. 

In June 1813, a human skeleton was found here, enclosed 
in an upright position in a crevice of the vaulting of the castle | 
upon being exposed it presently crumbled into dust. 
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CUSTOM HOUSE, LEITH. 



• - ^ r 1 

This exteDsive building, which contains also the E?ici»e Office, 
stands on the north -side of the harbour : it wafi erected in 
1818, at the expense of about £12,617» The customs at tijm 
port of Leith appear to have increased very considerably of 
late years; in proofs of which, in 1817/ no less than 4^0 
vessels arrived here with cargoes from foreign partis, the 
number being 861 more than had arrived in the year preceding. 
In one day forty vessels came into the harbour, and eleven 
more into the roads, from foreign parts, freighted with grain. • 

After the defeat of Buonaparte, in Russia, two vessel* 
arrived at Leith^ laden with broken muSkefs^ barrels, locks, 
&c. the warlike spoil of the Russian campaign, and such ait. 
were damaged by the fire at Moscow. When the extraordinary 
events which preceded and followed the destruction of Moscow, 
commanded the almost undivided attention of Europe, no one 
would have contemplated, that in the short space of three 
years, the sword wonld have been turned into the plough- 
share ; but it is a fact, that within that time, at the iron works 
at Cromond in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, the workmen 
were employed in hammering these warlike spoils, and giving 
them the peaceful forms of ploughshares and pruning hooks. 

The docks near the Custom House, which have recently 
been constructed, are very commodious. The trade of Leith 
had long suffered great inconvenience from the want of a basin, 
where the shipping of the port might lie afloat at all times of 
the tide ; various plans had been proposed at different times to 
remedy this defect, which at length induced the magistrates and 
council of Edinburgh to obtain an act of parliament in 1778, em- 
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powering them to borrow 30^000/. for the purpose of coDstractiog 
a basin or wet dock^ of seven English acres^ above the dam of 
the saw mills at Leith ; a lock at Sheriff-brse ; and a canal of 
communication between the lock and basin. This plan^ how- 
ever, was ultimately abandoned; and application was again 
made to parliament to empower the magistrates to borrow 
^'160,000, to construct an extensive range of docks, stretdiing 
from the north pier of Leith to Newhaven, with an entrance at 
eadi of these places. 

The eastern wet dock, next to the tide harbour of Leith, 
was b^an in 1900 and completed in 1806 3 and the middte 
dock was finished about eight years afterwards. Each of these 
dodES IB 950 yards long, and 100 in width, both amounthig to 
more than ten Englisli acres of water, and suffideat to ceotat» 
150 ships of the ordinary classes that frequent the port. All 
the works about these docks have been constructed of the betC 
materials, in a very substantial manner ; under the immediate 
superitttendance of Mr. John Paterson, resident engineer; 
after the design of John Rennie, esq. A light house witii 
reflectory lamps, is erected at the mouth of the harbour ; and 
another with a revolving light, on the small island of Inch* 
keith, in the middle ef the Fritii of Foct^, about four 1 
from Leith. 
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DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION. 



This valuable and truly benevolent asylum^ was established on 
the ^5th of June, 1810. It provides a most important pallia- 
tive for those great defects of nature, w hich would otherwise 
consign many unhappy objects to a rank in cxiit^nce scarcely 
human. Independently of moral and religious instruction > the 
children are taught to read and write thetr native langungc^ 
and many of them to compose in it with elegance und facility ^ 
and even to give it some degree of articulation. They are also 
taught arithmetic^ and such other brauclies Of science as may 
qualify them for the stations for which they are destined. The 
pupils who are of the lower classes of society, are trained to 
habits of industry, and taught useful trades. All the females 
are taught sewing : and other branches of education peculiar to 
the sex are attended to according to the rank of the pupils ; 
those of inferior station are taught by the mistress of the house 
to make themselves useful in every domestic concern. Many 
of the boys have been instructed in the art of shoe-making, 
and a stock of their fabrication is always kept for sale at the 
house. 

The number of children usually accommodated here is 
about fifty. A few years since Mr. Kinniburgh, whose exertions 
and success in teaching these pitiable objects cannot be too 
highly appreciated, visited Glasgow with several of his pupils, 
for the purpose of a public examination, and the effect was, 
that an auxiliary society was immediately formed, whose con- 
tributions have enabled the managers to receive an additional 
number to partake of the benefits of this humane establishment. 

Amot observes^ that '^ the art of teaching the deaf find 
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damb, was first attempted at Edinburgh by Mr. Braidwood> in 
the year 1764 -, he began with a single pupil, but the nomber 
was soon increased by the arrival of many from England, and 
some from America. He commenced by learning the deaf 
articulation, or the use of their vocal organs, and at the sam« 
time taught them to write the characters and compose words 
of them ; he next shewed them the use of words in expressing 
visible objects and their qualities, and proceeded afterwards to 
instruct them in the grammatical construction of language. Mr. 
Braidwood remarked, that the deaf find great difficulty in 
attaining pronunciation, but still more in acquiring a proper 
knowledge of written language. Their only method of con- 
versing is by signs and gestures, their ideas are few, being 
entirely confined to visible objects, and to the passions^ or 
senses ', the former of which they delineate by figures, the 
latter by gestures. The connection between our ideas and 
written language being purely arbitrary, it is a very hafd task 
to give the deaf any notion of that mode of conversing, theirs 
being only hieroglyphical. Another and still greater difficulty 
is, to enable them to comprehend the meaning of the figurative 
part of language ; for instance, they soon understand high, low, 
hard, tender, clear, cloudy, 8fc, when applied to matter, but 
have not the smallest conception of these qualities when applied 
to mind.** 

The annexed View shews part of ChesseFs Buildings (in 
the Canongate), a portion of which is occupied by the Institu- 
tion } the adj^nt spacer afford room for the recreation of the 
bpy?. 
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EPISCOPAL HOUSE AND PART OF THE 
MINT. 



At the foot of Blackfriars* Wynd stand the remains of an epis- 
copal palace^ once the town residence of the archbishops of St. 
Andrew's. At present nothing remuns of this edifice to dis- 
tingoish it from the surrounding boildings^ excepting some frag- 
ments of its ancient walls^ and a singular projection of an octan- 
gular form standing at the angle of the Wynd and the Cowgate. 

This palace is remarkable for being occupied by James 
Sharpe^ archbishop of St. Andrew's^ in the reign of Charles II. 5 
this furious churchman had been a presbyterian in his younger 
days, and was employed by that party to negotiate for them 
with the king, but he betrayed their interests and was rewarded 
for his perfidy with the primacy of the Scottish church ; he was 
afterwards instrumental in inflicting many cruelties upon the 
presbyterians, and rendered himself so odious that an attempt 
was made by one Mitchell to assassinate him ; but the. arch- 
bishop at this time escaped, and though he affected after this 
greater lenity in his measures, he never gained the good opinion 
of his countrymen^ and at length fell a victim to their vengeance, 
being murdered about three miles from St. Andrew's. 

In the annexed view appears the antient entrance to the 
Mint, a large square-headed door studded with iron $ the offices 
belonging to this establishment once formed a square, which at 
present exhibits a ruinous aspect, parts of it having been- 
demolished by fire^ in addition to the dilapidations of time. 
Over the door is the date 1574^ together with the words " Be 
merciful unto me, O God.*' One of the entrances within 
the square is ornamented with a crown^ and the initials 
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C. R. I. ; the dates of 1674 and 1675 likewise appear in t^is 
part of the building. Two of the old instmments nsed here for 
coining are still preserved j but by the union of the two king- 
doms the office was rendered unnecessary, though Maitland 
afl&rms that the '^salaries of tlKoAcers did notthen cease.*' The 
boundaries of the Mint like those of Holyrood House furnish an 
asylum for debtors. Edinburgh was first a place of mintage 
in the reign of William the Lion. In the time of Robert I. 
money was coined here, the pieces being small and having on 
them the words FillaEdinbug, thus shortened forwaat of ^[MOC. 
In the reign of David II. it was frequently a place of luntp 
age, the l^end then was FtUa Edinburfc. Coining was very 
common here in the times of Roberts U. and III. on the ob- 
verse of their coins was the inscription^ FUk d§ EdMurgL 
Money was coined iu Edinbuigh in the reigns of Jamea I. 
II. and III. 

We are informed by Knox in his History of the Reformation, 
that owing to the immoderate profits made by the <{neea^ and 
the injury to the country arising from the corruption of the 
money ^ it became necessary to put a stop to coinings and to 
secure ^' the printing irons^" in case the queen mi^t convey 
them to Dunbar. This enraged her, and sending for those of her 
faction, she declared to them, that the reformers by meddting 
with the coining-house^ which was a portion of the patrimony 
of the crown, meditated the usurpation of the throne ; and that 
they had appropriated large sums of money. To this charge 
the reformers, both by letters and by prodamation replied, that 
they did not mean to wnrp the throne, that they put a stop 
to the coining in order to prevent the hurt that nig^t be sus- 
tained by the country, whoae interests they were bound as 
counselors both by duty and conscience tn promote, and that 
they had not reserved to themsdves the value of a fiarthing of 
the money, bat had transmitted the whole of it to t]ie master 
of the mint. 
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EPISCOPAL CHAPEL, COWGATE. 



Trb established religion in Scotland^ which was episcopacy, 
being abolished in the ye&r 1689, the clergymen of that 
persnasion, though they were tolerated to preach in meeting 
houses, had no legal provision for their support, till the year 
1746. People, however, of all ranks were in the habit of 
frequenting these places of worship, and they were so little 
obnoxious, that the magistrates of some of the northern bb- 
ronghs, attended them with the ensigns of their office. Non- 
juring meeting houses being at length prohibited under severe 
penalties, it became necessary, to all who wished to show their 
attachment to government, to conform to the laws. 

An episcopal chapel, whose minister was duly qualified by 
taking the oaths to government, had already been founded by lord 
chief baron Smith ; but as it was not sufficient to accommodate 
those of that communion, two new ones were founded about the 
year above mentioned. These places of worship, being only 
mean and inconvenient apartments, too small for their congrega- 
tions, a plan was formed for building a spacious chapel, capable 
of containing the hearers of the three episcopal chapels, collec- 
tively. A committee of gentlemen twelve in number being 
chosen, for carrying this purpose into effect, they purchased 
ground from the royal College of Physicians, and opened a 
subscription, which was the only resource they had for com- 
pleting the building, the trifling funds belonging to the former 
chapels, bearing no proportion to the amount of so expensive 
a work ; the first stone wasliud by general sir Adolphns Oughton, 
then grand master of the fraternity of free-masons^ in Aprils 
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1771* The bnilding was carried on with so mnch spirit and 
activity, that it was opened for public worship, in October, 1774, 

The chapel, is a plain, though handsome building, about 
ninety feet in length, and seventy-five in breadth ; it is orna- 
mented with a spire of moderate heighth, in which hangs an 
excellent bell, that formerly belonged to the royal chapel of 
Holyrood-house ; this is permitted to be rung for assembling 
the congregation, an indulgence not allowed to the presbyterians 
in England -, which circumstance displays a commendable libe- 
rality of sentiment in the magistrates of Edinburgh, who consider 
the dignity of their national church is not to be maintained by 
puerile jealousies. 

This Chapel, contrary to the usual custom of building epis- 
copal churches, stands due north and south, the altar is there- 
fore placed on its eastern side, and stands within a niche, about 
thirty feet in extent ', it is lighted by a Venetian window, and 
adorned with several paintings taken from scripture history, viz. 
the ascension ; Christ talking with the woman of Samaria ; the 
prodigal's return j and two or three others, executed by Run- 
ciman, a native of Edinburgh. The funds being exhausted, 
this chapel was left in an unfinished state, two porticos being 
wanted to complete the design ; £6000 was expended upon its 
erection, besides j£800 that was paid for the area on which 
it stands. The choice of ground for its erection was inju- 
didously made, it being very low, and the neighbouring houses 
so close as to conceal the building -, the access, especially for 
carriages, is likewise extremely inconvenient. 

The view is taken from the Cowgate, near the comer of 
St. Mary*s Wynd ; this place is remarkable on account of the 
defeat of the count of Namure, who in approaching to the 
assistance of Edward III. then laying at Perth, proposed to 
pass through Edinborgh, but was encountered in its neigh- 
bourhood by the earl of Moray, and his army of foreigners 
entirely routed ; many of the fugitives retiring through St. 
Mary's Wynd, were met in that narrow lane by some forces 
under sur David d* Anand, and suffered great slaughter. 
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EXCISE OFFICE. 



This elegant stmctnre stands on the east side of St. Andrew's 
Square^ retiring a considerable distance from the regular line of 
the buildings. The space in front of it is occupied by a neat 
grass plat^ and a gravelled walk ; the house commands a fine 
view across St. Andrew's Square, through the whole length 
of George Street, which is half a mile in extent, to the 
newly erected church, on the west side of Charlotte Square. 
The building has a rusticated basement, with a pediment in 
front, which is supported by four composite pilasters. The 
tympanum of the pediment is adorned with the arms of his 
Britannic majesty. This edifice was erected by the late sir 
Lawrence Dnndas, member of parliament for the city, and 
was designed for a family residence ; but his son, lord Dundas, 
sold it to government, who have appropriated it to its present 
purpose. 

The office of excise was formerly kept in the Cowgate, 
where it was under the management of five commissioners, 
who had each a salary of £500 sterling. At present there 
are, besides the commissioners, a secretary, and a number 
of inferior managers and officers in connection with this 
establishment. 

The excise laws, as regulated in 1784, excited great dis- 
content in Scotland ; and the heritors of many of the counties 
published resolutions expressive of their abhorrence, at b^ing 
called upon to perform the degrading office of spies and 
assistants to the inferior officers of excise : they being obliged 
by the provisions of parliament, to make good the penalties 
incurred by offenders, over whom they had no control 5 and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



xzcuB office; 

this wkeii they might be absent in the service of their country^ 
under age> or otherwise incapable of acting for themselves. 
Such was the opinion of the general unpopularity of the excise^ 
that when b 1642, aspersions were cast by malignant persons 
upon the house of commons, that they intended to introduce 
excises, the house, for its vindication, declared, that these 
rumours were fiedse and scandalous, and that the authors should 
be i^pr^hended, and brought to condign punishment. In the 
following year, however, the excise was first established ) its 
progress was gradual, being at first laid upon those persons 
and commodities where it was supposed the hardships woidd 
be least perceivable. 

The royalists, at Oxford, soon followed the example of 
their bre^ren at WestmiDSter, by imposing similar duties $ 
both sides protesting that they should be continued no longer 
than to the end of the war, Imd then be utt^ly abolished. 
The parliament at Westminster soon extended the operadon 
of the excise, till it might fairly be denominated general, 
in pursuance of a plan laid down by Mr. Pym (who has 
the honour of being the father of this inexorable impost), 
in a letter to sir John Hotham, signifying, that they had 
proceeded in the excise to many particulars, and intended to go 
on further, but that it would be necessary to use the people to 
it by little and little ; and afterwards, when the nation had 
been accustomed to it for a series of years, the succeeding ciham^ 
pious of liberty, boldly imd openly declared the excise to be 
the most easy and productive levy that could be laid upon the 
people, and accordingly continued it during the whde usurps* 
tion. 
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GILLESPIE'S HOSPITAL. 



This Hospital stands at the weiit end &f Bumtsficld Links 5 it 
is a large and commodiouB buUdiag of hewn sttotie j tbe form Is 
oblong, exlii biting m the centre a low tower^ wUch^ as wdl as 
the rest of the building, b embattled and ornameated with 
small turrets npon every angle. It was?, erected from a design 
by Mr. Burn^ architect, and though it has been thought not 
well adapted to tbe simple ptirposes of such an institntioo, it 
is highly creditable to hi» professional taste ^ its situaiioD is 
such as to command a very agreeable prospect of the eonntry 
to the soijtb*west of Edinburgh, The charity takes its name 
from tbe founder, a merchant, who dying in 1797, left the 
greater part of a large fortune « whicli he had acquired by an 
extensive trade in si^.uff and tobacco j to be appliecl to the 
erection and cndowtucnt of an hospital and school, the former 
for the reception of agctl persons, and tiic latter for the educa- 
tion of one hundred boys. For these purposes the truss tees, 
who are tbe mnBter, tvrclvc assistants, and treasurer of the 
merchant's company, the dean of Guild, the four old bailUee, 
and the ministers of the Tolbooth church, purchased Burnts- 
field castie, or Wryte/s house, with the adjoining park and 
gardens » and having taken down tlie old building, which was 
inadequate to the objects of the institution, Utey erected the 
present siructurcj which was opened in the year 180^, 

Mr. Gillespie's landed estates, together with £19,000 out 
of his personal property, were conveyed to the governors in the 
space of one year from his death, and after the payment of cer- 
tain legacies and annuities, the remaining part of his property 
was to be applied in the same taianner. According to the will of 
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Mr. Gillespie, and the regulations drawn np by the trustees, it 
is provided, that those who are admitted shall not be under 
fifty-fiye years of age, have a good character, being poor, and 
having no assistance from other charities, and that they shall be 
preferred according to the following order : first, Mr. Gillespie's 
servants ; persons of his name ; inhabitants of Edinburgh and its 
suburbs ; persons in Leith and other parts of the county of Mid- 
lothian ^ and, lastly, natives of Scotland ; only forty-two aged 
persons are to be admitted. The boys received for edncad<Mi, 
must likewise be poor, and not more than twelve, nor under 
six years of age ; they are taught English, writing, and arith* 
metic, and attention is paid to their morals and religious 
principles. 

The governors were required to elect Mr. William Gillespie, 
treasurer of the hospital, and the son of Dr. Gillespie to 
be its surgeon $ the duties of derk and porter were to be 
discharged by those who held the same offices under the 
merchant company. For the support of the school jf^OOO 
was set apart, payable within a year after the death of the 
testator, and the interest to be used for the maintenance of 
the master, and such persons as might be requisite to assist 
him. A school room and other accommodations for the teachers, 
were provided from a separate fund of £700. At present there 
are forty-three aged persons in the house, being one more than 
the regulations allow, and about seventy children attend the 
school. The domestics employed here, are a housekeeper, 
chapliun, a gardener, and four miud servants ; the latter are 
allowed to sell to occasional visitors, the produce of their 
industry in knitting, &c. 
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GREY FRIARS CHURCH. 



The Church of the Grey Friars was founded in the year 16112^ 
upon a spot of ground^ which was formerly part of the garden 
belonging to the monastery of Grey Friars^ situated in the 
Grass Market. The tower of this church having been used as 
the city magazine for gunpowder^ was accidentally blown up 
in 171 B> and other paxts of the building much damaged. The 
magistrates instead of repairing it^ built on its western end an 
entirely new church ; the foundation was laid in 1719> and 
the lyork completed in 17S1> at the expense of £3045. It is 
separated from the old church by a partition wall^ and received 
the name^ which it still retains, of the New Grey Friars Church. 
Both of these churches are under one roof, and have lately 
been new seated and repaired. The celebrated Dr. Robinson 
was for many years one of the ministers of the Old Grey 
Friars Church. 

In the burial ground around these churches, lie the remains 
of several eminent men ; among whom are, the first Latin poet 
of modern times, George Buchanan : Sir George Mackenzie, 
the well-known Scottish lawyer : the great Dr. Archibald Pit- 
caime : the elegant historian of Charles V. the late principal 
Robertson : and the celebrated improver of modem chemistry. 
Dr. Black. 

This burial ground has for a long time been the subject of 
much observation and complaint; when the magistrates first 
applied for this spot to be converted into a cemetery, it lay at 
a small distance from the town, but it is now surrounded 
with buildings, and is so overcharged with interments as to 
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give some alarm on account of the pestiferous effluvia which 
it must emit. Arnot^ who wrote more than forty years ago, 
says, '' such multitudes have been interred in the Grey Friars 
churchyard^ that it is equally humiliating and disgusting, to 
behold its surface raised so much above the level of the adja* 
cent ground, merely by what was once the organs of rational 
beings, and susceptible of pleasure and pain. The graves 
are so crowded upon each other, that the sextons frequently 
cannot open a grave without encroaching upon one not fit to be 
touched. 

'' How soon this spot will be so surcharged with animal 
juices and oils, that becoming one mass of cormptioQ its 
noxious steams will burst forth with the fury of a pestilence^ 
we shall not pretend to determine $ bnt we will venture to say> 
the effects of this burying ground would, ere now, have been 
severely felt, were it not, that besides the coldness of the 
dimate^ they have been checked by the acidity of the coal 
smoke, and the height of the winds, which in the neighbourhood 
of Edinburgh blow with extraordinary violence." 
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HAWTHORNDEN. 



On the hanks of tbe Esk (which enters the sea at Mussel-^ 
burgh)^ npon a perpeDUicuJar rock, stands tbe ancient mansion 
of Hawthornden j the perimi of Us first erection i^ now ia- 
Yolved in ob^^curitVj and little^ if any thing, remains of the 
original structure. Us name occur :j upon record as far back 
as the year 1433, but it b supposed to have existed long prior 
to that datL^ The scenery around the dte, as well as that 
along the whole course of the riverj is romantic and beautlfttl 
beyond deGcriptiou, aiid inuy be contemplated with almost 
unwearied delight. 

The bnildinga consist of a large vaulted to^verj grafted upon 
the rock 5 a gateway apparently of more modern construc- 
tion^ and a dwelling- himse. In the upper part of the tower a 
plane-tree is growing of very considerable size 3 the gateway is 
probably of longer standing thnu the dwelling Uou^e , its 
iron gate haii not long been removed. The portion of the bnild^ 
ing which is now inhabited, was partly rebuilt byVViUiam Drum- 
mond^ of Hawthornden J the celebrated liistonnu and poet, in the 
year 1638. Mr. Drummond speni the greater part of his life in 
this retired abode, and here wrote hi^ history of the J&meseSj 
and his poems. Under, and near the mansion, are two ranges of 
cayes^ scooped out of the rock, probably used to secure the 
people and their ejects in the wars between the ^ota and 
English. 

In the face of the rock are seen the loop-holes and windows 
of the caves, from which in 1341, the brave sir Alexander 
Ramsey and his companions often sallied oat in their perdatory 
excursions against the English bvaders. Ramsey, one of the 
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most celebrated generals of his day^ was rewarded for his 
services^ with the goyemmeDt of Roxbmjgfa and coonty of 
Teriotdale ; but this promotion excited the envy and resent- 
ment of lord William Dbliglas, todhef mbdRaM the destruction 
of his rival. An opportunity was soon afterwards afforded ; for 
Ramsey holding a council in the- church of Havick^ in Teviot- 
dale> Douglas assaulted him there> wounded him, killed many 
of his domest&OB^ and seizing lus person^ conkmitted him 
prisoner to thr castle of Hermitage, and there in die moM 
cruel and barbarous manner, starved hink to death. Doiiglas 
absconded to avoid punishment ; but the regiftnl, Stuart, not 
only procured his pardon, but put him in possession of the 
titles and honors of the person he had so basdy miitrdered. 
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HERIOrS HOSPITAL. 



Thib Hospital is pleasantly situated^ a little to the south-east 
of the Castle> on a rising ground, which is interspersed with a 
few trees, and enclosed by a high wall. It is an irregular, but 
magnificent quadrangular edifice, and of the Gothic order. Its 
high angles are crowned with turrets, and it has 200 windows, 
all of them ornamented with various devices. The sides are 
each 40 feet long, and include a court of 94 feet square, 
which gently rises to the centre, in which there is a weU. A 
tower containing a clock rises over the gateway, on the north 
side or front of the building ; over this gateway are placed the 
arms of the founder, and his statue, in the costume of his age, 
occupies a niche within the quadrangle. The arms of Heriot, 
likewise, appear ou a handsome portal, which leads from the 
Grass-Market into the grounds. On the south side of the 
square is the chapel., which projects so as to form a sort 
of wing in the rear of the Hospital, its floor is of white 
and black marble. It has been recently fitted up in a neat 
and even elegant style. A large hall, in which the boys 
assemble for meals, extends along the greatest part of 
Ihe west side. Adjoining to it, and in the angle formed 
by it and the chapel, is the council-room^ a very handsome 
i^artment, adorned with a painting of Heriot, and pictures 
of two of the late treasurers. The school rooms, the 
apartments for the governor and teachers, the bed rooms^ &c. 
fill up the remaining portion of the house. The kitchen was 
partly fitted up under the inspection of Count Rumford> during 
his late residence in this country. 

George Heriot^ the founder of this Hospital^ was bom in 
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Edinburgh^ about the year 1561. His father being a goldsmidi 
there^ he was brought up to that business. He began trade 
with the sum of £214 : 11 : 8^ which had been partly furnished 
by his father^ and partly brought him by his wife. In 1597 > 
he had the good fortune to be appointed goldsmith to the queen, 
and shortly after, goldsmith and jeweller to her husband 
James VI. on whose accession to the English throne, Heriot 
went to London. There in the course of a profitable profession, 
to which he gave unintermitting attention, he realised a Vnrge 
fortune, with part of which he made considerable purdiaaes in 
the vicinity of the Scottish metropolis. 

By his will he bequeathed to the ministers and magistrates 
of Edinburgh, all that portion of his property that should remun 
after debts, legades, &c. had been paid, to be applied by them 
in the erection and endowment of an hospital for the mainte- 
nance and education of so many poor fatherless boys, freemen's 
sons of the town of Edinburgh, as the funds would allow. 

For the fulfilment of these benevolent intentions. Sir John 
Hay, of Baro, who was afterwards derk register, was appointed 
to arrange matters with the creditors of Heriot. The sum 
received from him by the governors, as appears from, the state- 
ment of accompts between Sir John and them, and which was 
afterwards ratified by a decree of the court of session, was 
predsely JS23,625 : 10 : 3}. the legacies, bad debts, &c. 
having been previously deducted. 

On the 6th of February, a spot of land containing eight acres, 
called the High Rtggs, and lying near the Grassmarket on the 
south, was purchased for 7>650 merks, and on July Ist of the 
same year was laid the foundation of the Hospital, which began 
to be boilt according to a plan, as is thought, of Inigo Jones. 
It was carried on till 1639, when, owing to the disturbances of 
that period, and the interception on Uiat account of the revenues, 
the work was discontinued. It was resumed, however, in 1642, 
and completed in 1650, the whole expense amounting to 
the enormous sum, as it must have been at that time^ of 
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£30^000 stoffiag) biit^ wbeo fioksbed^ it was takeft potMssira 
of^ after the kubtk of Danbar> by OUver Cromwell, who em- 
ployed it lor eight yeats as an infinnary for his sick asd 
wounded soldiers. la 165S> general Monk, at the request of 
the govenors, and on being provided with other quarters for 
the scddiers, rwiioyed Uiem from the Hospital, which, in co»^ 
sequence, wa& opened in the April of the folio wi^ year for 
the sons of burgesses. Thirty boys were adoutted at first ; 
and, in a year after, fke bursers were sent tx> coll^^e, with an 
allowance eaeh of £5. In August that year, the number of 
boys was ineEeased to forty, and ul 1661 to filty-two. ht 
1753 there were a hundred and thirty, in 1779 a hundred and 
te«, and at this time (October 1818,) there are a hundred and 
seveaty^fivei 

The Hospital is regulated by a series of statutes, which were 
drawaupby Dr. Balcanguel, one of Heriot*s executors, and which, 
with the excepdcm of some trifling artides, are very good« FVom 
these it appears, that *' the master of the Hospital must be 
of so much leasning as lo be fit to teadi the catechism >** 
" that there shall be chosea a man.« unmarried, of honest re- 
port, to be porter of* the Hospital, and that the said porter 
shall be a man of good strength, able to keep out all sturdy beg- 
gars and vagrant persons ;" and '^ that l^ere shall be a pair of 
stocks placed at the end of the hall» in which the master shall 
command to be laid any officer for any such offience, as, in his 
discretion, shall seem to deserve it/' — It wx>uld appear, how^ 
ever, that these are not stnotly enforced -, for^ on inquiring 
after the last-mentioBed instruments of castigation, the writer 
of this was told that there were no such things. The election 
of boys takes place twice a year, on the second Monday of 
October, and on the third Monday of April. Poverty is a 
necessary qualification for the candidates ; who must not be 
jnnder seven years, nor above sixteen, at which age boys^ who 
have been at the institntion, are dismissed. They annually 
go io procession to the adjoining church, Blackfiriars, on the 
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first Monday of Jone^ when they hear a sermon from one of the 
ministers in the dtj, who take that duty according to the order 
of their seniority. On this occasion the statne of Heriot is 
decorated with flowers^ and the boys have their best suits of 
clothes on^ and flowers stock in their hats : like the cluldren 
of public hospitals^ '^ Heriot*s boys*' wear a peculiar dress. 

The superintendants of the Hospital are a house-governor^ 
housekeeper^ and schoolmasters^ who> again, are under a trea- 
surer. The subjects in which the boys are instructed, are 
reading, writing, arithmetic, and Latin. Those who wish to 
learn a trade, are furnished with £SO for an apprentice-fee, 
while a bounty of j^lSO is given to those who are qualified, and 
disposed to pursue any of the learned professions. While they 
continue in the Hospital, the average expense of each may be 
£48 per annum. The amount of the revenues for the support 
of this expense is variable, the rents being paid in grain. Ac- 
cording to the Edinburgh Encyclopaedia, the annual revenue 
is £8500. 

From this valuable institution have emanated many eminent 
men, and respectable citizens — ^persons who have been honour- 
ed and useful in different parts of the world, and in aU ranks of 
life. Heriot ! thy name stands high on the records of human 
benevolence, and '* generations yet unborn shall arise and call 
thee blessed!" 

The annexed view of Heriot' s Hospital, taken from the 
Grass Market, shews the north and east fronts of the buildings 
the view from Tiviot Row represents the opposite sides -, in 
the distance of this view, on the right, appears part of Grey 
Friar's Church. 
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THE HERMITAGE OF BRAID. 



This sequestered mansion^ the residence of Mr. Gordon^ is 
situated nearly three miles 8onth*west from Edinburgh. It lies 
concealed in a narrow rale 5 the lulls on either side are neither 
lofty nor regular^ and being in general devoid of even a light soil^ 
exhibit a barrenness which contributes greatly to enhance the 
beauty of the romantic scenery below. The grounds which 
are enclosed by a stone wall^ are entered by a gate on the left 
hand side of the road> whence a path along the windings of a 
murmuring rivulet, conducts to the house. The path is about 
half a mile in length, and is cut through the deep shade of a 
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wood, which in some places is almost impervions to the light. 
The grounds are tastefdlly laid out, and present a variety of 
trees and shmbs, intermingled with beds of flowers. The house, 
though ^i mo4f r»te dioieatkwi, has an elegant eg^^or, and 
the apartments are furnished with much splendour. 

It has been observed, that the " Hermitage of Bnud" is 
such a sweet sequestered abode, as an hermit might have sought 
for hta cell ; dad its skuatMNi 1ms certainly been chosen vpon 
Ikose priaciples of taste, which generally governed the selection 
•f the reduse. Blackford Hill rises near it on one side ; Pent-* 
land Heights oyerhang it at a short distance on the other ; on 
the »Mith^we«t are Braid Craigs. The Frith of Forth iq^a 
towards tk<e east ^ north, aad north-' west are the City of E<£n'» 
burgh, and sctoie of its most interesting environs. The House 
d Grange (the suliject of the Vignette), is about a mik 
from the Hermitage; it was once the residence of WiUi»m 
KirkaUy, a celebrated conmander in the reign of queen Mary ) 
it is likewise memorable for being the house in which Dr, 
Hobinson, the historian, spent the last months of his life. 
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